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INTRODUCTION. 



[VOLUME IL] 

In publishing a second volume of the Records of the Dorset " Queen's 
Own " Imperial Yeomanry, I have been actuated by the desire to carry 
on the good work originated by Colonel C. W. Thompson when he 
was Adjutant of the Regiment. 

By writing a history of the Regiment from the date it was 
raised until the year 1893, when the term of his appointment expired, 
Colonel Thompson bequeathed a legacy of exceptional interest, not 
only to members of the Dorset Yeomanry, past, present, and future, 
but also to every inhabitant of the County of Dorset, whose patriotic 
instincts might well be stimulated by the noble example of former 
generations of Dorset Men, who considered it at once an honour, 
a pleasure, and above all a sacred duty, to enroll themselves, not only 
during a period of threatened invasion, but also in time of peace, in 
the County Volunteer Cavalry, and thereby to fit themselves to lend a 
helping hand in the defence of their country and their homes, should 
occasion arise. 

Since the period at which the former volume concludes, Dorset Men 
as enrolled members of the Regiment, have for the first time in its 
history been afforded the opportunity of proving their " grit " in modem 
war, not, it is true, as defenders of their country and homes, but as 
vindicators of their countrymen's honour and rights and defenders of 
the Empire's borders. How truly and honourably they acquitted 
themselves and upheld the County's expectations of them, it has been 
my endeavour to record in the second part of the present volume* 
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The first part is practically a copy of the history of the Regiment, 
which has been written up from time to time in the ofHce manuscript 
book, from the year 1893 to 1900, and it has now been brought up to date. 

The second part consists of a by no means complete summary of the 
various events with which the Dorset Yeomanry Contingent was 
connected during the South African war. 

To those who were not in South Africa, this simple diaiy, consisting 
for the most part, of a record detailing the various marches, counter- 
marches, and every day occurrences, must be but dull reading ; to those 
who served with the Contingent, I venture to hope that it may prove of 
interest, if only for the reason that each or any one record of a day 
may bring to the mind of some individual Yeoman, a particular incident 
or even thrilling experience, but at any rate, the contemplation of 
good times with true comrades. 

This summary has been written almost entirely with the valuable 
assistance of Colonel Browne's private di^ry, which he most kindly 
placed at my disposal from which to take all necessary notes. 

The map shewing the various "treks" of the Contingent is borrowed 
from Sir Elliott Lees' " Order Book," as also is the sketch of the battle- 
field of Nooitgedacht, and much description has been extracted and also 
copied from this interesting book. 

A great deal of useful information has also been obtained from that 
truly descriptive book, entitled "A Yeoman's Letters," by Ross. 

In fact, I can only claim to have produced a most unorthodox 
amalgamation of others' notes, which may possibly impress the 
uninitiated with the horrors of war, but at the same time may cause 
merriment to those who participated in the events recorded, through 
contemplating the stupendous ignorance of circumstances as represented 
by one who, on only one occasion, was in the same camp with them, 
and then but for a night. At times, in order to vary the mono- 
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tonous record of everyday routine, I have endeavoured to bring 
imagination into play, and if I have for the most part dismally failed 
in depicting the sentiments of those concerned, I can but hope that, 
occasionally, I may have been successful in describing the various 
situations as they appeared to those who were present. 

Part III. consists of a detailed description of the various uniforms of 
the Regiment from the year 1794 until the present day. 

Lieutenant Benson Freeman, R.N. most generously offered this 
contribution when he heard that a second volume of the Regimental 
Records was in course of production This officer has succeeded in 
compiling this valuable record, after infinite trouble, and the amount 
of correspondence it has entailed on him may be gauged from the 
mere fact that he is a naval officer, and in no way connected with 
the Yeomanry. In his work he has been most effectively aided by 
information supplied at various times and collected with great pains by 
Colonel Goodden and Major Colfox ; Colonel Thompson's volume has 
also been of inestimable help to him in the completion of his work. 

Not content, however, with writing the descriptions of these uniforms, 
he has further added to his generosity by so accurately representing 
them to Mr. F. Stansell, that the latter has been able to produce the 
excellent coloured pictures published with this volume. Lieutenant 
Benson Freeman has also contributed a most interesting summary of, 
detailing the various recruiting areas of the Corps from 1794 until the 
present day, together with an old order issued by Colonel Lionel 
Damer in the year 1804. 

Finally, I hope that the inaccuracies which are almost sure to occur, 
in a work of this nature, compiled by an amateur, may be excused, 
and that those whose names should appear but do not happen to be 
recorded either on the roll of the Regiment or on that of the South 
African Contingent, will realize the difficulties that present themselves 
in the way of ensuring absolute accuracy, in this respect. 
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IV. 

The lists have been made out from the office muster rolls, and it is 
hoped that all are included 

The South African list has been prepared from the medal roll, with 
the exception of that of the 1 90 1 draft, which has been taken from 
the roll book only, no medal roll having been made out for this detach- 
ment at Regimental Headquarters. 

In conclusion, I wish to take this opportunity of recording my most 
grateful thanks to Lieutenant Jenson Freeman for the kind interest he 
has taken and the valuable assistance he has rendered in the compila- 
tion of this volume, and feel sure that this gratitude will be shared 
by all members, past and present, of the Dorset Yeomanry. 

I also desire to express my sincere thanks to Colonel Browne and 
Sir Elliott Lees for the material help they have rendered, the former 
by means of his diary, and the latter through his kind permission to 
take notes from his order book, and also for the trouble they have 
taken in revising the proof sheets of this book. 

My debt of gratitude likewise extends to Colonel Goodden for his 

detailed description of the raising and equipping of the 26th Company, 

which appears at the commencement of Part II, and also for his kind 

assistance in correcting and revising these pages, and to Lieut E. W. F. 

Castleman for the interesting coloured picture of his ancestor " Comet 

Castleman, 1 831,'' which he most kindly presented for this volume, 

and also to those who so willingly and promptly responded to my 

request for their photographs, which were essential for the completion 

of the book. 

M. F. GAGE. 
February^ 1906. 



NOTE.-^Since the above was printed, I have to acknowledge the kind pennission 
given by the Editor of the " Dorset Chronicle," to publish the accounts given in that 
newspaper of the raising of the Contingent of the Dorset Yeomanry for South Africa, 
and of its welcome home in lOOl. 

M.F.G. 
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Continued from i8g^. 



THE year 1894 being the Centenary of the Regiment, 1894 
the officers determined to celebrate the occasion by 
giving a ball to their friends in the county. (A full 
report of this entertainment was given in the Southern 
Times of February 3rd, 1894). The date was 25th January, 
1894, and the place, the large ball room at the Digby 
Hotel, Sherborne. Liddell's band was engaged and Liddell 
himself conducted. Nearly 500 invitations were sent out 
and about 300 attended. 

Permanent duty was held at Weymouth on the 17th 
May, when 192 members were present, and only one man 
was absent without leave, the total enrolled strength being 
208, 15 being absent with leave. 
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2 Records of the Dorset Yeomanry. 

1894 A Centenary Service was held in St. Mary's Church by 
the Rev, J. G. Hadow, Chaplain of the Regiment. 

Colonel Bushman, C.B., inspected the Regiment on 
the 24th and 25th May; on the first day in outpost 
duty, when efficient service was rendered by the nine 
signallers, under Captain M. Scott Williams, and on the 
second day in drill and parade movements. 

Sir Richard Glyn, late a Captain in the Royal Dragoons 
and also of the Dorset Queen's Own, gave a handsome 
silver challenge bowl this year, to be competed for 
annually by the various troops in a Saddling Contest. 

It was won this year by the **B" or "Melbury," 
Captain J. Gundry's troop. 

The Dymond Cup was again won by the ** E '* or 
**Blandford,*' Captain Hon. H. B. Portman's troop. 

The Regimental Tournament was held by special 
request on the sands. 

A Centenary Ball was given by the officers to the Non- 
commissioned officers and men in the Jubilee Hall, and 
on Wednesday, 23rd May, a successful smoking concert 
was organised by Captain The Earl of Portarlington. 

The Regiment held a special Centenary Shooting Com- 
petition at Maiden Castle, on the 20th June. The day was 
unfortunately wet, but the events were keenly contested. 
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Records of the Dorset Yeomanry. 3 

The following were the results of this competition : — 1894 

Hambro Cup, 15 shots at 500 yards, teams of 8 men. 

Average. 
58-00 
45*12 
44*62 

39*12 
33*62 
19-25 





Points 


1st Blandford Field Troop 


464 


2nd Wimbome . . 


361 


3rd Sherborne 


357 


4th Melbury 


313 


5 th Blackmore Vale . . 


269 


6th Dorchester . . 


154 



RESIGNATION. 

The following extract from the London Gazelle^ dated 
22nd June, 1894, was published: — 

** Captain The Earl of Portarlington resigns his com- 
mission. He is granted the honorary rank of Major, and 
is permitted to wear the uniform of the Regiment upon his 
retirement." 

A regimental ribbon was started this year, and Lieut.- 
Col. W. E. Brymer, M.P., generously presented 500 yards 
of ribbon to the Regiment. 

The figure of merit of the regiment, in the annual course 
of musketry was very high, f|:H the Regiment being 3rd 
in order of all the Yeomanry Regiments. 

. At Bisley, the Dorset Team was 5th in the Inter- 
Yeomanry and 2nd in the Loyd Lindsay Competition, 
the Ayrshire winning both. 
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1894 





r 1st Ayrshire 


134 points . 


. £30 


Loyd Lindsay 


1 2nd Dorset 


. 113 M 


. £20 




L 3rd Stafford 


. "3 ». 


. £10 



The Dorset Team was composed of Sergts. R. Cave, 
Gifford, Corporal Warren, and Trooper Taylor, all of 
'' E •' or Blandford Troop. 

Two other Dorset Teams competed for this event, being 
placed 5th and 6th. 

The Inter-Yeomanry Hythe Cup (which was re-started 
this year by the eflForts of Colonel Goodden) was won by 
the Ayrshire, the Dorset being second* 





300 ydi. 


$00 yd* 


600 yd*. 


Total. 


1st Ayrshire 


. 243 


214 


199 . 


. 655 


2nd Dorset 


221 


206 


209 . 


636 


3rd Gloucester . . 


311 


232 


190 . 


. 633 


REGIMENTAL 


TEAM, 
30 


a; . 




Qr.-Master E. W. Cave 


! 26 


83 


Setgt. Bartlett.. 


29 


28 


27 . 


84 


CorpL Warren . . 


28 


»3 


29 .. 


80 


Trooper C Stacey . 


26 


19 


30 .. 


75 


Sergt. R. Cave 


30 


37 


20 . 


77 


Sergt. Giffoid . . 


28 


as 


37 . 


80 


Trooper Taylor 


29 


30 


a7 . 


86 


Qr.-Master Smith 


25 


24 


22 .. 


7> 



In the Field Practice Association Competitions (started 
by H.R.H. The Duke of Connaughl), the Dorset Yeomanry 
won first prize in match I, value ;^ 10, and first prize in 
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Total points in Match I, 138. 
H.P., 196. 

Total in Match II being 87. 
H.P. being 98. 



Records of the Dorset Yeomanry. 5 

match II, value £^9 ^^^ ^^^^ prizes being won by the 1894 
same team from the **E'' or **Blandford'' Troop com- 
posed as follows : — 

Qr.-Mastcr E. W. Cave 
Sergeant R. Cave 
Sergeant Bartlett 
Sergeant Gilford 
Corporal Warren 
Trooper Taylor 
Trooper Tory 

also the "D*' or "Sherborne'* Troop won 2nd prize in 
Match II, value £2^ with a total score of 77. 

On January nth, 1895, the following observations jgg- 
by H.R.H. The Duke of Cambridge, Field Marshal 
Commanding-in-Chief, were published for information. 

"The Dorset Yeomanry are well reported on, and 
deserve commendation for their good reconnoitring work, 
which their horses appear to have stood well. The 
Commander-in-Chief is glad the stamp of horse is im- 
proving and that there is a prospect of an increase of 
strength next year/' 

The numbers enrolled on ist April, 1895, were 215, as 
against 224 in 1894. 

The Regiment assembled for permanent duty at 
Weymouth on 2nd May, and was inspected by Colonel H. 
Bushman, C.B., A.A.G., Southern District, on 9th May 
in reconnaissance, and on i8th May, in duties in the field. 
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6 Records of the Dorset Yeomanry. 

189s At the conclusion of the review, Colonel Bushman 
expressed himself pleased with the result, and said he was 
satisfied that the efficiency of the Regiment had been well 
kept up during the 3 years in which he had had the 
pleasure to inspect the corps. 

The Saddling Competition for Captain Sir Richard 
Glyn's bowl was judged by Colonel Hon. H. G. Crichton, 
commanding the Portsmouth Yeomanry Brigade, who may 
be said to have initiated this competition in the army. 

He awarded the prize to •* D '* or Captain Digby's 
Sherborne Troop and placed the ** E *' or Blandford Troop 
second, and '' F '* or Wimborne Troop third. The '' Best 
Turned-out Troop" was judged by Colonel Bushman, and 
was awarded to ** E '* or Captain Hon. H. B. Portman's 
Blandford Troop ; ** C *' or the Vale Troop being second ; 
whilst Sergeant Conway of **D*' Troop was adjudged 
the best turned-out man ; Corporal Woodford of " C ' • 
Troop being the second best, and Trooper Petter of •* B '* 
Troop being the best turned-out recruit. 

The ** Regimental Sword Exercise" was won by Trooper 
Galloway of **B" Troop; Qr.-Master Luckham of "A" 
Troop being second ; and Trooper Porter of " A " Troop 
the winner of the ** Recruits Swordsmanship Prize." 

The ** best troop horses " in the Regiment were those 
belonging to Trooper Warren of ** E " and Trooper Mayo 
of "A" Troop. 
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Records of the Dorset Yeomanry. 7 

The "Hambro' Cup'* was competed for at Maiden 1895 
Castle Ranges on 6th May, 1895, and the '*E*' or 
Blandford Troop won with 400 points, the **D'* or 
Sherborne being second with 386 points, and the ** B'* or 
Melbury being third with 367 points. 

The "Regimental Loyd Lindsay** Competition was 
fired at the same place and date and the result was as 
follows : — 

Points. Time. 

1st "E" or the Blandford Troop. . 122 . . 8m, sis. 

2Dd " B " Melbury 109 . . 9m. 2s. 

3rd "F " Wimbome . . . . 103 . . 9m. 3s. 

The swords of the Regiment were called into store this 
year as unserviceable, and others of the 1885 pattern were 
issued. 

The annual course of musketry was held between the 
20th May, and 19th June, and the figure of merit was well 
kept up, being 50.53 as against 53*12 in 1894 ; but greater 
pains were taken in the volley firing now considered so 
important, the percentage of hits to rounds fired being 
64*91 against 64 03 in 1894. 

The figure of merit of the recruits was 53' 13 and 
percentage in volleys 64*03. It is noteworthy that there 
were but two third class shots in the Regiment and only 
one man who did not fire his course, out of the total 
number of enrolled men. 
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1895 The result was highly satisfactory, as the Dorset 
Yeomanry improved their position in 1895, being placed 
second in the shooting out of all the 38 Yeomanry 
Regiments, the Lanark (Glasgow) taking ist place. 

In November 1895, all the carbines in use in the 
Regiment were repealled as worn out, and a special 
distinction confirmed on the Dorset Yeomanry, as it was 
the first to be armed with the Martini Metford Carbine '303 
bore. The result of the Bisley Competition was as 
follows : — 

INTER-REGIMENTAL YEOMANRY COMPETITION. 



ISt 


Aynhire and Team 






309 points. 


and 


Dorset 






ao; 


•» 


Sid 


Glasgow 1st Team . . 






ao4 


M 


4th 


Ayrshire 1st Team . . 






303 


•» 


Sth 


Stafford 






3oa 


*9 


6tb 


Middlesex . . 






190 


W 


7th 


Warwick 






190 


•» 


Sth 


Glasgow and Team 






184 


•f 


9th 


Gloucester . . 






183 


ff 




FiRSD AT Bisley, 


i8i 


hJUHt 


. iS95' 





DORSET REGIMENTAL TEAM. 

Sergeant R. Cave 53 points. 

^ J. Giflford 57 » 

„ W. Bartktt 46 

Trooper W. R. Taylor 51 », 
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LOYD LINDSAY. 






500 yds. 


600 yds. 


ToUl. 


I. 


Dorset . . 52 


72 


124 


2. 


Ayrshire 62 


62 


134 


3. 


Stafford 44 


42 


86 


4- 


Gloucester 


• . 


76 


5. 


Manchester R. Vol. 


. • 


38 



This match was fired at Bisley on the 20th July, 1895, 
the following comprised the Regimental Team : — 
Sergeant R. Cave. Sergeant J. Gifford 

Sergeant W. Bartlett. Trooper W. R. Taylor. 

The best shot in the Regiment was Trooper A. J. Stacey 
of"D" Troop, Trooper White of "B** Troop being 
second. 

In the ** Inter- Yeomanry Hythe Cup'* the result was 
again unfortunate, the Queen's Own being only 5th, the 
Ayrshire again winning it. 

In the Field Practice Association Volley Competition 
open to all Yeomanries, the Dorset were second in Match 
I, the Royal ist Devon winning, and in Match II the 
Dorset were second to the Royal North Devon ; but in the 
matches, open only to the three Yeomanries in the S. 
District, the Dorset won the first prize in both matches I 
and II, and were also third and fourth in match IL 

The result of the marking of the Dymond Cup was 
'•£•• Troop first; ''D'' Troop second; '*F'' Troop 
third. 



1895 
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189s On the 31st October, 1895, the following special army 

order was promulgated : — 

War Office, 

31J/ October^ 1895. 
Field Marshal, His Royal Highness The Duke of Cambridge, K.G. 
relinquishes to-day the duties of the command of Her Majesty's Army, 
a post of honour and distinction, which he has held since the i6th 
July, 1856. 

His Royal Highness has for nearly 58 years held Her Majesty's 
Commission, and he now severs his connection with the active duties 
of his profession with the deepest sorrow and regret. In relinquishing 
these duties, His Royal Highness desires to place on record, the 
obligations he is under to all general and other officers, who have so 
uniformly and ably assisted and supported him, in maintaining the 
army in the high state of dicipline and efficiency, for which it is 
distinguished, and he desires to express his deep sense of the admirable 
conduct, both in the field and in quarters, invariably displayed by the 
officers, non-commissioned officers and men of the active service, over 
whom he has so long presided. 

The period covering His Royal Highness' command has been one of 
great changes. The abolition of purchase, the introduction of short 
service, of the territorial system and of improved arms and equipments, 
have all been materially assisted in their development by the cordial 
co-operation of all ranks of officers of the army. 

The Militia have been brought into closer contact with the line, the 
Yeomanry have become far more efficient and the institution of the 
Volunteer Force in 1859, marked an important epoch in the expansion 
of the defensive resources of the Empire. By constant attention to 
their duties, and the desire to perfect themselves in practical knowledge of 
the military profession, all the auxiliary forces, including the volunteers, 
have become a valuable portion of Her Majesty's Army. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Records of the Dorset Yeomanry. ii 

In bidding the army an affectionate farewell, the Duke of Cambridge 1 895 
feels assured he is handing over to his able and distinguished 
successor, a force, of which Her Majesty the Queen, and the Empire 
at large, may well be proud, and he assures the army and the Nation, 
that though relinquishing the active duties, his interest in and his 
devotion to the service will continue to the end of his days. 

By Command of His Royal Highness the Field Marshal, 
Commander-in-Chief. 

(Signed) REDVERS BULLER. A.G. 



ARMY ORDER SPECIAL. 

War Office, 

ut November^ 1895. 

In obedience to the Gracious order of Her Majesty the Queen, Field 
Marshal Viscount Wolseley assumes command of the Land Forces of 
the Crown at home and abroad, in succession to Field Marshal His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge. 

In this, his first army order, Lord Wolseley wishes in the name of 
the army, to assure His Royal Highness of the affectionate regard of 
all those, who have served under him during his long period of office. 
The good spirit, which animates alike the Regulars, the Militia, 
Yeomanry and Volunteers, is so well known to Lord Wolseley, that he 
confidently relies upon the loyal support of all ranks in his desire to 
promote the military efficiency of Her Majesty's Army. 

By Command of 

FiekJ Marshal the Viscount Wolseley, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

(Signed) REDVERS BULLER, A.G. 
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1896 In 1896 Colonel J R. P. Goodden commanding the 
Dorset Q. O. Yeomanry became Brigadier commanding the 
Portsmouth Yeomanry Brigade in succession to Colonel 
Hon. H. G. L. Crichton, Hampshire Carabineers Yeomanry 
promoted Brigadier- General of Volunteers. 

The brigade assembled at Bournemouth for annual 
training on the i8th of May, the headquarters of the 
Dorset being at the Hotel Mont Dor^, the Hampshire at 
the Exeter Hotel. 

Out of a total of 218 men enrolled in the Dorset Yeo- 
manry, no fewer than 195 men attended the training, 8 
being sick and 14 being absent with leave and only i man 
absent without. 

The Regiment and Brigade was inspected on the East 
Common at 10 a.m. on May 23rd, by Major-General 
Luck, C.B., Inspector-General of Cavalry, who, having seen 
a few movements, rode off to the East Railway Station to 
meet Field-Marshal the Viscount Wolseley, Commander-in- 
Chief, who arrived at 12.30 to inspect the Brigade, and who 
was accompanied by General John Davis, C.B., command- 
ing the Southern District. The Brigade was formed up in 
line and received the Commander-in-Chief with a general 
salute, and after a close inspection by the Commander-in- 
Chief, it marched past at a walk, and then ranked past by 
sections at a trot. The manner in which the various 
evolutions were carried out was frequently applauded by 
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the onlookers. After marching past, the Brigade performed 1 896 
some Brigade movements under the Brigadier (Colonel 
J. R. P. Goodden, commanding Dorset Q. O. Yeomanry) 
and finally the sword exercise and pursuing practice 
having been performed, the Commander-in-Chief addressed 
the troops and said ** he was both pleased and astonished 
with what he had seen that day. He could honestly say 
that the men were well drilled and well led, whilst they were 
also well turned-out and well equipped. He had seen other 
Yeomanry Regiments, but he could confidently say he had 
never seen any so good as those composing the Portsmouth 
Yeomanry Brigade. He was pleased to remark that the 
men rode good horses and that both Regiments were up to 
their establishment.'* 

At 2 p.m. a lunch was provided at the New Volunteer 
Drill Hall given by the Mayor and Corporation of Bourne- 
mouth, in honour of the Commander-in-Chiefs visit, to 
which the officers of both Regiments were invited. In the 
course of his remarks the Commander-in-Chief alluded once 
more, in very complimentary terms to the efficiency and 
drill of the Brigade he had that morning inspected. 

On Sunday, May 24th, the Brigade paraded dismounted 
for Divine Service in conjunction with the Dorset Volunteer 
Artillery and Hants Volunteers at the Pier head; the 
Dorset's going to Holy Trinity Church ^nd the Hants to 
St. Stephen's, 
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1896 On Monday, 25th May, the Brigade was again 
inspected by Colonel Liddell, A.A.G., S. District, in 
outpost operations covering the line of advance towards 
Ringwood, the Brigade being under the guidance of 
Lieut. -Col. Woods commanding the Hants Carabineers, 
Colonel Goodden attending Colonel Liddell in his inspec- 
tion duties. 

On Tuesday, 26th May, Colonel Liddell mustered the 
Brigade on the East Common and saw a few field 
movements of each Regiment under the various squadron 
and troop leaders. 

At the conclusion, the Regiment having been formed 
up, he expressed himself gratified with the way his 
instructions had been carried out, and whilst urging the 
furtherance of endeavours to promote still greater 
efficiency, he gave great praise to all ranks for their 
drill before the Commander-in-Chief. 

This year the sheep skins formerly in use by all ranks 
were abolished, and it was determined to supply all men 
with a regulation numnah to be laid under the saddle. 
The marking of the D)rmond Cup was remodelled by a 
committee of officers, of which the Commanding Officer 
was president. 

It was again won by •* E " or Blandford Troop, the 
"C" or Bl^ckmore Vale Troop being second. 
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The Saddling Competition was again judged by Brig.- 1896 
Gen. Hon. H. G. Crichton, and resulted in the "E" or Bland- 
ford Troop winning with 75 marks, the Sherborne Troop 
and Blackmore Vale being second and third respectively. 

The result of the Signalling Examination was that 
Sergeant Bartlett of "E*' Troop won, and Corporal 
Ford, of **F" Troop, was second. 

A Brigade Tournament was held on the East Common 
on the afternoon of the 25 th May, when the Dorset 
Yeomen were very successful, winning the whole of the 
events except the Officers' Tent Pegging, which was 
won by the Hants Yeomanry. 

Trooper Jeans, of the Blandford Troop, won the Gold 
Medal and Silver Challenge Cup, given by the Royal 
Military Tournament, to the winner of the highest 
aggregate marks in the Brigade competitions of Heads 
and Posts, Lemon Cutting, and Tent Pegging. 

The annual Shooting Competitions were held at Maiden 
Castle on 26th June, the " reduced charge ammunition *' 
being used. 

Trooper Hammond, of the Melbury Troop, won "G*' 
Competition, Quartermaster Cave, of Blandford, being 
second. 

In the Hambro Cup the Sherborne Troop was declared 
to be the winner, with a score of 274 points, Blandford 
second with 251, and Melbury third with 228. The 
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1896 Melbury Troop won the Loyd Lindsay prize on the same 
day with 99 points, Blandford being second with 81. 

The **best shot** in the Regiment was Trooper G. 
White, of the Sherborne Troop, 44 points ; Sergeant 
Perham, of the same Troop, being second best, 37 points 

The best recruit shot was Trooper England, of the 
Blandford Troop, with 18 points. 

The above results were very disappointing, owing, it is 
believed, to the bad quality of the "reduced charge'* 
ammunition. 

The results of the Bisley Competitions were as follows : — 

INTER-REGIMENTAL YEOMANRY CAVALRY MATCH. 

1st Dorset ist Team . . . . . . 227 points. 

2nd Ayrshire . . . . . . . . 206 „ 

3rd Dorset 2nd Team . . . . . . 206 „ 



REGIMENTAL FIRST TEAM. 

Surgeon Lieut. Rendall 

Quartermaster E. Cave 

Sergt. J. R. GifFord 

Sergt. R. Cave 


52 points. 

66 . „ 

57 » 


LOYD LINDSAY. 

1st Dorset 

2nd Ayr 2nd Team 

3rd V.B. Manchester 


108 pomts. 
100 „ 
88 „ 



DORSET TEAM. 
CorpL Fowler, CorpL Tory, CorpL Taylor, Trooper Hammond. 
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The confidential report on the Regiment for 1 896 was 
highly creditable to all ranks, it contained the following : — 

"The Regiment keeps up both its numbers and efficiency, and the 
Commander-in-Chief on his personal inspection was fully satisfied with 
all he saw of the Regiment. The officers and men ride well, and 
are smart in appearance, and the state of the Corps reflects great 
credit on Colonel Goodden." 

The Inter- Regimental Hythe Cup was fired for on the 
Okeford ranges on 28th August 1896. Fourteen regiments 
of Yeomanry competed, and the result was as follows : — 



1st Ayrshire 
2nd Dorset 
3rd East Kent 



636 points. 
606 ,, 
603 „ 



The Ayrshire Yeomanry having won this cup four times 
were entitled to keep it, and it is interesting to note the 
record of the Dorset Yeomanry during the time that this 
cup had been fired for: — 



1889 


nth. 


1890 


3rd. 


1892 


1st. 


1894 


2nd. 


189s 


Sth- 


1896 


2nd. 




^ _ ^r 1 • ___• • ^i_ _ 



The Regiment was successful in winning the prize open 
to all Yeomanry Regiments in Match III., Field Practice 
Association (volleys). 

The annnal Musketry returns for 1896 were very 
inconclusive, and the comparisons that had in former 



1896 
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1896 years been made with the shooting of other Regiments 
could not be made this year, as the Dorset Yeomanry was 
the only Regiment armed with the new Martini Metford 
carbine, the others all using the Martini Henry, in addition 
to which the ** reduced charge** ammunition was used, 
which was found to be very faulty and defective ; further, 
it must be borne in mind that whereas the other Regiments 
fired the old course of 10 rounds at 200, 300, and 500 yards, 
the Dorset Yeomanry fired the new course at 200, 300, 400, 
and 500 yards, but only seven rounds at each distance. 



189; 



Result of the Musketry Training, 1896: — 

Figure of Merit 
Numbers exercised • • 
Numbers not exercised 
Marksmen . . 
1st class 
2nd „ 
3rd „ 



H 

303 

nil 

41 
30 
25 

3 



Recruits. 



Figure of Merit . . . . . . , . . . ^ 

Numbers exercised and percentage of 3rd class ) 25 
*ots ) Nif- 

The London GazetU of 30th April contained the resigna- 
tion of Capt Hon. C. B. Portman, and the appointment 
of Percy J. Browne, late Lieutenant in the Royal Dragoons, 
to be supernumerary Captain ; the latter was posted to the 
Vale ,Troop, to command it vice Lieut. -Col. E. Mansel 
Pleydell, resigned 25th November, 1896. 
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The Regiment was this year supplied with numnahs, 1897 
haversacks, and nosebags, which practically completed the 
Yeomanry outfit, and brought it up to the standard of the 
Regular Cavalry. 

The Regiment was represented by four members at the 
Royal Military Tournament held at Islington, but only a 
very small share of success fell to their lot. 

On the 13th April, 1897, the Regiment assembled at 
Weymouth for the 10 days combined drill and permanent 
duty, when 195 of all ranks were present. 

Major-Gen. Hon. R. Talbot, C B., commanding the 
Aldershot Cavalry Brigade, inspected on Lodmoor, on 
2istMay. 

The Sherborne Troop won Sir R. Glyn's bowl for the 
Saddling Competition. The best turned-out Troop was 
judged to be the Wimbome Troop, Trooper Hammond the 
best turned-out man, and Trooper Woodford the best 
turned-out recruit. 

It was decided that after 1897 no man would be able to 
compete in the " best turned-out competition *' unless he 
was on parade the day previous to this being held, and 
that he would be disqualified unless wearing Regimental 
clothing, and that no excuse would be accepted, also that 
no previous notice would be given of the day when the 
competition would be held. 
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1897 A detachment of eight men, under Lieut H. A. 
Hambro, was selected to proceed to London to line the 
streets on the 22nd June, the day of the celebration of the 
sixtieth year of the reign of Queen Victoria. The men 
were remarkably well set up and turned out, and reflected 
great credit on the Regiment ; Lieut. Hambro was after- 
wards presented with the Jubilee Commemoration Medal. 

The Regimental Shooting Club Competitions were held 
at Maiden Castle, with the "reduced charge,*' there was 
again great dissatisfaction with this ammunition. 

The Hambro Cup was won by the Blandford Troop with 
263 points, Sherborne obtaining 241. The Inter-troop 
Loyd Lindsay was won by Blandford with iii points, 
Melbury making 104. The " best shot in the Regiment " 
was Quartermaster E. W. Cave with 123 points, Sergeant 
R. Cave being second with 118. The best recruit shot 
was Trooper Booth. 

The marking for the Dymond Challenge Cup resulted 
as follows : — 



Blandford Troop (winners) 


378 points. 


Wimbome „ (second) 


350 „ 


Sherborne ., 


333 .• 


Melbury ., 


298 » 


Vale „ 


290 ,. 


Dorchester „ 


283 „ 



Acting under the instructions of the Commanding 
Officer (Col. J. R. P. Goodden) a new and revised copy 
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of the •* Standing Orders" for the Dorset Yeomanry was 1897 
compiled by the Adjutant (Capt. K. R. Balfour, ist R. Dns.), 
and having been submitted to the Under Secretary of State 
for War and approved of, was issued to every member. 

The Commander-in-Chief made the following confidential 
report on the Regiment for 1897 : — 

"The Regiment is well commanded by Colonel Goodden, and his 
ofHcers possess a satisfactory knowledge of their duties. The non- 
commissioned officers and men are particularly smart and well turned 
out. The horses are of a good stamp and cared for. Discipline and 
economy are satisfactory. The Regiment is considered to be in an 
efficient state." 

On the 28th July, 1897, Mr. J. B. H. Goodden, the 
eldest son of Colonel Goodden, was gazetted to a sub- 
lieutenancy, and on the 5th September Surgeon Lieut. -Col. 
G. Daniell was gazetted out of the Regiment, having 
served in it for more than 40 years. He received permis- 
sion to retain his rank and to wear the uniform of the 
Regiment on his retirement. 

He had for many years competed at the Royal Military 
Tournament, Islington, and had many times won the chief 
events there, and had always taken a leading part in 
arranging everything connected with sports for the 
Regiment. 

Surgeon Lieut. -Colonel Daniell was the oldest soldier in 
the Regiment, and his retirement was very keenly regretted 
by both officers and men. 
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1897 In consequence of this step Surgeon -Lieutenant W. 
Rendall was promoted to be Surgeon-Captain and Dr. G. 
H. Daniell, son of Surgeon Lieut. -Colonel Daniell, was 
appointed Surgeon-Lieutenant. 

The Regiment was represented at Bisley by two teams for 
the Inter- Yeomanry Cup, which was fired for on July 23 rd. 

The Ayrshire won with 249 points, the West Kent being 
second with 249 points, the Staffordshire third with 245 
points. 

The Dorset team, commanded by Surgeon-Captain 
Rendall, scored 239 points, and that by Sergeant R. Cave, 
scored 228 points. 

The Loyd Lindsay fired on the 24th July, resulted in the 
Ayrshire ist Team winning with 137 points, the Ayrshire 
2nd Team being second with 126, and the New South 
Wales 2nd Team being third with 108. The Dorset 
Yeomanry only scored 10 1 points. 

1898 Early in 1898 the Regiment was equipped with a new 
serge in place of the old fashioned patrol jacket, and the 
clothing and equipment of the Regiment was also brought 
thoroughly up-to-date, after the manner of the regular 
cavalry, by the substitution of a rope head-rope, in place 
of the steel collar chains, and the addition of a blanket to 
be folded and placed under the saddle instead of the stuffed 
panels, which had been the cause of so many sore backs 
in former days. 
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In 1897 and '98, it may be said, the saddlery of the 1898 
Regiment had been entirely re-organised and renewed, and 
if at any time, the Dorset Yeomanry should find itself 
alongside any regular troops, a comparision of the two 
kits would establish the fact that the Dorset Yeomanry 
were fully and serviceably equipped. 

The command of " E" or the Blandford Troop passed 
early in 1898, to Honorary Major M. Scott Williams, who 
succeeded supernumerary Major Hon. H. B. Portman, 
who had resigned his commission on the 15 th December of 
the previous year, and Quartermaster Sergeant E. W. Cave 
of the same troop, who had so well represented the 
Regiment at Bisley, and in all shooting matches for more 
than 20 years, was appointed Honorary Quartermaster, 
with the rank of Lieutenant (2, 4, '98). 

An army order of April 1898, directed the Non-Com- 
missioned Officers on the Permanent Staff, always to 
appear in uniform out of doors, and a later army order 
directed that they were to be dressed in the uniform of the 
Regular Regiment to which they belonged, and not in 
that of the Yeomanry, they were also appointed Recruiting 
Agents for the Regular Army. 

The Regiment assembled for permanent duty at 
Weymouth, on 19th May, which was a very wet day. It 
was inspected by Colonel J. B. B. Dickson, C.B., com- 
manding the 4th Cavalry Brigade on 27th May. 
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1898 The Regimental Shooting Competitions were held on 
the Bincombe Ranges during the training, but entailed very 
long hours on some of the officers and men, and the 
general wish was, that in future, other arrangements should 
be made, with a view to firing these at some other time. 

The Blandford ist Team won the Regimental Loyd 
Lindsay, with a score of 71 points. The same troop also 
won the Hambro Cup, with a score of 390 points. 

The "best shot" in the Regiment was Trooper B. C. 
Marsh, Vale Troop, who defeated Trooper J. C. P. White, 
Melbury Troop, after shooting off the tie. 

The ** best recruit shot" was Trooper Rendall, of the 
Sherborne Troop. The "best turned-out" Troop was 
adjudged to be the Sherborne Troop, Melbury being 
second. The "best turned-out" man was Sergeant 
Woodford, of the Vale Troop, Trooper Galloway, Melbury 
Troop, being second. Trooper Dampney, of Sherborne, 
won the "best turned-out" Recruit prize. 

The Saddling Competition was won by the Blandford 
Troop, Corporal Warren of that Troop winning the " best 
swordsman" prize. 

The Regimental Tournament took place on the sands, 
and was as popular as usual, 

The London Gazette of 14th May, 1898, appointed 
Capt E. G. Troyte Bullock, of the Dorset Yeomanry to be 
Assistant Adjutant of the Portsmouth Yeomanry Brigade. 
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The Dymond Cup was won by the Melbury Troop, which 1 898 
only defeated the Blandford Troop by three points. 

This was the first year for a very long time that the 
Blandford Troop had not won this competition. 

The Army manoeuvres this year, were held on a very 
large scale in the counties of Wilts and Dorset. 

Although several officers of the Dorset Yeomanry 
obtained employment on the staff of various general 
officers, yet the Regiment was not employed as a tactical 
unit, although it would not have been difficult to put at 
least two-thirds of the Regiment in the field, as all ranks 
shewed keenness, and a desire to take part in the 
manoeuvres. The authorities, however, did not see their 
way to sanction this. 

On the 19th November, the period of service as Brigade 
Adjutant of Captain K. R. Balfour, of the Royal Dragoons, 
came to an end, and Captain H. D. Bramwell, of the 15th 
King's Hussars, was appointed in his place. 

A New Cup value ;^ickd for the Yeomanry Inter- 
Regimental Hythe Competition, was purchased this year 
from subscriptions collected by Colonel J. R. P. Goodden. 

All Regiments of Yeomanry except the Westmoreland 
and Cumberland contributed £3 each. 

The Cup was won this year by The Dorset Queens' Own 
Yeomanry, this team making 699, the highest score ever 
made in the Competition. 
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1898 The winning team shot at Major Wingfield Digby's new 
range at Sandford Orcas on the 21st September, 1898. 

Dorset Yeomanry Score. 



Name. 


900 yds. 


Tls. 500 


yds. Tls. 


600 yds. 


Gd. 
TU. TU. 


CapUin Rendall, W. .. 5 


4 5 4 4 4 3 


»9 5*55454 3© 


3 5 5 4 4 3 4 


37 M 


Lt. ft Qr. Mr. CaT«, E.W. .. s 


4 3 5 4 4 5 


30 4345554 30 


45454 . <« 


39 90 


Lee. Coci». White, T.C .. s 


44 4544 


30 5555555 35 


4*4434 


•6 91 


Qr. Master Bartlett, W.C . . 3 


4 3 5 4 4 5 


a8 5»5545* eS 


•534555 


•9 85 


Corporal Tory, T.G. 4 


4 4 4444 


•8 540 


} 3 5 4 »3 


5333455 


36 77 


Sergeant Gtfford, T.P. .. 5 


4 4 4 3 5 4 


99 3445555 3^ 


4 434445 


eS 8S 


Sergeant Taylor, W.R. . . 4 


5 4 5 4 44 


30 4445543 »« 


5 5 4 4 5 5 5 


33 9x 


Sergeant Staoey.A.T. .. 5 


444 454 


30 5544545 3" 


444 45 3 5 


39 9« 












Total 099 


Names and Score 


s of the other Regiments that 




Competed. 








Regiment 




aoo ^8. 


500 yds. 


600 yds. 


ToUL 


Stafford Yeomanry 


• • 


337 


335 


231 


673 


Royal East Kent Yeoma 


nry . . 


238 


235 


217 


670 


Ayrshire Yeomanry 




233 


336 


196 


6SS 


Sherwood Rangers 




33S 


212 


188 


625 


Berks Yeomanry . . 


. . 


323 


317 


183 


6*3 


West Kent Yeomanry 


. . 


337 


198 


172 


597 


Royal Wilts Yeomanry 




236 


184 


I6S 


S7S 


Yorkshire Hussars . . 


• • 


213 


3IS 


142 


570 


Leicestershire Yeomanry 




218 


197 


152 


S67 


Middlesex Yeomanry 


• . 


194 


177 


180 


551 


North Devon Yeomanry 


• • 


3l6 


181 


143 


540 


Hampshire Yeomanry 


• • 


213 


197 


123 


533 


Suffolk Hussars 


• . 


213 


193 


123 


539 


Herts Yeomanry . . 




304 


17s 


108 


487 



In the Bisley Inter- Yeomanry Competition 21 teams 
competed. 
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The West Kent Yeomanry were first with 266 points, 1898 
the Dorset Yeomanry fifth with 248 points. The Loyd 
Lindsay was won by the Ayrshire with 128 points, the 
Dorset being second with 1 16. 

Lieutenant H. C. Hambro resigned his commission on 
the 9th. November, 1898. 

On the I St January, 1899, S. S. M. Reading of the 3rd 1899 
Dragoon Guards was appointed to the staff in succession 
to S. S. M. Gabbutt, 15 th Hussars, who retired on a 
pension. 

Veterinary Lieutenant O. G. Barrow resigned his 
appointment on the 3rd April. 

Mr. James Rowe was re-appointed Veterinary Lieutenant 
on the 22nd April, and on 15th May was promoted Vet- 
erinary Captain. 

The Regiment assembled for permanent duty at Wey- 
mouth on 1 8th May, when there were present 17 Officers 
and 181 N.C.O.'s and men, out of a total of 2 15 of all ranks. 
Lieutenant Matthew White Ridley of the Northumberland 
Hussars was attached for duty. 

The Wiltshire (Prince of Wales* Own) Yeomanry, under 
Colonel Walter Long, assembled at Weymouth on the same 
date at Colonel Goodden's invitation, their headquarters 
being the newly-opened Royal Hotel, the headquarters of 
the ** Queen's Own " being at the Burdon, 
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1 899 The two regiments were not brigaded, the Dorset drilling 
on Lodmoor, and the Wiltshire at Chickerell. 

The two regiments however combined for reconnaissance 
on two or three occasions, and the experience gained was 
interesting and instructive. The combined training was 
an unqualified success. 

At church parade on the 21st May, Colonel Goodden 
presented S. S. M. Gordon, i6th Lancers, with the medal 
for good conduct. 

On the 25th May, Major General F. Grant, C B. 
Inspector General of Cavalry, inspected the regiment on 
Lodmoor. On the 26th May, Major General J. D. P. 
French, commanding the Cavalry Brigade at Aldershot, in- 
spected the two regiments at outpost duty, after which, the 
Dorset Yeomanry was inspected in line at Culliford Tree 
by Lieutenant General Sir Baker Russell, K.C.B., 
K.C.M.G., commanding the Southern district. 

The report on the Regiment by the Inspector General 

of Cavalry was as follows : — 

" Colonel Goodden is very efficient in all respects, and the officers are 
above the average of Yeomanry officers in professional knowledge. 

" Captain Troyte-BuUock and Lieutenant Hon. Ivor Guest are specially 
noted as the best leaders amongst the captains and subalterns. 

"The Adjutant and Permanent Staff are smart, and know their drill 
and duties. S. S. M. Gordon is noted as exceptionally good in all 
respects. 

" The men are quite up to the average standard in appearance and 
above the average as regards training and skill at arms. 
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" The horses arc very fair and well broken for military purposes. 1 899 

"The drill of the Regiment is very good — detached duties are well 
performed — the officers and N.CO's showed intelligence and keenness 
and know the theory welL 

''The Regiment has always held a high place in the Musketry 
Returns. 

*' There was only one trumpeter and the Regiment had to borrow 
from the Regular Cavalry, which is undesirable. 

" The Lieutenant General commanding, who had the satisfaction of 
inspecting the Regiment himself on the 29th May, fully endorses the 
above favorable report, and considers the good state of the Dorset 
Yeomanry, is due mainly to the very great zeal and efficiency displayed 
by Colonel Goodden during the ten years he has commanded the 
Regiment." 

On the 14th June at Farnham, at the training of the 
Hants Yeomanry the Brigade Tournament was held. 

Dorset was first with 108 points, Hants second with 71 
points. Sergeant H. Willis of the Sherborne troop won 
the gold medal for ** Best Man.'' 

The Dymond Cup was won by the Blandford troop, and 
the Hambro Cup by the Sherborne troop. 

At Bisley, the Inter- Yeomanry Cup was won by the 
Ayrshire with 264 points, the Dorset being fifth with 247. 

The Loyd Lindsay was won by the Edinburgh Mounted 
Infantry, firing with Lee Metford rifles, the two Dorset 
teams being respectively 2nd and 3rd. 

In the Hythe Cup competition the Staffordshire Yeo- 
manry were first with 664, the Dorset being 6th. with 609. 



Digitized by 



Google 



30 Records of the Dorset Yeomanry. 

1899 On October 21st the Regiment furnished an escort to 
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales from Iweme House to 
Semley Station via Shaftesbury. The escort was com- 
manded by Lieutenant J. B. H. Goodden. H.R.H. sent 
for Lieutenant Goodden at Semley Station and compli- 
mented him on the smart appearance of the men and their 
horses. The men were subsequently entertained at lunch 
by Lord Wolverton. 

On the 9th November an appeal was made by Colonel 
Goodden, to the members of the Regiment, to raise a 
subscription on behalf of the wives and families of men 
serving in South Africa. (Vide Appendix.) 

A sum of ;^ 1 66 was raised in response, and forwarded to 
the Lord Mayor of London. 

1900 On the request of the Government to the Yeomanry to 
The War raise a force of 10,000 men for South Africa, a County 
in South Meeting was convened at Dorchester on January ist, 1900 
Africa. jjj order to determine the means of equipping a Dorset 

contingent. A company was despatched on February 28th, 
1900, and a re-inforcing draft under Lieutenant J. B. H. 
Goodden, sailed on April 14th, 1900. (Vide Part 11. J 

On the 14th April, Colonel Goodden, who had been in 
ill-health for several months, resigned the command and 
issued the following order : — 

" Colonel Goodden, after thirty years service in the Dorset Yeomanry 
during ten of which be has be^n in command, feels with the deepest 
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regret, that the present state of his heahh, makes it his duty to resign 1900 
the active command of the Regiment. In doing so, he desires to ex- 
press the deep obligation he is under to all the officers, N.C officers 
and men of the Regiment for the unvarying kindness and ready 
obedience which ha$ ever been rendered him. 

'* In handing over the Regiment to Colonel Brymer, Colonel Goodden 
feels confident that he leaves it in the hands of an officer, who will 
spare neither time nor trouble to maintain it in the highest state of 
efficiency. 

" Colonel Goodden rejoices that Her Majesty has been pleased to 
appoint him Honorary Colonel of the Regiment, an honour which he 
esteems very highly, and which will enable him to take a practical 
interest in the Regiment which it has been his greatest pride to 
command." 

On May loth the Regiment encamped in Sherborne 
Park for permanent duty for 17 days. 

The inspecting officer, Colonel C. E. Swaine, C.B., 
A.A.G., inspected the Regiment in outpost and recon- 
naissance only, all parade movements having been put an 
end to by order of the War Office. 

The Brigade Sports were competed for (for the last time^ 
at Bisley, at the Hants' permanent duty on June 15th 
Sergeant H. Willis, Sherborne Troop won the brigade cup 
and medals. 

At the Rifle Meeting at Bisley, the Dorsets were 8th 
in the Inter-Regimental Yeomanry competition, and ist in 
the Loyd Lindsay competition. 



Digitized by 



Google 



32 Records of the Dorset Yeomanry. 

1900 The Hythe Cup competition was shot for on September 
26th on the Sandford Orcas range, and the Regiment 
obtained 4th place. 

1 90 1 The nation was plunged in profound grief on the 21st 
January, on the decease of our beloved Queen. 

On February ist, Hon. Colonel Goodden, Colonel 
Brymer and Captain Bramwell were commanded to attend 
the Funeral at Osborne House, as representing the Dorset 
Yeomanry, and they marched in the mournful procession 
to Cowes. 

The title of the Regiment will in future be '* The Dorset 
(Queen's Own) Imperial Yeomanry." 

In April of this year a special army order dealing with 
the re-organisation of the Yeomanry was published. (Vide 
Appendix.) 

In March Lieutenant G. H. Digby took out a further 
draft of Yeomen to South Africa. 

The musketry report for 1900 was as follows : — 

" The Dorset Yeomanry again fired extremely well, besides making a 
high figure of merit in the actual course. They were * first ' in the Loyd 
Lindsay Competition, and 8th in Dismounted Inter-Regimental Compe- 
tition." 

The Secretary's of State for War (Right Hon. St. John 
Brodrick) re-organization scheme for the Yeomanry was 
received on April 19th (A.O. April 17th), and leave was 
immediately asked for the Regiment to go into camp on 
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May 13th on Blandford racecourse, but as no answer was 1901 
received until May 2nd it was found impossible, owing to 
contractors not being able to finish stabling for horses, &c. 
Since the N.C. officers and men wished particularly to 
attend the Royal Counties Agricultural Show at Weymouth 
on June 4th, it was therefore put off* until the autumn, then, 
unfortunately unforeseen difficulties occurred and ultimately 
the War Office allowed the Regiment to dispense with camp 
for the year. 

On June 25th the 26th Company 7th Battalion Imperial 
Yeomanry arrived back from South Africa {Vide Part 11.) 

This month Lee-Enfield rifles were issued to the Regi- 
ment in place of carbines, which were returned to ordnance 
store. 

In the autumn recruiting commenced in order to bring September, 
the Regiment up to the regimental strength. 

The Regiment was 3rd in the Inter-Regimental Hythe 
Cup Competition, which was shot at Sandford Orcas in 
September. 

Captain Percy Browne was gazetted Major and second- 
in-command. 

Many Officers and men of the 26th Company I.Y. went 
up to London and received their war medals from the 
King, and on December 13th Colonel Goodden presented 
the remainder at Weymouth at the Jubilee Hall. 
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1901 
October. 



1902 

January. 



At a mess meeting held at Dorchester on October 6th, it 
was resolved to hold a Yeomanry dinner at each Squadron 
Headquarters and at the leading towns during the coming 
winter for the purpose of obtaining recruits. 

Dinners were held at Sherborne, Blandford, Wimborne, 
Dorchester, and Weymouth between December, 1901, and 
February, 1902, and no less than 100 recruits were enrolled 
during that period. 

Many more could have been obtained, but it was thought 
inadvisable to lower the standard of recruit as was being 
done in most other Regiments, in order to reach the maxi- 
mum strength demanded by the War Office. 

Consequently the ** Queen's Own" can still call itself 
a Yeomanry Regiment in the true sense of the word. 

At the same meeting it was resolved — 

" That each officer pays for what he actually has, and that the mess in 
future should follow the lines of a Regular Regiment, and that the system 
of equal sharing of mess expenses be abolished so far as messing, wine, 
spirits, cigars, &c., is concerned. 

*' Regimental guests' expenses to be charged to Officers in equal propor- 
tions. 

" Private guests to be paid for by the officer inviting them." 
The following extracts appeared in the London Gazette : — 
DORSET IMPERIAL YEOMANRY. 

Lieutenant Colonel and Honorary Colonel W. £. Brymer resigns his 
commission with permission to retain his rank and to wear the uniform of 
the Regiment on his retirement, dated i8th January. 1902. 

Captain Sir Elliott Lees, Bart., D.S.O., to be supernumerary Major 
under paragraph 26 Yeomanry Regulations, dated i8th January, 1902. 
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The undermentioned officers to be Majors, dated as 1902 
above : — 
Captain and Honorary Major M. S. Williams, Captain T. A. Colfox. 

The undermentioned Lieutenants to be Captains, dated 
1 8th January, 1902: — 
W. E. Sawbridge-Erle-Drax, Hon. I. C. Guest, J. B. H. Goodden. 

Colonel Brymer published the following order on his 
retirement : — 

" Colonel Brymer cannot resign command of the Dorset (Queen's Own) 
Imperial Yeomanry, after having served in it for 35 years, without feelings 
of the deepest regret. 

" Colonel Brymer wishes to convey his sincere thanks to every officer and 
man, who has served under him, for the cordial and hearty support he has 
ever received from them. In handing over the Regiment to Colonel Percy 
Browne, C.B., he feels confident that the Regiment will be commanded 
by an officer who has already shewn his worth, and will do all in his power 
to maintain the Regiment in its present reputation." 

The following letter was received by Colonel Brymer, February. 

M.P., from the Inspector General of the Auxiliary Forces 

on relinquishing command of the Regiment : — 

"On your retirement from the command of the Dorset Imperial Yeomanry 
I have much pleasure in conveying to you the thanks of the Commander- 
in-Chief, for the good services you have rendered to the Yeomanry Force." 

The following appeared in the London Gazette : — 
DORSET IMPERIAL YEOMANRY. 

Major (second in command) P. J. Browne, C.B., to be Lieutenant 
Colonel, and to command, dated 12th February, 1902. 

Surgeon-Captain W. Rendall resigns his commission, and is granted the 
rank of Surgeon* Major, with permission to wear the uniform of the 
Regiment on retirement, dated 19th February, 1902. 

Supernumerary Captain E. G. Troyte-Bullock to be Major, dated 5th March. 
March, 1902. 

Lieutenant R. C. Batley to be Captain, same date. 
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1903 Captain A. A. C. Earl of Shaftesbury, Captain retired pay (Reserve of 
officers) from Dorset Imperial Yeomanry, to be Lieutenant-Colonel, North 
of Ireland Imperial Yeomanry, and to command, dated 12th March, 1903. 

March. Surgeon Lieutenant G. H. S. Daniell, M.B., to be Surgeon Captain, 
dated 19th March, 1902. 

Veterinary Major J. Rowe resigns his commission, with permission to 
retain his rank and to wear the uniform of the Regiment on retirement, 
dated 25th March, 1903. 

The following officers resign their commissions and 

receive new commissions subject to the provisions of the 

Militia and Yeomanry Act, 1901, each retaining his present 

rank and seniority, viz. : — 

Lieutenant-Colonel P. J. Browne, C.B. 

Major J. K. Wingfield Digby. 

Major Sir Elliott Lees, Bart., D.S.O. 

Major M. S. Williams. 

Major T. A. Colfox. 

Major E. G. Troyte-Bullock. 

Captain W. E. Sawbridge-Erle-Urax. 

Captain Hon. I, C. Guest. 

Captain J. B. H. Goodden. 

Captain R. C. Batley. 

Surgeon-Captain G. H. S, Daniell, M.B. 

Veterinary Lieutenant G. H. Golledge, M.R.C.V.S. 

Dated 2Sth March^ ig02. 
April The following gentlemen to be Second Lieutenants, 
dated 5th April, 1902. 

H. R. Kindersley, E. W. F. Castleman, H. M. Medlycott. 

Honorary Chaplain Rev. J. L. G. Hadow, M. A, resigns his commission, 
dated 5th March, 1902. 

Charles Wright Edwards, gentleman, formerly Captain 3rd Battalion 
West Yorkshire Regiment, to be Surgeon-Lieutenant, dated 30th April, 
1902. 

May. The Reverend Cyril Edwin Kindersley, M.A, to be Honorary Chaplain 
dated 21st May, 1902. 
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Lewys Legge Yeatman, gentleman, to be Second Lieutenant, dated 31st 1902 
May. 

Lieutenant G. H. Digby resigns his commission, and receives a new 
commission subject to the conditions of the Militia and Yeomanry Act, 
1 90 1, retaining his present rank and seniority. 

This Spring the Regiment was clothed in khaki, the new 
uniform consisted of cloak, serge frock with green facings, 
Bedford cord pantaloons, putties, and soft felt hat, and 
swords were returned to the ordnance store. 

On the 13th of May the Regiment went into camp at May, 
Bulford for the annual training, squadrons entraining for 
Amesbury. 

On the 27th of the month it was inspected by General 
Sir Evelyn Wood, V.C., G.C.B. 

The Annual Inspection was made by Lieutenant Colonel 
R. H. T. W. Wilson, D.S.O. (commanding Prov. Cavalry 
Regiment at Aldershot) on the 28th and 29th. He ex- 
pressed himself as highly pleased with the Regiment. 
During the Training an interesting day was the occasion of 
the Inspection of the Hon. Artillery on the Artillery Ranges. 
The Dorset Yeomanry took part in the proceedings, and 
were ordered to scout and find the enemy, viz.. Targets 
representing Infantry, etc., against which, when located by 
our Scouts, the Hon. Artillery Company fired common 
shell and shrapnel. Colonel Parsons, C.B., commanding 
Bulford Camp, kindly allowed the Regiment to remain on 
flanks of the guns to witness the practice, which was much 
appreciated by all ranks. 
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1902 Otherwise, owing to the sceircity of Troops on the Plain, 
and the absence of large Field Days, the Training was not 
as instructive as had been expected. 

The weather was, for the most part, wet and boisterous, 
with a few very cold nights. 

The sickness amongst the horses was very great — 
mostly colds and influenza. 

Considering the large number of Recruits, and the fact 
that the Regiment had not trained since 1900, the general 
appearance and drill was highly satisfactory. 

The Adjutants Prize was won this year by " B " Squadron, 
which also won the Loyd Lindsay Competition with 58 
points (Corporal Hunt's Team). The Recruits Loyd 
Lindsay was won by Trooper Hanford's ''C*^ Squadron 
Team with 47 points. 

The Camp broke up on the 30th of May. 

June. The result of the Brigade Cup Competition, which was 
held at Park House Camp, Salisbury, was as follows : 

DORSET IMPERIAL YEOMANRY. 



Names. 
("B" Squadron) 


Lemon 
Cutting. 


Heads 
and Posts. 


Tent 
Pegging. 


Total 


Sergeant H. Willis 
Corporal E. Hunt 
Trooper C. Young 
Trooper Phillips 


iz 
6 

3 


14 
II 

5 


3 
6 

13 

8 


28 
23 

16 



9a 
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1902 



Sergeant Sullivan 


9 








9 


Sergeant Hall 


3 





8 


11 


Sergeant Dewey 








4 


4 


Trooper Rose 















24 



This cup having been won for the third time by Sergeant 
Willis became his own property, and he was also awarded 
the gold medal by the Royal Military Tournament. 



CORONATION OF 
HIS MAJESTY KING EDWARD VII. 

The Regiment was represented at His Majesty's Corona- 
tion by the following Non-Commissioned Officers and Men, 
under the command of Major R. C. Batley. 



August. 



No. 123 


Squad. Q.-M. Sergeant T. R. Perham 


I A Squadron 


•> " 


Corporal A. J. Burch 


.. A 


n 474 


„ J. Sawteli 


B 


» 450 


„ Lush 


.. C 


,» 517 


Trooper F. Perham 


.. B 


M 364 


„ R. D. Gillingham ... 


.. A „ 


„ 486 


, B. Bowditch 


... A 


.» 374 


„ R. Lemon 


.. B „ 


» 341 


„ Walton ... 


... B „ 



The above party reached London on Monday, August 
8th, and was billeted at Queen Anne's Mansions, the 
horses being stabled at St. Ermin's Hotel. 

On the morning of the 9th August the detachment 
paraded at 5.30, and marched via Bird Cage Walk past 
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1902 Buckingham Palace and up Constitution Hill into Rotten 
Row, where it was joined by other detachments of the 
Imperial Yeomanry. 

Soon after 8 a.m. a position was taken up by the Yeo- 
manry, lining the Mall from Buckingham Palace to Clarence 
Gate. The Coronation procession passed at 11. 15 a.m. 
An hour later the various detachments marched back to 
their respective quarters, the Dorset party remaining in 
London until the 'following Monday. On this occasion the 
the representatives of the Regiment were dressed in plain 
khaki. Subsequently Major Batley received the silver 
Coronation medal, and Squad. Q.-M. Sergeant Perham the 
bronze medal. 

The number of men enrolled since the previous year's 
training amounted to 10 1. 

September. Second Lieutenant H. R. Kindersley obtained a certifi- 
cate from the School of Instruction at Aldershot, qualifying 
him for promotion to the rank of Captain. 

October. The Annual Regimental Shooting Meeting took place in 
October on the Yeovil range. The Hambro Cup was won 
by "B** Squadrom with 273 points out of a possible 400, 
**C" Squadron being second with 235 points, **A*' 
Squadron 210 points. 

S.Q.M.S. Bartlett was awarded the prize of ;^5 for the 
Best Shot in the Regiment, making 42 points, S.Q.M.S. 
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Perham running him very close with 4 1 points and obtaining 1 902 
the second prize of £1. 

The Young Soldier's Prize of £2 was won by Trooper A. 
Kendall with 39 points. Troopers E. S. Sharpe, T. A. B. 
Daubney, and W. Churchill winning the remaining prizes 
with the following respective scores, viz., 31, 30, 30. The 
Best Recruit Shot was Trooper E. S. Sharpe, who took the 
prize of ;^3. 

The Regiment entered for the annual competition for the 
Hythe Cup and took the 9th place with a score of 610, the 
Ayrshire Yeomanry winning this competition with a total of 
686 points. 

The following team represented the Regiment during the 
summer at Bisley in the Inter- Regimental Yeomanry 
competition, and obtained a prize of ^4, viz. : — 

Corporal G. White " B " Squadron 

„ E. Hunt „ „ 

„ W. Mogg „ „ 

Trooper J. Jeanes „ „ 

Major H. D. Bramwell, 15th Hussars, Adjutant of the 
Regiment, vacated the appointment on expiration of his 
term of tenure. Major E. G. Troyte-BuUock being appoin- 
ted acting Adjutant. 

In the London Gazette of the 15th November, Lieutenant November. 
G. H. Digby was promoted to the rank of Captain. 

Second Lieutenant H. R. Kindersley was promoted to the 1903 
rank of Lieutenant in the London Gazette of January 7th. January 
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1903 Lieutenant W. Vizard from the Glamorganshire Imperial 
March. Yeomanry, was gazetted a Lieutenant in the Regiment, 

dated 4th March. 
April Squadron Sergeant-Major J. McEUigott was granted the 

honorary rank of Regimental Sergeant-Major to date from 

the I St April. 

Second Lieutenant H. M. Medlycott obtained a certifi- 
cate at the School of Instruction at Aldershot qualifying 
him for promotion to the rank of Captain. 

On ist May Captain M. F. Gage, 7th Dragoon Guards, 
was appointed Adjutant vice Major Bramwell. 

May. On the 1 8th of May, the Regiment went into camp at 
Blandford for the annual training. Strength, 20 Officers 
and 291 rank and file. **A'' Battery R.H.A. arrived in 
camp a week later for combined exercise 

On the 2 1 St of May the Regiment (2 Squadrons) carried 
out Field Firing under a tactical scheme at the Okeford 
Fitzpaine Range, the remaining Squadron performing this 
exercise on the following day. 

Field Meirshal Sir Evelyn Wood, V.C., G.C.B., com- 
manding the 2nd Army Corps, witnessed a Regimental 
Field Day in the neighbourhood of Badbury Rings on the 
27th, which position was defended by "A" Squadron 
under Major Colfox, and was assaulted by the other two 
Squadrons. The Chestnut Battery took part in the opera- 
tions. The Field Marshal expressed himself well satisfied 
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with the appearance of the men and horses and with 1903 
the manner in which the operations had been carried out 

On the following day an instructive day's work took 
place in conjunction with the Chestnut Battery, which with 
the Regiment formed the ** Independent Cavalry*' of an 
invading force, operating against the enemy's advanced 
Cavalry (Hants I.Y. & B.B. Battery R.H.A.). The enemy 
was reported to have reached the line of the River Avon, 
and the Regiment was ordered to move on Salisbury and 
to destroy the railway junction at that place with a view to 
hindering any concentration of the hostile army at Salisbury. 

Since Pentridge Hill, a position commanding the line of 
advance on Salisbury, was an all-important factor to the 
fulfilment of this plan. Major Williams, in command of 
**C" Squadron, was ordered to move rapidly in advance 
of the main body and endeavour to seize this position. 

On conclusion of the day. Colonel Browne published 

the following order : 

" The Commanding Officer wishes to thank all ranks for the excellent 
work performed to-day. The rapid advance of " C" Squadron on Pentridge 
Hill was very well carried out, and the forward position that they were 
able to occupy materially assisted in preventing opposition to the rest of 
our advance. "B** and "C" Squadrons both did capital dismounted 
work through the woods from Harley Gap, and succeeded in capturing 
many of the enemy, and their final attack on Pentridge Hill was specially 
commended by the Field Marshal. " A " Squadron carried out its move- 
ment with excellent results, and its well-planned and well-executed attack 
on the Hants Squadron and two guns R.H.A. was really successful, and 
was only disallowed by the umpires in order to give time for the attack to 
develop elsewhere. The result of the day was pronounced to have been 
highly successful to our side by the Field Marshal commanding the 
2nd Army Corps." 
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1903 On the 30th May, the Regiment, with the Chestnut 
Battery, was ordered to seize a passage of the Allen 
River in the neighbourhood of Witchampton, the enemy's 
advanced cavalry (Hants I.Y. and B.B. Battery R.H.A.) 
being reported at Ringwood the previous evening, he 
was located about 10 a. m. on the line of the Allen River 
with his main position covering Witchampton. 

•* B '* Squadron was sent to demonstrate here, with 
orders to attack if opportunity offered. The remainder of 
the force turned the enemy's left flank and appeared in 
rear of his main position unperceived, at five minutes after 
noon, too late to complete the success, as the operations 
came to an end at midday. 

The " Mounted Scouts" Competition took place on the 
Blandford Range on the 29th. **A" Squadron took the 
first place with a score of 47 points, the second team 
of the same Squadron being second with 28 points; 
••C" Squadron 27 points. "B" Squadron made 32 points 
in the shooting, but was disqualified owing to the team 
not completing the course. 

A third Field Day against the Hampshire Carabineers 
took place on the ist of June, which concluded this series 
of combined training with that Regiment. The lessons 
learnt were most instructive and useful to all ranks, and 
raised the keenness and at the same time showed up the 
soldierlike qualities of both officers and men to the highest 
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extent On the conclusion of this last day's operations 1903 
Colonel Browne issued the following order: 

** The Commanding Officer wishes again to compliment the regiment on 
their work to-day. Major Troyte-Bullock succeeded in detaining the ' 
enemy and put one gun out of action, whilst Major Colfox made his flank 
attack on the main position and got to within twenty yards of two troops 
of the enemy, and captured them without being seen. Our guns had a 
splendid position on Launceston Down, where they had a full view of the 
enemy's position On the right flank, Lieutenant Castleman was sent to 
ambush the enemy on the main Ringwood-Cranborne Road, and he 
really succeeded in completely destroying the battery and escort, firing 
25 rounds per man at 200 yards distance. He and Captain Guest then 
succeeded in * rounding up * two troops of the enemy at Long Critchel, 
and then moved round and took the enemy in rear, but the ' cease fire ' 
stopped operations. 

" On Saturday our advance across the Allen River by High Hall was 
completely successful, and our troops got round the enemy's rear." 

Major - General Baden-Powell, Inspector - General of 
Cavalry, carried out the annual inspection of the Regiment 
on the 2nd and 3rd of June, the first day at operations in 
the field, and on the second day squadrons were inspected 
separately in drill and manoeuvre. The Inspector General, 
in a speech on the last day of his inspection, paid a high 
compliment to the efficient state of the Regiment. 

General Baden -Powell was the chief umpire in the 
competition for the Adjutant's Cup, which was won by 
"B'^ Squadron, "C and "A'* following in order of 
merit. 

On June 4th the training came to an end, squadrons June, 
marching off independently to their respective head- 
quarters. 
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1903 The weather throughout remained superb, which con- 
duced in a great measure to the enjoyment of all ranks 
during 16 days of a highly instructive and interesting camp. 

During the training the town of Blandford shewed its 
appreciation of the services of the Dorset Yeomanry by 
its liberal hospitality. On the 29th of May an entertainment 
was given at the Town Hall, to which all officers and men 
were invited, and during which, war medals were presented 
by Colonel Browne to Staff Sergt.-Major Prime and 
members of the Volunteers. 

The Mayor also presented a donation of ^^5 5s. from the 
town for prizes in the Regimental Sports. 

On the 19th of June a shooting meeting was held at the 
Yeovil range to select the Bisley teams and to compete 
for the Young Soldiers* Competition. Trooper James, of 
" B ** Squadron, won the latter with 33 points ; Trooper 
Martin (**C"), 2nd, with 33 points; Trooper Weeks 
(•' A •*), 3rd, 28 points ; Trooper Bartlett {'' A ''), 4th, 27 
points. 

July. On the 25th July the following non-commissioned officers 
and men represented the Regiment at Bisley : — 
MOUNTED SCOUTS COMPETITION. 



Sergeant Stacey 
Lance-Sergeant Hunt 
White 
Lance-Corporal Mogg 
„ Harris 

Trooper Jeans 



B Squadron. 
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INTER-REGIMENTAL CHALLENGE CUR 

Squadron Quartermaster-Sergeant Stacey . . . B Squadron, 

Sergeant Stacey ,, „ 

Lance-Sergeant Hunt „ „ 

>f White „ „ 

The Annual Regimental Rifle Meeting took place on August, 
the 5 th of August on the Blandford Volunteer range. 
The Hambro Cup was carried off by " B '* Squadron. 
The "Best Shot" Competition was won by Trooper 
Mitchell, of •• C *' Squadron, with 44 points, Lance- 
Corporal Mogg, of **B'' Squadron, being awarded the 
second prize with the same number of points. 

The '' Best Recruit" shot was Trooper James, of **B " 
Squadron, who scored 22 points. 

*' C " Squadron won the Dymond Cup this year, with a 
total of 325 marks ; ** A" second, 317 marks ; ^* B," 285 
marks. 

On the 1 2th September a Squadron of the Regiment, September, 
formed from Volunteers from all the Squadrons, and under 
the command of Major Troy te- Bullock with Lieutenants 
Vizard and Castleman and 80 rank and file, joined the 5th 
Division, 2nd Army Corps, for the manoeuvres at Corsham, 
forming the ** Divisional Cavalry" to that Division. On 
the conclusion of the operations, which culminated in a 
five hours' battle at Hungerford on the 17th of September, 
Lieutenant-General Sir Leslie Rundle, K.C B., command- 
ing the 5th Division, expressed himself in most flattering 
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1903 terms with regard to the work of this Squadron^ and 
especially drew attention to the excellence of its discipline, 
the enterprise and keenness manifested by all ranks in the 
performance of their duties in the field, and to the good 
class and condition of the horses. 

The Hythe Cup was shot for at the end of the month on 
the Sandford range. The team improved on the previous 
year's score, making a total of 636 points, but was placed 
one place lower in the list, viz., loth. The competition 
was won by the Hertford Yeomanry with 717 points. 

As a result of the Regimental Sports held at Blandford 
this year. Sergeant Willis received the Challenge Cup and 
Grold Medal from the Royal Military Tournament for the 
best man at arms, 1903. This Cup also having been in his 
possession the previous year, it became his own property. 

October. The two Colt guns used by the Regiment in South 
Africa were presented by Colonel Browne and the officers 
to the Dorset County Museum. 

On the 28th October a luncheon was given by the Officers 
of the Regiment to Colonel Goodden and Colonel Brymer, 
M.P., at the Digby Hotel, Sherborne, at which testimonials 
were presented to each from the officers past and present 
of the Regiment, as a small recognition and appreciation of 
the important services they had both rendered to the 
Corps. 
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The following comprised the list of subscribers : — 1903 

To THE Testimonial to Colonel Goodden ; 
Colonel W. E. Brymer, M.P. 
Lieut.-Col. P. J. Browne, CB. 
Major M. Scott Williams. 
Major T. A. Colfox. 
Captain Bramwell. 
Major Batley. 

Major J. K. Wingfleld Digby, M.P. 
Major Sir Elliott Lees, Bart,, D.S.O., M P. 
Major Troyte-Bullock, 
Captain Hon. I. C. Guest, M.P. 
Captain Sawbridge Erle-Drax. 
Lord Stalbridge. 
Hon. H. Sturt. 
Earl of Ilchester. 
Hon. E. W. B. Portman. 
W. Kendall, Esq. 
J. Gundry, Esq. 

Surgeon Lieut-Col. G. W. Daniell. 
H. C. Hambro, Esq. 
Hon. H. B. Portman. 



Subscribers to the Testimonial to Col. AV. E. Brymer, M.P. 
Colonel Goodden. 
Lieut-CoL Browne, CB. 
Major Wingfield Digby, M.P. 
Major Sir Elliott Lees, Bart., D.S.O., M.P. 
Major Scott Williams. 
Major Colfox. 
Major Troyte-Bullock. 
Major Batley. 
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Subscribers to the Testimonial to Col. W. E. Brymer, M.P. 

Continued. 
Captain Sawbridge Erle-Dxax. 
Hoa I. C. Guest, M.P. 

„ Hon. E. W. B. Portman. 

,, Goodden. 

„ BramwelL 
Surgeon Captain DanielL 
Vet Lieut. GoUedge. 
Rev. J. L. G. Hadow. 
Sugeon Lieut. CoL DanielL 
Hon. H. B. Portman. 
R. D. Thornton, Esq. 



The numbers enrolled during the year only amounted 
to 59. 

Captain G. H. Digby and 2nd Lieutenant L. L. Yeatman 
were awarded certificates from the school of instruction, 
Aldershot, qualifying them for promotion to the ranks of 
Major and Lieutenant respectively. 

December. On the 19th December a memorial was unveiled in the 
Church at Blandford by Colonel Browne, to the memory of 
the late Sergeant Butler of the Dorset Yeomanry, who died 
of enteric fever during the war in South Africa. The 
following Officers were present at the ceremony besides the 
greater number of the " C " or Blandford Squadron, viz., 
Major Sir E. Lees, Rev. C. E. Kindersley, Major Scott 
Williams, Colonel Mansel, Surgeon Captain Daniell, Lieu- 
tenants Castleman and Vizard, Captain Gage (Adjutant), 
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Quartermaster Parsons, and many other former members 1903 
of the Regiment. The Inscription on this Tablet was as 
follows : 

To THE Glory of God, and in Memory of 

SERGEANT REGINALD BUTLER, 

Who died of enteric fever at Pretoria August 6th, 1900, 

Aged 26 years. 

This Tablet is erected by his old comrades, the Officers, 

Non-Cominissioned Officers and men of the 

Blandford Troop D.Q.O.Y. as a token of their r^ard and 

admiration of his gallant conduct. 

DULCE ET decorum est pro PATRIA MORI. 



The following appeared in the London Gazette of 5th of 1904 
January : — January. 

** Sir Randolf Littlehales Baker, Bt., to be 2nd Lieutenant, dated 
6th January, 1904." 

On the 1 6th May, Squadrons marched to Wool inde- May. 
pendently for the annual training. 

All the horses of the Regiment were picketed this year 
for the first time, the temporary stabling of horses in camp 
having been prohibited. 

The strength of the Regiment in camp was 20 officers, 
268 rank and file. 

•• H '' Battery R.H.A. arrived in camp on May 23rd, 
and on the 28th the 3rd Battalion Dorset Regiment also 
arrived. 
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1904 Field firing was carried out by the Regiment on May 
1 8th at Wool under a tactical scheme. 

Field Marshal Sir Evelyn Wood, V.C., &c., inspected 
the Regiment in camp on 24th May, and in the field on the 
following day, when a tactical scheme was carried out 
by the Regiment in conjunction with the other troops in 
camp. 

June. On May 31st and June ist the Regiment was inspected 
by Colonel Lowe, A.Q.M.G., 2nd Army Corps. 

The Annual Regimental Rifle Meeting took place during 

the training at Wool. Results as follows : — 

Best shot of Sergts. and Lance-Sergts., Sergt. G.White, "B," 141 points 

Best shot of Corporals, Corpl. Weeks, "A," 141 points. 

Best shot of Troopers, Trooper James, " B," 145 points. 

Best Recruit shot, Trooper Salisbury, " B," 19 points. 

Hambro Cup, " B " Squadron, 294 points. 

Best shot of Regiment, Sergt. Hunt, "B," 41 points. 

Second ditto, Sergt. White, " B," 41 points. 

Regimental Mounted Scouts Competition, " B " Squadron, 3 1 points. 

Saddling Up Competition, "A" Squadron. 

Reconnaissance Competition— 

"C " Squadron 50 marks. 

"B" „ 46 „ 

"A" , 40 .. 

The Adjutant's Prize was won by " C " Squadron with 62 marks, 
*• A " being second with 58 marks. 

Prizes were given for signalling, and were won by the 

following : — 

Trooper Dyson, "A," £1, Class A. 

Trooper EUery, "A," 10s., Class A. 

Trooper Hiscock, " B," £1, Class B. 

Trooper Lush, " B," los.. Class B. 
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Class A for telegraph clerks and others who were signal- 1904 
lers before the 1904 drill season. 

Class B for all who had joined since ist February, 1904. 
DYMOND CUP COMPETITION, 1904. 



Subjacts of Qualification. 


Maximum number 
of Points 
obtainable. 


Judged by 


Name. 


Number of Poinu 
obtained. 


A I B C 


Anntud Mnsketry Coane .. 

Field Firing (Percentage of 
hite,&c.) .. .. .. 

Beat Shot in Regiment \ 
(annual oourse) . . . . J 

and ditto 

The Hambro Cup . . 
Moonted Scoots Competition 
Adjutant's Priae 
Saddling Competition 
Best Reconnaissance Group 


f lit .. too 'X 
\ and.. 80 I 
I 3rd ..60/ 

r ist .. 100 ^ 

i and.. 80 I 
\ 3rd .. 60 / 

10 

5 

Xyi.. so/ 

< and . . 40 y 
I 3rd .. 30 J 

\ and .. 40 . 
I 3rd .. 30 J 

f ist 50^ 

and.. 40 V 

I 3rd .. 30 J 


Figure of 
Merit 

Adjutant 

CoL Lowe 

and 
Adjutant 

Regimental 
Officers 

Adjutant 


Trooper James 

Scrgts. White and 
Hunt tied 

Trooper Salisbury 
Total . . 


60 

fOO 

60 
40 
40 
50 
30 


80 
80 

10 

5 
7 

75 
50 
30 
40 
4« 


100 
60 

5« 
30 
50 

30 

50 


380 


4«7 


370 



The Regimental Sports took place on the 31st May, in 
heavy rain. 

The training concluded on June ist, and on the following 
day the squadrons marched out of camp. 
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1904 The weather had been uncertain throughout, and there 
was much rain. Wool was found to be a bad training 
ground, owing to the numerous bogs. There were no 
other mounted units within manoeuvring distance, and the 
field days were therefore confined to the troops in camp, 
and lost some of their interest through lack of mounted 
troops. 

The following appeared in the London Gazette on June 
7th, 1904 :— 

Dorset (Queen's Own) Imperial Yeomanry. 

The undermentioned Majors are granted the honorary rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonel, dated June 4th, 1904. 

J. K. D. Wingfield U\^y. M.P. 
Sir Elliott Lees, Bart., D.S.O., M.P. 
M. Scott Williams. 

Captain W. E. Sawbridge Erle-Drax is granted the honorary rank 
of Major, dated June 4th, 1904. 

July. On July 23rd, the following non-commissioned Officers 
and men represented the Regiment at Bisley. 

Mounted Scouts Team. 

Sergeant Hunt (captain), B Squadroa 

„ G. White, 
Corporal Mogg, „ 

Lance-Corporal Harris, „ 
Trooper James, „ 

„ Salisbury, 

Inter-Regimental Challenge Cup Team. 

Sergeant Hunt, B Squadron. 

„ White, „ „ 

Corporal Mogg, „ „ 

Lance-Corporal Harris, „ „ 
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The Mounted Scouts' Competition was won by the 1904 
Regiment. 



The other Regiments which took part and the scores 
obtained were as follows : — 



Bisley. 









FOUR 


PRIZES 


















Shooting 
Point*. 


Points 
added for 


Pbtnts 






1 


Priiet. 


Regiaent 


Time 
taken. 






nnmber of 
complete 

half 
■inntei 

by which 
the team 

was faster 

than the 

slowest 

team. 


not ex- 
ceeding ao 

for the 

practicil 
folfilment 
of the idea 

and con- 
ditions of 

the com. 

petition. 


Total 

Deduc 

tions for 

shoU 

fired 

after 

whistle 

sounded. 


' 


800 


500 




Chal- 




















lenge 




















Shield 




IJ 
















and 
















I 


;^50 


Dorset I. Y 


8 4 


35 


58 


25 


13 


, , 


131 


3 


£lo 


13th Middlesex 


844 


25 


69 


20 


10 


, , 


124 


3 


;tio 


1 8th Hussars.. 


7 40 


17 


48 


30 


15 


, , 


110 


4 


;^I0 


13th Co. Salisbury M.I. 
NEXT IN ORDER 


8 19 


II 


59 


25 


11 


• • 


106 


jfioo 






OF MERIT. 




















1st Dragoon Guards.. 


; 3> 


21 


28 


30 


13 




92 






5th Lancers . . 


8 33 


17 


44 


20 


10 




91 






14th Hussars.. 


7 54 


2 


39 


25 


16 




82 






14th Middlesex 


8 20 


17 


25 


25 


13 




80 






1st Life Guards 


8 57 


21 


3» 


15 


12 




79 




. , 


lathCo. Salisbury M.I. 


8 3 


II 


22 


25 


15 




73 




. , 


8th Hussars . . 


7 40 


6 


19 


30 


15 




70 






lOthCo. Salisbury M.I. 


8 10 


6 


26 


25 


9 




66 






1 1 th Co. Salisbury M. I. 


8 24 


9 


15 


20 


10 




54 






Berks I.Y 


10 51 


23 


29 


, , 


13 


12 


53 






Surrey I.Y. . . 


10 44 


3 


»3 


•• 


9 


2 


23 



Lowest winning score in 1903 
Lowest winning score in 1902 



77 

48 
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1904 The Regiment in this competition was represented by — 
Sergeant Hunt, " B " Squadron (Captain). 

White „ 

Corporal Mogg „ „ 

„ Harris „ „ 

Trooper E. James „ 

„ Salisbury „ 

The following appeared in the Morning Post: — 

THE ART OF WAR. 

"Two competitions decided to-day— the Mounted Scouts and the 
Commander-in-Chief's — are based on the practical conditions of actual 
warfare. The first, as its name implies, is an exercise in scouting, in 
which teams of six a side take part. The general idea is that a 
small force of Cavalry is ordered to gallop to an important point, and 
from two successive positions to check advancing Infantry, keeping its 
movements and positions concealed from the enemy. An important 
matter is the handling of the horses, no " holding " being permitted, 
while the animals have to be left under cover or concealed from view 
during the firing. The distance the teams were given to ride was 
about a mile, and they had to fire at 500 and 800 yards as many 
rounds as they could get off within a time limit of a minute and a 
half at each distance. The targets were fashioned to resemble human 
figures. The first prize of £^0 was won by the Dorset Imperial 
Yeomanry team, which not only displayed dashing horsemanship, but 
did extremely well at the targets, scoring 131 points. The second of 
£30 went to the Queen's Westminsters with 124, and the third oi £\o 
to the 1 8th Hussars with no points. Six Regular Cavahy teams 
entered, all armed with the new short Service rifle, but their shooting 
practice, with the exception of the i8th Hussars, was indifferent." 

The following order was published by Colonel Browne 
on return of the team. 

" The Commanding Officer wishes to offer his heartiest congratulations, 
and also those of the Regiment, to each member of the team for the 
splendid success which has been achieved, and to place on record his 
appreciation of the efforts and personal sacrifices which each has made, 
at a busy time of the year, in order to bring this honour to the Dorset 
Yeomanry. 
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'The team has ail the more reason to be proud of its performance 1904 
in that it has proved itself superior, both in riding and shooting, to 
all the teams of Regular Cavalry and Mounted Infantry which com- 
peted, which have obviously many more opportunities for practice than 
Yeomanry teams. 

"The Commanding Officer sincerely hopes that now that the Regi- 
ment has taken the lead in this competition, that it will continue to 
maintain it in future years at Bisley, and that no efforts will be spared 
by all ranks to endeavour to qualify for selection to their respective 
squadron teams, the best of which will always have the honour of 
representing the Regiment at Bisley. 

" Colonel Browne wishes to draw particular attention to the fact that 
Trooper SaUsbury was one of this year's recruits, who, by his energy 
and keenness in shooting, has already qualified himself for selection to 
his Squadron Mounted Scouts' team, as well as to the Regimental team 
which is to compete for the Hythe Cup competition." 

On 6th August the shoot for the Hythe Cup competition August 
took place on the Sandford Orcas range. A high wind was 
blowing, and the team scored 639 at the three ranges, 
which made it 13th in order of merit, out of 20 teams 
competing. 

This result was most disappointing. 

Lieutenants H. R. Kindersley and W. Vizard qualified at 
the School of Musketry, Hythe, during the summer. 

By special Army Order, dated November 9th, 1904, it November, 
was notified that a medal for long service and good 
conduct would be granted to non-commissioned officers 
and men of the Imperial Yeomanry, who were serving on 
or after that date, and who had completed 10 years service 
and attended at least 10 trainings. 
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1904 It was also notified that the period of re-engagement for 
men who had enlisted since the passing of the Militia and 
Yeomanry Act of 1901, would be for one year at a time, 
instead of for three years. 

December. On the loth December, " A *' Squadron found a travelling 
escort, under the command of Lieutenant H, R. Kindersley, 
and consisting of 12 non-commissioned officers and men, on 
the occasion of the departure of their Royal Highnesses, 
the Prince and Princess of Wales, from Melbury. The 
party conducted the Royal carriage from Melbury House 
to Evershot station. 

On Christmas Day all ranks of the Regiment were plunged 
into the most profound sorrow by the death of Lieut. - 
Colonel J. K. Wingfield Digby, M.P., second in command 
of the Dorset Yeomanry. He had served in the Regiment 
for 24^ years, during which time he had always taken the 
keenest interest in its welfare ; he had proved himself a most 
capable officer, and had brought the squadron which he 
commanded prior to his promotion to the rank he held at 
his death, to the highest state of efficiency. 

The funeral service was held in the Sherborne Abbey on 
the afternoon of the 30th December. 

Colonel Goodden (honorary Colonel of the Regiment), 
Colonel Percy Browne and 19 other officers and 92 non- 
commissioned officers and men, representing all three 
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THE LATE HON. LIEUT.-COLONEL J. K. WINGFIELD DIGBY, M.P. 

Second-itt'ContmaHd Dorset hnpcfial YeoHtanry. 

Served in the Regiment 1880 10 1904. 
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squadrons, attended the funeral and headed the long pro- 1904 
cession from the Castle to the Abbey, and thence to the 
burial ground at Castleton. 

Wreaths were sent from the officers, and also from the 
non-commissioned officers and men of the Regiment. 

The following appeared in the London Gazette of the 3rd February. 

February : — 

Dorset Yeoiianry. 
2nd Lieut L. L. Yeatman to be Lieutenant, dated 28th January, 1905. 

The following remarks by the General Officer command- 
ing the district, on the Musketry of the Regiment, were 
published : — 

** The percentage of 3rd class shots is too high, but it is satisfactory 
to see that all qualified on repetitioiL 

''The shooting of the recruits is not quite as good as last year. 

''This Regiment takes much interest in musketry, which should have a 
beneficial effect on the shooting. 

''On the whole, I think the results of the shooting are fairly satis- 
factory." 

The Regiment this year lost the services of Sergeant G. March 
White, who had been in the Regiment for 26 years, he was 
permitted to retain his rank and to wear the uniform of the 
Regiment, on retirement, by order of the G.O.C. Southern 
District. 

Corporal C. Ryall who served for 2 1 years, and Corporal 
A. E. Willis who had been in the Regiment for 19 years, 
also sent in their resignations, and were allowed to retain 
their full dress uniform, by the commanding officen 
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1905 The annual musketry coiirse was carried out during the 
early spring. The figure of merit of the Regiment was 
104*9. 

May. On the 15th May the Regiment assembled at Blandford 
for the annual training, squadrons marching in independ- 
ently. 

The following promotions were notified in Regimental 
orders that evening : — 

Lance-Corporal Young ** B " Squadron promoted G>rporaL 

To date, Biay 14. 
O)rporal Sawtell it m m Sergeant 

Oirporal Mitchell m m »» Lance-Sergt. 

Lance-CorpL J. Perham „ „ „ 0)rpL and Lce.-Sergt 

n J. Kendall h » m Corporal 

Trooper F. Perham » » m m 

n A. Kendall „ „ ^ Lce.«CorpL 



W. R. James 
W. Rogers 
W. G. Harris 



tf ft M 91 

ft N t» ft 

ft ff ft n 



MARCHING IN STATE. 

Officers •• «. 18 

Non-Commissioned and men • • 301 

Total 319 all ranks 
together with 311 horses and i maxim gun. 

The Hambro Cup Competition took place on the 
Blandford Range on the 17th May« and was again won by 
"B'* Squadron, with 269 points, **A'* Squadron being 
second, with 249 points^ " C ** Squadron scoring 224 
points. 
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The "best shot '* and "best recruit shot*' competitions 1905 
were fired on the same day, with the following results : — 

''Best Shot,** Lance-Sergt Weeks ''A'' Squadron. 

3iid "Best Shot/' Sergt. G, White "B" 

" Best*Recniit Shot." Trooper Harris " B ** Squadroa 

On the following day, the i8th, members of the Regi- 
ment competed for badges. 

Sergeant Hunt, of "B'* Squadron was awarded the 
badge for the best shot of the Sergeants and Lance-Sergts. 
of the Regiment, and Trooper A. W. James of the same 
squadron proved himself the best shot of all the Corporals 
and Privates in the Regiment. 

During the morning, " A ** and " B *' Squadrons, carried 
out Field-firing at Okeford Fitzpaine, under a tactical 
scheme set by Squadron Commanders. 

The *^ Mounted Scouts'* Competition took place on the 
20th May. ''B'* Squadron was also victorious in this, 
with the small score of 60 points, " C '* being second with 
47 points, " A '* Squadron scoring 38 points. 

On Sunday the 21st May, on the conclusion of Church 

Service, the Commanding Officer presented the following 

Non-Commissioned officers and men with their long 

service medals. 

"A" Squadron. 

Squadron Sergeant-Major J. Perham. 

„ Quartermaster Sergeant J. Guppy. 
Sergeant W. Hammond. 
L^ce-Sergeant A. J. Burch, 
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1905 "B** Squadron. 

Regimental Quartermaster-Sergeant H. Stacey. 
Squadron Sergeant-Major A. J. Stacey. 

„ Quartermaster-Sergeant J. RyaU. 
Sergeant H. Willis. 

„ £• Hunt. 

„ G. White. 

.. W. Mogg. 
Corporal C Young. 

"C* Squadron. 

Squadron Quartermaster-Sergeant W. C. Bartlett. 

M Sergeant-Major Atkins. 
Sergeant Dugdale. 
Hoa Sergeant-Major Sloper. 
Trooper J. A. Brown. 

The following late members of the Regiment were 

similarly decorated 

Sergeant G. White. 
Corporal A. £. Willis. 
C RyalL 

Colonel Porter, C.B., Staff Officer for Yeomanry, arrived 
in camp on the 22nd, for the annual inspection of the 
Regiment, and on the following morning he witnessed the 
saddling-up competition, and afterwards visited the horse 
lines. The element of surprise, which is one of the 
features of this competition, was well effected by means of 
a bogus order the previous evening, which detailed the 
whole Regiment to parade for "judging distance '* drill at 
10 a.m. At 8.45 a.m. the trumpet, however, sounded 
" General Parade," and squadrons quickly realising its 
purport, turned out exceedingly smart, the quickest time 
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being done by "A'' Squadron, which was present on 1905 
mounted parade in 18 minutes from the time the trumpet 
sounded. 

The following was the result of the competition : — 



1st "A" Squadron .. 


• • 


510 marks. 


and "B" 


, , 


354 » 


3ni "C" 


.. 


337 » 



The Inspecting Officer was most complimentary in his 
remarks on the manner in which squadrons carried out the 
competition. 

On the 24th May the Regiment left the standing camp 
at Blandford to operate against the Mounted Infantry in 
the neighbourhood of Wylye, in Wiltshire, 

The operations were to be carried out strictly imder 
•* service *' conditions, and with this object in view all 
l>Agg«Lge ^nd impedimenta were cut down to a minimum. 

The officers were allowed one tent amongst four, with 
20 lbs. kit, and other ranks one tent to every 10 men and 
12 lbs. kit. 

The transport was regulated on a scale of two wagons to 
each squadron, and one wagon for the officers' mess. 

Since the Government, however, only allowed the Regi- 
ment two wagons and one cart, the balance necessary for 
the conveyance of blankets, tents, etc., had to hired by 
contract with Messrs. Wort and Way, of Salisbury. 
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1905 The '* General Idea'' for the tactical operations on the 
24th May, was the following: — 

GENERAL IDEA. 

An Invading Army (blue) has landed between Studland 
Bay and Hengistbury Head, and is advancing on London, 
via Salisbury, to secure the left flank of the main army, 
which has landed on the South-East coast, with London as 
their objective. A detached force (Red) holds a position 
on the line CoUingboume Down to Quarley Hill. 

The ** Special Idea '' for the same day, was, that Colonel 
Browne, commanding the Dorset Yeomanry (which was 
the left regiment of the blue cavalry screen, covering 
the advance of the blue army), was at East Knoyle 
at 10.30 a.m. on that date, and then received the following 
message from O.C. Independent Cavalry: — 

** G.O.C wants to wheel up his left ; advance your regiment and 
endeavour to gain possession of the village of Wylye. The remainder 
of the independent cavalry (supposed) which are now at Sutton 
Mandeville and Bishopstone, will conform to your movements." 

No. 436, Tolland Hill, 
Issued 9 a.m., 24/5/05. 

To O.C Dorset LY. 

(Sd.) A. B. C.| Bde. Major, 

Independent Cav. Bde. 

The operations were to commence at 10 a.m. 

As a matter of fact, these orders were received on the 
23rd. May at Blandford by post, and were opened at 5 p.m. 
that afternoon, and that evening Colonel Browne devised a 
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scheme by which the fate of the opposing Mounted Infantry 1905 
was sealed, always provided that the officer commanding 
that force should not display sufficient enterprise to counter- 
act it. 

The Regiment marched out of camp at 6 a-m. on the 
24th, and reached East Knoyle at 9.30 a.m. At Summer- 
leaze close by, a halt was made, horses were watered and 
an excellent breakfast was served to all ranks, by Mr. 
Maynard of Yeovil, whose arrangements were all that could 
be desired- 
Water was scarce, however, and at least an hour was spent 
in watering the horses, and the troops were not able to 
move off again until 1 1.30 a.m. 

Colonel Browne ordered Major Colfox to demonstrate 
with his squadron and a maxim gun in the direction of 
Wylye, with instructions to take up a defensive position 
if he found the enemy too strong for him, further, if he q erations 
should be attacked by superior numbers, he was to retire on ^^^ 
the independent cavalry at Sutton Mandeville and Bishop- Wylye. 
stone. Major Colfox carried out his instructions to the 
letter, and so skilfully did he manoeuvre his squadron and 
deceive the enemy, that the latter believed he had the whole 
of Colonel Browne's force to deal with in his front, and 
subsequently retired on Wylye. In the meanwhile Colonel 
Browne with B and C squadrons made a turning movement 
by the North of Great Ridge wood and striking the valley 
of the River Wylye at Sherrington unperceived, he then 
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1905 turned due East along the valley, and still undiscovered, 
occupied the bridge over the railway at Wylye village at 
the same time as the main force of the enemy, pressed by 
Major Colfox was retiring by the road which led over it. 
Thus, Colonel Browne with his main force had placed him- 
self directly on the line of retreat of the Mounted Infantry. 
While this portion of the enemy's forces was thus success- 
fully hemmed in between two fires, his reserve force, which 
had taken up a position in the Northern outskirts of the 
village on hearing that the Yeomanry had come between 
themselves and their rear guard, was attacked by Major 
Troyte Bullock with two troops, in order to prevent their 
coming to the assistance of their comrades. Simultaneously 
with this attack, two troops of " C *' squadron under Lieut- 
enant Castleman, who had been sent on a special mission 
with instructions to cross the river and place himself due 
North of Wylye, with a view to intercepting the enemy's 
retreat, arrived on the scene and commenced firing into the 
rear of those men who were engaged with Major Troyte 
Bullock. 

This ended the operations for the day ; indeed, consider- 
ing the hopeless position of the Mounted Infantry, it was 
impossible that they could have continued; consequently 
the cease fire was sounded and the umpires gave the day 
to the Dorset Yeomanry, and the Chief Umpire did not 
even deem it necessary to hold a '^pow-wow*', since the 
lesson was so obvious. 
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The Camp was pitched in a field close to Wylye, be- 1905 
longing to Mr, Ashford, and by 5.30 the men were enjoying 
a well-earned meal. All ranks had enjoyed the day, and 
though the greater number of the horses had covered at 
least 40 miles, few of them appeared much the worse for 
their exertions. 

The " Special Idea '* for the next day was made out with 
a view to a quiet and early day, and allowed no scope for 
manoeuvring. 

Colonel Sir Elliott Lees commanded the Regiment and 
Colonel Browne acted as Umpire. Artillery was employed 
on both sides. 

The Mounted Infantry took up a strong position at 
Yamborough Castle and its vicinity, on which the Dorsets 
were expected to make a frontal attack, across open 
ground. 

The three squadrons were dispersed over a wide front, in 
order to, if possible, discover a weak point in this position. 
Late in the day this was done, for, undeterred by their 
previous day's instruction, the enemy again left his flank 
unwatched, and Sir Randolf Baker with one troop suc- 
ceeded in making his way to the rear of the position, and 
opened fire on the enemy's guns at effective range, two 
squadrons had just received orders to move to his support 
and thus complete the •* rolling up" of the defenders line, 
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1905 when the '^ceasefire'' sounded, just in time to save the 
Mounted Infantry from another crushing disaster. 

The Umpires verdict was thus in favour of the Mounted 
Infantry, since the Yeomanry had been unable to attain 
their object. The Yeomanry, however, reserved their own 
judgment as to what would have been the result of another 
2 hours law. 

The troops were back in camp by 7 o'clock, and in the 
evening a bonfire and "sing-song** contributed to the 
cheeriness of the camp. 

On the 26th the squadrons paraded independently for 
the return march to Blandford, and it is worthy of note 
that after the two day's severe work, only three horses were 
unfit to march and had to return by train, owing to lame- 
ness, and some five or six had to be led owing to sore 
backs. 

This march to Wylye and the operations were invaluable, 
not only as a means of instruction in marching and 
manoeuvring, but as a proof of the fitness of all ranks and 
their horses for active service, and the Inspecting Officer 
recorded his high approval of this fact, and during his 
address to the officers on the last day of his inspection 
(25th), he expressed his satisfaction with all he had 
seen during his four days' inspection in most flattering 
terms. 
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On the 27th, the Regiment paraded for the Adjutant's 1905 
pme competition, which resulted as follows : — 

Possible 150 Marks. 
"A" Squadron 90 marks. 

^ 91 ••• ••• ••• ••• *»W II 

"B" 1 45 .. 

On the afternoon of the 29th May the following members 
of the Regiment fired for the Hythe Cup competition, on 
the Blandford range, viz. : — 

Sergeant White '*B" Squadron. 

,1 Hunt ||B'J „ 

II vveeKSi jx II 

S,Q.M.S. Guppy "A'' 

S.S.M. Stacey "B" 

S.S.M. Atkins, "C" „ 

Trooper Cavei "C" 1, 

,1 Martin, "C" 



The result was again disappointing, the day was fine and 
the conditions all that could be desired, but the score 
remained exactly the same as the previous year, viz., 639 
points, which placed the Regiment twelfth in order of 
merit of those regiments competing. 

** C '* Squadron carried out field firing at Okeford Fitz- 
paine on Tuesday, the 30th May. 

On the 31st May the Regimental Signallers, under 
Captain Goodden, were inspected by Lieut. Sherbrooke, 
R.H.A., and the same afternoon the Regimental sports 
took place on the Blandford Down. 
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1905 "A" and "C" Squadrons "tied" for the Dymond 
Cup this year, the marks obtained by each squadron are 
shown in the following table : — 



THE DYMOND CUP, 1905. 





of Pointa 


Judged b. 


Namea 


Nomberof PoinU 
obtained. 


A 


B 


C 


Anmuil If oakctry Conrae .. 

Hiu.*cV .. .. 

B«at Shot in RegiiMon 
(annual coant) . . / 

and.ditla 

Bast Shoe amonfBt.Rtcnaits 

Th« Hambro Cop 
Moaoted ScouU Competition 
Adjutuit'a Piiaa .. 
SMidling Competition 


f lat .. 100 'I 
J «.d .. 9o\ 
\ yd „ 60 J 

r lat .. 100 1 
J and .. ao 1 
'^ 3rd .. «o J 

10 

5 
7 

1 3rd .. 30 J 

f lat .. so ^ 
-{ and.. 40 J- 
U 3rd .. 30 J 


Finreof 
Merit 

Adjutant 

Commanding 
Officer and 
AcUutaut 

Regimental 
Officers 


S.Q.M.S. Bartlett 

Sergeant White 
Trooper Harris 

Total . . 


60 
100 

60 
30 
SO 
50 


80 

60 

S 
7 

7$ 
SO 
30 
40 


too 

80 

10 

50 
40 
40 

30 


350 


347 


3SO 



The number of recruits enlisted in the Regiment since 
the previous training amounted to 79, the resignations, 
discharges, etc., amounting to 62, as follows: — 



Resignations 

Discharges 

Transfers to Regular Army 



58 

2 
a 
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TWO GENERATIONS OF DORSET YEOMEN. 



TROOPER CHAS. HENRY CAVE. TROOPER E. W. M. CAVE. 

LIEUT. ROBERT G. CAVE. LIEUT.-QUARTER-MASTER E. W. CAVE. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Records of the Dorset Yeomanry, 71 

The large number of resignations was accounted for by 1905 
the expiration of the period of enlistment (3 years) of many 
of the men who had joined under the 1901 regulations. 

During the spring Lieut. Castleman had attended the 
Cavalry School of Instruction at Netheravon, and before 
the conclusion of the training, notice was received that he 
had successfully qualified for promotion to the rank of 
captain. 

The following order was published in Orders on the 

night of the 31st May: — 

The Officer Commanding cannot allow this training to terminate 
without expressing his most grateful and hearty thanks to all members 
of the Regiment for the admirable results attained The march to 
Wylye, and the operations there, carried out under strict service 
concUtions, proved the high efficiency of all ranks. 

No regular Regiment could have done better, and the Com- 
manding Officer ventures to say that no Yeomanry Regiment could 
have done as well A gratifying feature in these manoeuvres was the 
efficiency shown by the recruits. The whole training has, as usual^ 
been characterised by the most exemplary behaviour of all ranks, and 
their extreme keenness on all occasions, together with the intelligent 
way in which the work in the field has been carried out, makes it a 
very high honour to command the Dorset Yeomanry. 

The Commanding Officer hopes and believes that the Regiment will 
not be content to rest upon its laurels, but will continue to make 
great efforts to keep itself at the head of the Yeomanry in Great 
Britaia 

The Regimental team competed at Bisley on the 25th 
July for the Mounted Scouts' competition and the Yeomanry 
Inter- Regimental Challenge Cup. 
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1905 The teams were composed as follows : — 

Mounted Scouts. 
Sergeant Hunt \ 
White 
M Mogg . ''B'* Squadron. 
Trooper James 

n Salisbury , 

. Cave «€•• 

Yeomanry Inter-Regdcental. 
Sergeant Hunt. 
White. 
M Mogg. 
Trooper Cave. 

The team did not acquit itself so well at the targets as 
in the previous year in the Mounted Scouts' competition ; 
nevertheless it was third in order of merit, being beaten 
by two Regular Cavalry teams, viz., the i8th Hussars and 
5th Lancers. 

On the return to the winning post, however. Sergeant 
Moggs' horse fell with him, whereby a large number of 
marks were lost to the team, with the result that it only 
obtained a fifth place. 

The following was the result : — p^^j^t^ 

I. Challenge Shield and £$0 — i8th Hussars . . ' 153 

a. i^30 — 5th Lancers 4. . . . . . . 127 

3* jfio — 14th Hussars #• •• «. .. loa 

4* jfio — 13th Middlesex M.L .. ••95 

5. Dorset LY. . . . • . . 90 

18 teams competed. 

In the Inter-Regimental competition the team improved 

considerably on the previous year's score, making a total of 

241 points, but even with this, it only obtained a fifth place* 
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The individual scores of the team were : — 1905 

Sergeant Hunt . . 54 I Trooper Cave . . 66 
„ White . • 64 I Sergeant Mogg . . 57 

The result of the competition being as follows : — 

1. Challenge Cup and ;f 16— Gloucester I.Y. . . 257 points. 

2. jf 8— Middlesex I.Y. . . . . 353 „ 

3. £4 — Sussex LY. . . . . 344 „ 

4. Glamorgan LY. . • • • . . 343 ^ 
S* Dorset I. Y .. .« ., 341 „ 

Trooper Cave entered for the King's Prize this year, and 
won a prize of ^^3. 

The following Regimental Order was published on the 
conclusion of the meeting : — 

'* Head Quarters, Sherborne, 
August 4ih^ igoj. 
Competitions. 

The following is the result of the Competitions in which the Regiment 
took part at Bisley on 3 and July : — 

Mounted Scouts' Competition. 
ist i8th Hussars ... ... ... 153 marks 

and 5th Lancers ... ... ... 127 „ 

3rd 14th Hussars ... ... ... loa „ 

4th 13th Middlesex ... ... ... 95 „ 

5th Dorset Imperial Yeomanry ... 90 ,, 

Eighteen teams competed. 

The Dorset Imperial Yeomanry were third in order of shooting with 78 
points, the i8th Hussars scoring 117, and the 5th Lancers los. The 
Dorsets, however, were placed 5th in order of merit in the competition 
owins to an accident which befell Seigeant Mogg, his horse falling on the 
way back to the winning post. 

The Commanding Officer considers the performance of the Dorset 
Yeomanry team extremely creditable, since it was only beaten at the 
targets by two regular teams, which have many more opportunities of 
practice, and he hopes that every effort will be made by all ranks of the 
Regiment to send a team to Bisley next year, which will again assume the 
first place in this competition. 

Details of the marking will be published hereafter. 
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Intbr-Regimbntal Challbngb Cup. 

1 8t Gloucester Hussars ... ... ... 357 points 

snd Middlesex Imperial Yeomanry ... ... 353 „ 

3rd Sussex Imperial Yeomanry ... ... 344 „ 

4th Glamorgan Imperial Yeomanry ... ... 343 „ 

5th Dorset Imperial Yeomanry ... ... 341 „ 

6th Herts Imperial Yeomanry ... ... 339 „ 

The Commanding Officer wishes to congratulate Trooper C Cave on 
his very fine performance in winning a prize in the King's competition. 

A very high standard of shooting is required to gain a prize in this 
competition, for which many hundreds compete, and the fact that Trooper 
Cave has succeeded in doing this at his first attempt encourages the belief 
that he will be even more successful next year, and the Commandmg 
Officer is confident that his name will appear in the final ' hundred ' at no 
very distant date. 

Inspbction. 

The following remarks of General Officer Commanding-in-Chief on 
.inspection report 1905 were published for information : 

* Nothing could be more satisfactory than the report on this Regiment, 
except in regard to the important point of numbers. The unit still requires 
7 officers and 135 other ranks to complete — there being only 3 squadrons. 
I think also that for a Regiment of this strength the number of 3rd clasa 
shots is too high, viz. : 33. I am glad to hear that the Dorset Imperial 
Yeomanry did very well indeed when engaged in tactical operations. 
(Signed) IAN HAMILTON, Lieut-General, 

Commander-in-Chief, Southern Command.' 

The Commanding Officer congratulates all ranks of the Regiment, who 
have succeeded by their keenness and soldier-like qualities in eliciting the 
above complimentary remarks from the General Officer Commanding-in- 
Chief, and he takes this opportunity of appealing to officers, non-com- 
missioned officers and men to use their utmost endeavours by their 
personal influence in the county to increase the numbers of the Regiment 
to its full establishment. He feels confident that every effort will be made 
by each and every Member of the Regiment to reduce the percentage of 
3rd class shots during the next annual course of Musketry, since the 
Dorset Yeomanry can never be considered efficient, until a considerable 
reduction, in this respect, has been effected. 

By order, M. F. GAGE, Captain and Adjutant, 
Dorset Imperial Yeomanry." 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Records of the Dorset Imperial Yeomanry. 

PART IL 
South Africa, igoQ-igoi. 



AFTER the disastrous reverses to the British forces in jg^^ 
South Africa in December, 1899, which culminated 
in Buller's defeat at Colenso, the Government began 
to take energetic measures to retrieve our position. Lord 
Roberts was appointed Commander-in-Chief with Lord 
Kitchener as Chief of his Staff. It was at length realised 
that the fatuous message to our Colonies that '* unmounted 
men were preferred '* had been a gigantic mistake, and the 
Government proposed to raise immediately a force of 
10,000 Imperial Yeomanry. Each Yeomanry Regiment in 
England was asked to raise a Company of 115 Imperial 
Yeomen. 

On the I St of January, 1900, Lord Ilchester (Lord 
Lieutenant of Dorset) convened a ♦County meeting at 
Dorchester at which he presided: he was supported by 
the High Sheriff (Mr. W. Colfox), Lords Stalbridge, 
Digby, and Wimbome, Colonel Goodden, commanding 

* A detailed account of the proceedings of this meeting, as published in the DorsU 
County ChroHuUf is given in the appendix. 
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1900 the Dorset Queen's Own Yeomanry, Col. Brymer, M.P., 
Col. Williams, M.P., The Hon. H. Sturt, M.P., Captain 
Sir Elliot Lees, M.P., Captain Percy Browne, Mr. J. C. 
Mansel-Pleydell, Archdeacon Sowter, Mr. E. A. Ffooks, 
(clerk to the Lieutenancy). 

There was a crowded meeting and great enthusiasm 
prevailed. Lord Ilchester moved '* That the action of the 
Government in calling for the service of Yeomanry and 
Volunteers in South Africa be cordially approved.*' Lord 
Stalbridge seconded, and the resolution was unanimously 
carried. 

Lord Wimix>rne proposed " That subscriptions be invited 
for providing the equipment and other needs of the 
Yeomanry who may volunteer for active service, and for 
providing them with horses.'* Lord Digby seconded, 
and Col. Goodden supported the motion, which was 
carried. 

Mr. C. E. A. George of Fleet offered to supply the 
men with field-glasses. At the close of the meeting sub- 
scriptions amounting to over ;^4,ooo were announced, 
including ;^ 1,000 each from Lord Ilchester and Lord 
Wimbome ; Mr. A. Capper Pass ;^500 and a horse ; Sir 
Elliott Lees ^^500; Lord Digby ^^300; Mr. W. Colfox 
;^25o; Mr. T. A. Colfox ;^ioo and ;^ioo for a machine- 
gun ; and Col. Williams ;^2oo. In all ^^9,653 were sub- 
scribed to the fund, 
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The War Office was requested to give permission to the 1900 
Officer Commanding the Dorset Yeomanry to use the 
Artillery Barracks at Dorchester to train the men and 
horses, which was promptly granted. By the 8th of 
January 120 men had applied to join the Company, and 70 
men were enlisted at Weymouth on that day. On the loth 
Col. Goodden, Col. Brymer, Captain Percy Browne, Sir 
Elliott Lees, Captains Colfox, Troyte-BuUock, and Charles 
Kindersley, the Hon. Ivor Guest, Captain Bramwell and 
others took up their quarters at the Barracks, and com- 
menced the training of men, purchase of horses, and en- 
listment of recruits. The work was divided amongst the 
officers, some trying and bu3ring horses, which were daily 
brought to the Barracks, some superintending riding in the 
School, and others taking squads of men to shoot. No 
man was accepted until he had passed satisfactory tests in 
riding and shooting. Sergeant-Major Gordon, as senior 
N.C.O., worked indefatigably in the orderly-room, in the 
Barracks generally, and in the field ; and was ably helped 
by Sergeant- Majors Reading and Townsend. Robert 
Cave, who had recently retired from the Yeomanry, 
was specially enlisted, and at once made Sergeant. 
Weston Parsons, Atkins, and Ayles, were also made 
Sergeants, and they rendered great assistance to the 
officers in training and managing the men. Captain 
Percy Browne was appointed to command the Com- 
pany, with Captains Sir Elliott Lees, Cartwright and 
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1900 Kindersley, Lieutenants Guest and Batley, as subalterns. 
A machine-gun section was formed with two Colt Guns, 
mounted on galloping carriages, with Lieutenant-Colonel 
J. D. Mansel as Lieutenant in command, and Sergeant 
Butler of Blandford as N.C.O. They were sent to Hythe 
to go through a course of instruction. The Company 
was ordered to form part of the 7 th Battalion of Imperial 
*Yeomanry under the command of Col. Helyar, late of the 
3rd Hussars, the other Companies being the North and 
West Somerset and Devon Companies. 

Captain Percy Browne was appointed Major (second 
in command) of the Battalion, and Captain Hardy, late 
Royal Dragoons, adjutant. Captain Sir Elliott Lees was 
promoted to be Captain of the Company, and Captain 
Cartwright was appointed subaltern. Vet-Captain Rowe, 
who had assisted Colonels Goodden and Brymer in pur- 
chasing the horses, was appointed Veterinary Surgeon to 
the Battalion: 140 horses were purchased, all from the 
County of Dorset, and were a useful, serviceable lot. The 
lives of all single men were insured for ;^ioo each, the 
married men for £250, and the extra war premiums on 
insurances, effected by the men themselves before joining, 
were paid by the County. The Company was inspected by 
Col. Helyar at Dorchester on the 31st of January. A 
transport wagon was provided for the Battalion, and horsed. 

The whole of the equipment was now complete, and the 
Company settled down to work until the War Office had a 
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transport ready to convey the Battalion to South Africa. 1900 
The Corporations of Dorchester and Weymouth each enter- 
tained the men at a farewell dinner. A farewell service 
was held at Holy Trinity Church, Dorchester on the 26th 
February, and a Bible was presented to each man by Mrs. 
Wingfield Digby, and a pocket writing-case by Mrs. 
Goodden. 

On Wednesday the 28th of February the Company en- 
trained at Dorchester for the Albert Docks, where they 
arrived early on the ist of March, and embarked on the 
•• Manchester Merchant.'* The Times of the 2nd of March 
said: 

" Col. Helyar has indeed reason to be proud of his lot, which 
" contains some splendid specimens of manhood ; one man (Sergeant 
" Cave) was particularly noticed — a veritable Jan Ridd — who need 
" not fear to measure inches with the biggest Boer in South Africa. 
" The sun shone brightly, and presently the news of the relief of 
" Ladysmith came from Woolwich. By the time the ' Manchester 
" Merchant' got down to the lock, soon after 12, the river presented 
" a brilliant appearance ; most of the ships having caught the news 
^ and dressed themselves from stem to stem." 

And so with high hopes and full of enthusiasm the con- 
tingent* sailed, carrying with them the high appreciation 
and heartiest good wishes of the county of Dorset. The 
embarkation was attended by Colonels Goodden and 
Brymer, Majors Wingfield Digby and Scott Williams, 
Captain Colfox and Lieutenants Drax and Goodden. 

On the 14th April 1900, a reinforcing draft of one officer 

* The names of the officers and men fonniog this contingent are recorded in 
the Appendix. « 
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1900 and 14 N.C.O/s., and men was despatched to South Africa 
on the S.S. ^* Canada '' under the command of Lieutenant 
J. B. H. Goodden. 

The occasion was one of extreme historical interest in 
the annals of the Dorset Yeomanry, it being the first time 
that the Regiment had ever been called upon to furnish 
men to fight its countr/s battles in a foreign land. If the 
whole Regiment had been invited to volunteer for the war, 
there is no doubt that many more would have seized the 
opportunity thus afforded, of serving their country, in spite 
of the great sacrifices which such service beyond the seas 
would probably have entailed. 

On May 3rd, 1794, the men of Dorset were enrolling them- 
selves to defend, if necessary, their countr/s shores against 
invasion, when this great danger appeared so imminent 

It was on that occasion the Dorset Yeomanry came 
into existence as a Regiment. Now, on the 1st of March, 
1900, the same Corps was sending its men, trained by the 
traditions of a century, to repel invasion from our Colonial 
frontiers, and to carry the war, thus entailed, into the 
enemy's country. 

The Headquarters of the /th Battalion was represented 
by Colonel Helyar, (commanding,) Major Percy Browne, 
Captain Hardy (Adjt.), Quarter-master Locke, Vet.-Surgeon 
Rowe, and Surgeon-Captain Wellford (Medical Officer.) 

The Machine Gun Section, under the command of 
Colonel J. ManseL 
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The following officers embarked with the Dorset 1900 
Company : — 

Captain Sir Elliott Lees, Bart, (in command). 
Lieutenant Cartwright. Lieutenant Hon. L C. Guest. 

„ C. Kindersley. „ R. C. Batley. 

Of the remainder of the /th Battalion, the Devon and North 
Somerset Companies, also embarked on the '* Manchester 
Merchant/' the West Somerset Contingent, however, sailed 
five days later. 

Table Bay was reached on Friday, the 33rd March, 
but owing to the great number of ships in the bay, the 
disembarkation of the battalion did not take place until 
Wednesday, the 28th March. The Companies were then 
marched through Cape Town to Maitland Camp. 

On the 2nd April, the battalion was inspected by Lord April 
Errol, who expressed himself well satisfied with the appear- 
ance of all ranks. 

Five days later, the battalion commenced entraining 
for the front, and on April 12th it was finally concentrated 
at Edenberg, and marched at 2 p.m. that day, with a large 
convoy of mule and ox waggons, intending to reach Redders- 
berg, 16 miles distant. The rain, however, came down 
in torrents, rendering the so-called roads execrable ; con- 
sequently, the waggons made but slow progress, so much 
so, that at 6 o'clock that evening, only five miles had been 
covered, and the mules and oxen were quite exhausted. 
The convoy, therefore, was left to the care of an infantry 
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1900 escort for the nighti and with the exception of the Dorset 
Company, which was forming the rear guard, the whole 
battalion pushed on to Reddersberg. 

The Dorsets finally bivouacked at a farm where a brigade 
under the command of General Boyes was already encamped. 

The Dorset Company, forming an advanced guard to 
this brigade, reached Reddersberg at 1 1 o'clock the next 
morning. Here, the 8th Division was in process of concen- 
tration on arrival from England, the commander. General Sir 
Leshe Rundle, having only recently assumed command. 
Thus, on the i8th April, the Dorsets found themselves 
temporarily incorporated with this force, and marched with 
it to Rosendaal (8 miles). 

Though no actual battle was fought, it was on this 
occasion that the Regiment underwent its baptism of fire, 
and for the first time came in contact with an enemy, whose 
courage and worth might well be gauged by the fact, that 
this was the only campaign in the history of the Empire, 
in which England had been forced to call upon and avail herself 
of that devoted patriotism, so strikingly represented by 
the Yeomanry, which had shewn itself no less prominent 
throughout the length and breadth of the country at this 
great crisis of her history than it had done during the period 
of the war with Napoleon in the previous century. 

After a few shots had been exchanged with Boer scouts, 
the latter finally withdrew, and the force then bivouacked 
in a bright and drying sun, which was doubly welcome. 
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after the many hours of torrential downpour. At 1900 
Rosendaal, the company joined the 3rd Division, under 
General Chermside. 

It was at this period of the campaign, after Lord 
Roberts' successful operations at Paardeberg in February 
and his successful capture of Bloemfontein, the Capital of 
the Orange Free State, that a prolonged halt was made 
by the Army at Bloemfontein, for various reasons essential 
to a further advance North. 

In the meanwhile the enemy was not slow to recover 
his morale, after the many successive defeats which he 
had suffered, and at this time had become most active 
in his endeavours in the South East of the Orange Free 
State to break back South, evidently with the intention 
of seriously interrupting the lines of communication, which 
design, if not successfully frustrated, would have had a 
most far reaching and deterrent effect on the progress of 
operations. 

In order to help check this movement South, Colonel 
Dalgety with a force of Colonial troops had been pushed 
up to Wepener, where he found himself confronted, and in 
fact, surrounded by a superior force of Boers, under 
General de Wet — so serious, indeed, did his situation 
become that it was found necessary to send a considerable 
force to his relief, with the double object of turning the 
tables on his enterprising enemy, who in his turn was to be 
enveloped and forced to surrender. 
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1 900 The relieving force consisted of several converging columnsi 
one of which was despatched from Bloemfontein to Tha- 
banchui probably with the intention of cutting in on the 
enemy should he escape North, while another was sent 
from the same place towards De Wetsdorp, and other 
columns striking towards Wepener from the South were 
doubtless intended to complete the half -circle — the Basutoland 
border forming an impenetrable ( ?) barrier to the escape 
of the enemy to the East. 

The column, with which the Dorset's were now oper- 
ating formed one of the southern portions of the Wepener 
relief force. 

Operations On the 20th April an advanced guard action was fought 
for the in the neighbourhood of Constantia, during which the 
relief of Yeomanry worked in detached parties, such as escorts 
Wepener. ^q guns, &c., and camp was not formed until 6 p.m. 

On the following day the Dorset Company formed 
part of a reconnoitring force under General Brabazon, 
consisting of the mounted troops of the division ; the main 
force of the latter remaining in camp. These troops were 
engaged skirmishing with small parties of Boers until two 
o'clock, when they returned to camp, only to find the latter 
being shelled by a Boer gun, five miles away, which, how- 
ever, ceased its eflForts after dark. 

It was evident that the enemy was in some force in 
the neighbourhood, and was endeavouring to assume offen- 
sive movements, probably with a view to masking the 
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investment of Colonel Dalget/s force at Wepenen Con- 1900 
sequently, the next day the column found itself acting on 
the defensive against a determined attempt on the part of 
the Boers to turn the right flank, and it was found necessary 
to move the camp two miles south-east of the former site ; 
in the meanwhile the West Somerset Yeomanry contingent 
successfully aided in frustrating the enemy's purpose. 

Since the relief operations were now in process of 
development, the next two days were occupied in " contain- 
ing tactics/' to allow the co-operating columns before 
mentioned to reach their respective positions, prior to a 
general advance, and during this period of preparation 
the Dorset Company continued to add its quota to the 
game, by constant skirmishing and patrolling. 

The day finally dawned on which the cmip de grace was 
to be effected, the 3,000 Boers investing Wepener were 
theoretically in a " tight place," but the ubiquitous and since 
famous General Christian De Wet was equal to the occasion. 

Simultaneously the columns now moved on Wepener. 

The Yeomanry brigade under General Brabazon, 1,100 Wepener 
strong, made a wide turning movement round the flank of relieveA 
the enemy's position of the previous day, by Tweefontein ^P"* ^S*^ 
and then round past Dewetsdorp, but there was not a Boer 
to be seen, and beyond a covering force, which vigorously 
opposed General French's cavalry advancing from Paade- 
kraal, the Boer army of 3,000 warriors had, to all intents 
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1900 and purposes, ceased to exist. Owing to his immense 
sources of accurate information, General De Wet had been 
duly warned of the evident intentions of his adversaries in 
ample time to enable him to effect the complete withdrawal 
of his force from any risk of disaster. 

Thus Wepener had been relieved without any serious 
fighting, and General Brabazon's mounted troops, which were 
the first to reach the town on the following day, received 
quite an ovation from the gallant little force of colonials 
which, during 15 days had so stoutly and successfully 
resisted the attacks of the vastly superior force of a 
courageous and agile enemy, at the cost of 200 in killed 
and wounded. 

Then followed a day of rest, an uneventful march to 
Dewetsdorp, and on Sunday, 29th April, the Dorsets again 
found themselves on the warpath, en route for Thabanchu, 
which village was at this time occupied by General Ian 
Hamilton's division. Marching orders were received late 
and the force did not start before ii a.m. Towards five 
o'clock in the evening, when the horses had just been 
picketed for the night, firing was heard in the direction of 
Thabanchu, and when it was just dark, about an hour later, 
a number of native drivers came running in, and reported 
the capture of a convoy by the enemy, and further, the 
surrender of 125 of the Scots Guards and also the Derby- 
shire Yeomanry, all of whom were escorting the convoy. 
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Orders were at once issued to line a ridge above the 1900 
campy at the same time the wagons were inspanned and 
moved away to the rear. The troops followed these in an 
hour's time, and the bivouac was then formed in an open 
plain some two miles in rear of the original site. The 
troops stood to arms all night, and General Brabazon 
despatched two native runners — one to Dewetsdorp asking 
for reinforcements from General Chermside, and the other 
to endeavour to ascertain the fate of the unfortunate 
convoy. 

The morning brought 400 mounted infantry and 4 guns 
from Dewetsdorp, which, with the /th battalion and 
Staffordshire Yeomanry, brought up the fighting strength to 
1,800 men. 

A start was made at dawn on the following day, and April 30th. 
after marching four miles, information was received to the 
effect that the convoy and escort were safe. The Boers had 
attacked them at 4 p.m. the previous afternoon, but a 
kraal had been occupied, which was well placed for 
defence — here they had held the enemy until dark, under 
the fire of two guns, and the attacking force had retired by 
morning. 

The Boers, however, with a long range gun commanded 
part of the road to Thabanchu over which the convoy 
must pass, and it was therefore desirable to pass the 
waggons through before daylight the next day. In order 
to effect this, a march of eight miles was made, and the 
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1900 Dorsets were then sent on another three miles so as to 
be ready to form the advance guard to the convoy at 
a a.m. the next morning. The road was exceedingly diffi* 
cult to find, but after losing the way and climbing in and 
out of several dongas, they were able to bivouac soon after 
10 p.m., having been in the saddle since 4 that morning. 

The convoy arriving at 3 the next morning was escorted 
safely to Thabanchu, without further incident. 
May 5th On the 5th May, General French's Cavalry division left 
Thabanchu for Bloemfontein, to join the army which was 
now about to resume the advance on Pretoria. General 
Ian Hamilton, in order to cover the right flank of the army, 
had marched with his division from Thabanchu to Winburg, 
some days previously, having fought a severe but successful 
action at Houtnek, en route. 

General Rundle's division, with the 1st, 4th, 7th and lith 
Battalions of Imperial Yeomanry, remained to garrison 
Thabanchu. 

On the gth May the Dorsets took part in a " recon- 
naissance in force** in a North-easterly direction, and 
soon after leaving camp, gained touch with the enemy, 
who commenced artillery practice at a range of 3,500 yards 
with some effect ; Troopers Drake and Roberts of the 
Dorsets were wounded, as also were one man of the West 
Somerset Yeomanry and another of the Glamorgan Yeo- 
manry. The British guns, however, soon silenced those of the 
enemy, and the Yeomanry were then commanded to make 
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a wide flanking movement round the enemy's left. This 1 900 
was successfully carried out and the Boer waggons were 
sighted about three miles away at 5 o'clock, but since the 
guns had not accompanied this turning movement, and the 
enemy was holding a strong position, covering the retreat 
of the convoy. General Brabazon did not deem it advisable 
to attack, and the troops, therefore, marched 1 5 miles back 
to camp, which was reached at 8.15 p.m. 

Three days later the 7th Battalion was at Bloemfontein. 
Here, General Kelly Kenny's 6th Division was formii^ the 
sole garrison — the main advance northwards having already 
commenced. 

On Sunday, May 1 8th, the Dorset Company, much to its May i8th« 
satisfaction, entrained at Bloemfontein at 3 in the after- 
noon, in order to join Lord Roberts' army at Kroonstaad. 

Much rumour and strong probability had assigned to it, 
the arduous and thankless task of guarding the lines of 
communication, but at the last moment Lord Roberts 
specially selected the Company to proceed with him to the 
Transvaal. Both o£Gicers and men experienced much regret, 
however, at having to part from their comrades of the 7th 
BattaUon. 

By a strange but happy coincidence. Major Thompson, 
7th Dragoon Guards, late Adjutant of the Regiment, bearing 
despatches from Capetown to Lord Roberts, accompanied the 
Dorset Yeomanry from Bloemfontein to Brandfort. 
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1900 Owing to the railway line having been destroyed at 
Brandfort by the enemy, the company had to detrain at this 
point and continue the journey to Kroonstaad by march 
route, arriving there on the 19th May. The Dorsets were 
here assigned to Colonel Henry's command which formed 
part of the "Corps Troops." 

May 22nd. The advance was resumed on the 22nd, after a two day's 
well-earned and much-needed rest. The Dorset Yeomanry 
marched off as a supi)ort to the advance guard of the main 
army — the enemy was not encountered, and the troops 
bivouacked for the night at Honing Spruit Station, the 
mounted troops halting four miles further North at 4 p.m. 

May 23rd. The next day the Dorset Company was in the Scouting 
line and marched at 5.45 a.m. It was expected that the 
Boers would be found in position on Rhenoster River, but 
their leaders had not succeeded in inducing their men to 
hold this line, and as at Kroonstaad, they evacuated this 
excellent line of defence without firing a shot. 

Everywhere the railway line was wrecked, and bridges 
and culverts destroyed in order to delay the British advance 
as long as possible, but, though the horses were often on 
short rations, especially those with the flanking divisions, this 
destruction of the railway offered no serious impediment to 
the feeding of the army. The damage was quickly repaired, 
and in the meanwhile large quantities of wagons kept the 
necessary supplies moving forward. 
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On the 24th May the Cavalry division on the left flank 1900 
celebrated the birthday of H.M. the Queen by crossing the 
Vaal. No opposition was met with, owing to a well-timed 
manoeuvre by General French, who successfully deceived 
the enemy as to his point of crossing. Lord Roberts' army 
continued Northwards along the hue, and the Dorset 
Yeomanry again did the scouting, finally bivouacking for 
the night at Krommelberg Spruit three miles North of 
Vredefort Weg, where the main army had halted. 

The Queen's health was drunk with great enthusiasm 
the same night by the Dorset Yeomanry, the o£Gicers having 
suppUed the necessary ration of spirits. 

On the night of the 25th May the bivouac was at Rose- 
berry Plain, four miles North of Groot's Vlei, at which 
place the main army had halted after an uneventful day, 
only a few of the enemy's patrols having been sighted. 

The next day the march was resumed, and the Yeomanry May 26th 
started for Viljoen's station. Captain Hardy (Adjutant) 
took on a patrol to this place, and discovered a train load 
of some 500 Boers on the point of starting. This fact 
being reported to the main body, the whole of the mounted 
troops immediately advanced on the station, but as they 
arrived the train steamed out, and a loud explosion soon after, 
announced the destruction of the bridge over the Vaal river. 

The Dorset men were in the front line together with the 
4th and 8th BattaUons of Mounted Infantry, and as they 
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1900 neared the station some 200 of the enemy who were con- 
cealed behind a coal stack opened on them with rifle fire. 
Colonel Mansel's guns took up a position to the west of 
the station and soon cleared this party out. Major Percy 
Browne was then ordered to take the Dorset Company and 
advance across the Vaal on the village of Vereeniging. 
The Dorsets were thus the first to cross into Transvaal 
territory at this point, and the event was recogm'sed by a 
hearty cheer. A coal stack near the edge of the village 
was promptly occupied and held by means of dismounted 
fire, while the accompanying battery shelled the enemy out 
of the place'; 50 Boers bolted from it, and the Dorsets 
then advanced and held the village and station until 4 p.m. 
During this manoeuvre they had been joined by Compton's 
Horse, the whole force coming under the command of 
Major Browne. 

At this time orders were received to withdraw and 
recross the river ; camp was reached an hour later, and 
both men and horses were glad of a httle respite after 12 
hours of hard work. 

May 2;th On Sunday morning camp was moved across the Vaal, 
the Orange Free State being at last left behind. 

Major Percy Browne was this day appointed to com- 
mand the Dorset Company and Compton's Horse, in place 
of Colonel Helyar, who was attached to the headquarter 
staff. 
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26th company imperial yeomanry. 



The Late SERGEANT RKUINALU bUTLbk. tOLONEL J. D. MANSEL. 

Machine Gun Section, Commanding^ Machine Gun Section. 

SOUTH AFRICA, 1900. 
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On the 28th the mounted troops marched to Meyerton 1900 
station, and were here joined by Colonel Henry's Momited 
Infantry Brigade. The whole force then proceeded to 
Waterval, where a halt was made for the night. The army 
being now within striking distance of Johannesberg, it was 
generally expected, that a severe battle would be fought. 

On the same day General French, in command of the 
Cavalry division which was thrown forward on the left, had 
already fought a somewhat severe engagement on the Klip 
River, and had located the enemy in strong force in the 
range of hills known as the Klipriversberg, to the north 
of that River. 

General Ian Hamilton was marching to his support, and 
it was fully expected that the main army under Lord 
Roberts would be engaged in some exciting work on the 
morrow. 

Colonel Henry's brigade was therefore in the saddle at 
5.30 a.m. the next morning, and it was soon known that a 
dash was to be made for the railway station at Elands- 
fontein. The Dorsets were held in reserve. The Boers 
first appeared at Natal Spruit Station, but quickly retired 
after firing a few shots. The advance was then continued 
for another nule or so to Elsberg Station, and here the 
enemy opened fire with a big Creusot gun, and also with 
"pom-poms." It was then found necessary to make a 
detour round his left flank, where a ridge was gained^ 
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1900 commanding a view of Elandsfontein, Bocksburg, and 
Germiston. The Boers now retired their guns to Elans- 
fontein Jimction, and commenced to shell the troops with 
great precision on their endeavouring to advance on the 
town. Again a turning movement was made round the 
left flank, and this time a long train was seen to leave for 
Pretoria presumably bearing away the guns. 

Bocksburg was then entered, and the rails at the junction 
and also the telegraph wires were destroyed. 

By this time all the Mounted Infantry horses were done 
up after the hard morning's work, but it was essential to 
cut the railway line to Pretoria. The Dorsets having been 
requisitioned to escort gtms, Major Percy Browne was 
ordered to carry out this duty with Compton's 
Horse. This was successfully done, and just as it was 
accomplished 100 of the enemy made a spirited attack, but 
by this time the Mounted Infantry had come up in support. 
An advance on foot was immediately made against them, 
and they were quickly put to flight at the small cost of two 
casualties. During this advance Major Browne with only 
six men had been sent to a hill two miles away on the left 
in order to secure the remainder of the force from a 
possible enfilade. Just as the attack was finished 500 of 
the enemy were observed making for this hill. Major 
Browne was, however, quickly reinforced, and Colonel 
Mansel's guns coming up in time did considerable service, 
the enemy deeming it advisable to retire after a 20 minutes' 
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fusillade. One of the gun section was slightly wounded, and 1900 
there were about four casualties amongst the Mounted In- 
fantry ; this party of the enemy had come from Elandsf ontein, 
but the town was now completely evacuated, and the troops 
therefore bivouacked in its vicinity for the night. The 
Dorset Company came in only 17 strong, and Compton's 
Horse had lost 14 horses. That evening Colonel Ross, who 
had been in command of the operations, informed Major 
Browne " that the Yeomanry had done the greatest service." 
The next day was comparatively quiet, and the waggons. May 30th. 
which had not put in an appearance the previous evening, 
weie welcomed about 10 a.m. The Boers were, however, 
somewhat active, and the 3rd Cavalry Brigade and R.H.A. 
were eagaged with them for the greater part of the day. 

That evening the following letter appeared in General 

Orders : — 

IVarOffke, 

London^ May I4th^ igoo. 
To The Secretary, Imperial Yeoicanry Committee. 

Sir, — The Secretary of State for War directs me to acquaint you Apprecta- 

that in the opinion of H.M. Government, the time has now come when ^jqq ^f 

the Committee of the Imperial Yeomanry can be safely released from . 
the arduous duties, which, at a time of national emergency, it patrioti- 

cally assumed. Its important undertaking has been successfully con- Yeomen's 

ducted to a point at which its work may be regarded as virtually Services, 
accomplished. 

It is due to the untiring energy and intelligent administration of the 
Committee that Her Majesty's Ministers have been able to add to the 
forces of Her Majesty more than a whole Army Division of well 
equipped fighting mea 
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1900 This valuable force has now taken its appointed place in the field 
army, and H.M. Government gratefully note the testimony of Lord 
Roberts and his Generals to the excellence of the material of which it is 
composed, and to the brave and faithful service which it has rendered. 

(Signed) R. KNOX, 
Permanent Under Secretary of State for War. 

May 31st. The triumphant entry of Lord Roberts' army into Johannes- 
burg took place on the 31st of May — the sight was witnessed 
by many of the Yeomen from a neighbouring fort, who from 
this advantageous position were enabled to see the hoisting 
of the Union Jack announcing victory to the British arms. 

That evening camp was formed at Abbotsford, four miles 
north of the town. 

June i8t. On June 1st, Major Browne was appointed to the 

command of all the Yeomanry with this portion of the army, 

which consisted of the Dorsets, Compton's Horse, the Sussex 

and West Somerset Yeomanry. On the same day the 

following order was promulgated, having reference to the 

operations around Elandsfontein: — 

''It is published for information, that the Commander-in-Chief has 
expressed his great satisfaction at the work done by the force under 
Colonel Henry's command in the operations of the 29th inst, and which 
resulted in the capture of J engines and a large amount of rolling stock 
at Elandsfontein junction. Colonel Henry wishes to thank the officers, 
N.C officers and men, for the manner in which they assisted in attain- 
ing the object of the Commander-in Chief." 

The Dorsets were not in action again until the 4th 
June. On that day, having camped at Diepspruit the 
previous evening, the advance on Pretoria was resumed 
at dawn. 
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The Yeomanry provided the scouts for the advanced 1900 
guard. Orders were given to push on to Six Mile Spruit, 
where the enemy was reported to be in force, and sure 
enough, on approaching the drift, a heavy rifle fire was 
opened by the Boers, who were holding a kopje on the 
far side. Major Browne thereupon dismounted the Sussex 
squadronj and sent the Dorsets to a hill on the right flank, 
overlooking a drift, the Somerset Yeomanry at the same 
time being ordered to occupy a kopje on the left flank, from 
which any movement of the enemy in that direction might 
be observed. The guns then opened fire, and the Boers, 
who were only in small parties, were soon cleared out of 
the hills. 

The 4th Mounted Infantry then crossed the drift referred 
to, while Major Browne was to make a wide detour and 
join Colonel Henr/s brigade on the far side. Here the Boers 
were again encountered, and a portion of the force was 
obliged to dismount and line a ridge to the west of the 
main Pretoria road. After 20 minutes of long range rifle 
fire the enemy opened with two large calibre guns, and it 
became necessary to find cover for the led horses. The 
position was maintained until the arrival of a battery of 
artillery, and the Yeomanry was then ordered to join 
Colonel Ross and the 8th Mounted Infantry in a turning 
movement round the enemy's right flank. Major Browne 
with his regiment headed this movement, the 8th Mounted 
Infantry following in support After proceeding about a 
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1900 mile, the troops came under gun fire at 3,000 yards range, 
while crossing a valley— whereby three horses were disabled. 
The opposite ridge was quickly gained however, and the 
whole regiment dismounting, took up a strong position on 
a kopje, which fortunately afforded good cover, since the 
enem/s fire was somewhat severe at 1,500 yards range. 
Several men were hit and one of the Mounted Infantry killed. 
This position was maintained for two hours, and in the mean- 
while, the guns having moved up, quickly forced the Boers 
to retire from a wooded kopje on which some 500 of them 
had been completely concealed. 

The Yeomanry were now relieved by the Infantry, and 
camp was formed near '' Six Mile '' Spruit, but as the 
wagons did not arrive, the men had to endure a hard 
night's frost, wrapped only in their cloaks, so daylight and 
sunshine were eagerly awaited. During the da/s fighting. 
Troopers G. C. Hayter, of Bournemouth, had been slightly, 
and W. J. Wallis, of Great Toller, severely wounded. The 
same night some of the British troops entered Pretoria, which 
town had been surrendered by General Botha, Commandant 
General of the Boer army. 

June 4th. The main army advanced towards the town at 7 a.m. the 
following morning, the Dorset Yeomanry forming part of 
the advanced guard. * 

An armistice during 24 hours having been arranged, 
camp was formed again about two miles from Pretoria. 
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Lord Roberts made his triumphal entry at 2.30 p.m., when 1900 
the British flag was hoisted over the Volksraad« 

The following army order was promulgated in the course 

of the day : — 

''In congratulating the British Army in South Africa on the occupa- 
tion of Johannesburg and Pretoria, the one being the principal town 
and the other the capital of the Transvaal, and also on the relief of 
Mafeking after an heroic defence of over 200 days, the Field-Marshal 
Commanding-in-Chief desires to place on record his appreciation of the 
gallantry displayed by the troops, both those who have taken part in 
the advance across the Vaal River, and those who have been employed 
in the less arduous task of protecting the line of communication through 
the Orange Colony. 

''After the force reached Bloemfontein on 13th March, it was 
necessary to halt there for a certain period. 

"Through railway communication with Cape Colony had to be 
restored before supplies and necessaries of aU kinds could be got from 
the base. The rapid advance from Modder River and the want of 
forage en route had told hardly on the horses of the Cavalry, Artillery, 
Mounted Infantry and the transport mules and oxen, and to replace 
these casualties a considerable number of animals had to be provided. 

"Throughout the six weeks the army remained halted at Bloem- 
fontein, the enemy showed considerable activity, especially in the South- 
eastern portion of the Orange Colony, but by the beginning of May, 
everything was in readiness for further advance into the enemy's 
country, and on the 2nd of that month active operations were again 
commenced 

"On the 13th May, Kroonstaad, where Mr. Steyn had established 
the so-called Government of the Orange Free State, was entered. On 
the 17th May, Mafeking was relieved Gto the 31st May, Johannes- 
berg was occupied, and on the 5 th June, the British flag waved over 
Pretoria. 

"During these 35 days the main body of the force marched 300 
miles including 15 day's halt,- and engaged the enemy on six different 
occasions. The column under Lieut-General Ian Hamilton marched 
400 miles in 45 days, including 10 days halt. It was engaged with 
the enemy 28 times. The Flying Column, under the command of Colonel 
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I goo H. Mahon, which relieved Maf eking, marched at the rate of nearly 15 

miles per day for fourteen consecutive days, and successfully accom- 
plished its object, despite determined opposition offered by the enemy. 

''During the recent operations, sudden variations in temperature 
between warm sun in the daytime have been peculiarly trying to the 
troops, and owing to the necessity for rapid movement, the soldiers 
have frequently bad to bivouac after long and trying marches, without 
firewood and on scanty rations. 

''The cheerful spirit with which difficulties have been overcome and 
hardships disregarded, are deserving of the highest praise, and in 
thanking all ranks for their successful efforts to attain the object in 
view, LDrd Roberts is proud to think that the soldiers under his 
command have worthily upheld the traditions of Her Majesty's army 
in fighting and marching, and in the admirable discipline which has been 
maintained throughout a period of no ordinary trials and difficulties." 

By order, 

(Signed) W. KELLY, Major-General, D.A.G. 

June 5th. The following telegram * was dispatched to Major 

Coif ox, at Bridport : — 
"Dorset Yeomanry with Roberts in action entering Pretoria to-day." 

June 7th. The troops rested in camp on the 6th June, and on the 

7th marching orders were unexpectedly received, and the 
force marched out at 2 p.m. the same day and camped at 
Derdekop, 7 miles east of Pretoria. 

It was evident that the capture of their capital had by 
no means shaken the firm resolve of President Kruger 
and his Generals to continue the war for an indefinite 
period, the hope of European intervention on behalf of 
the Republic being ever present in the optimistic mind of 
the President. This determination, though in certain 

^ The original is preserred in the II .S. book of Regimental Recoids. 
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respects xmexpected, was in no way astonishing when it 1900 
is remembered that the greater portion of the Boer army, 
together with its guns and equipment remained practically 
intact, in spite of the fact that large numbers of burghers, 
less hopeful than their leaders, had voluntarily come in 
and surrendered themselves together with their arms, on 
the occupation of Pretoria by the British troops. These, 
having promised not to take any further part in the war, were 
promptly released and ordered to return to their farms 
and be good. The illusion thus caused, doubtless formed 
a satisfactory and pleasant prospect to both the burghers 
and their opponents, but Kruger's Government, though 
indulging in the game of "post" by constantly shifting 
its seat, was yet a Government "in being,'' and moreover 
continued to possess adequate means of vigorously enforcing 
its edicts if necessary. Consequently it found itself 
unable to recognise, as binding, the indiscriminate paroles 
given to the Commanding General of the British army, 
by faint-hearted and irresponsible citizens, who were 
liable, by their own laws, to continue in the military 
service of the State. Hence, the latter were ordered to 
join their Commandos forthwith, under penalty of death, 
and since no protection could be afforded them, at that 
period, by the British Government they were compelled, 
however unwillingly, to obey the Government which was 
in a position to enforce its demands. 

In the meanwhile, in order to give time to these waverers 
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1900 to rejoin his army. General Botha had assembled a not 
inconsiderable force in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Pretoria, and whilst preparing to give battle if necessary, 
he temporised with the British authorities, accepted or 
possibly proposed a further armistice, and generally gave 
the impression that he was willing to accept terms. 

The plan was a good one, and he attained considerable 
success in its fulfilment, in so far that he was enabled 
thereby, to considerably augment his forces, and also to 
concentrate his scattered commandos in order to oppose 
any further movement of the British army towards the East 
along the Delagoa Bay line of railroad. 

June 8th. On June 8th the column again marched eastward, and, 
passing General Dickson's Cavalry Brigade and General Pole 
Carew*s Infantry Division, arrived at the Hatherleigh Distillery. 
Here it came within range of a Boer " Long Tom," so was re- 
tired, while two 5-in, guns came into action against the enemy. 

Subsequently, about 11 a.m., it was announced that a 
further armistice had been concluded, so the troops were 
marched back some miles, and then camped to await orders. 

The following day, the armistice still holding good, a quiet 
day was spent in camp, and Compton's Horse left Major 
Browne's command en route for Johannesberg. 

On the 1 8th June Lieutenant Kindersley carried out a 
reconnaissance towards the east, beyond the distillery, and 
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having exchanged shots with the enemy and having ascer- 1 900 
tained what was required, returned to camp. 

The armistice having resulted unfavourably, Lord Roberts 
had decided to resume the offensive and to drive the enemy 
from the strong position he was then holding. This position 
was roughly delineated by a long line of rocky hills, running 
north and south some five miles east of the Erste Fabricken 
railway station. The only gap discernable in this Une being 
that through which the railway passed to Delagoa Bay, and 
known as Pienaars Poort. This natural line of defence 
seemed to extend as far as the eye could reach, when 
viewed from Erste Fabricken. 

Consequently, at 6.30 a.m. on the morning of the llth. Diamond 
the Dorsets were on the move, and were ordered to occupy HilL 
the high ground to the north of the railway. General 
French with the cavalry division was north-east of this, 
moving on Kameel Drift. Generals Hamilton and Broad- 
wood moved towards the enem/s left, whilst General Pole- 
Carew's iith Division threatened his centre. 

Though General French was heavily engaged all day on 
the Boer right, the Dorsets did not come into action in 
their part of the field, and beyond sending out a few 
patrols their services were not further requisitioned, and the 
evening found them back in the same camp. 

The next day the same position was occupied, and but 
little progress was made in any portion of the field — 
General French, on the left, being still opposed by superior 
numbers and unable to advance; an attack by General 
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1900 Broadwood's cavalry brigade on the enemy's left had been 

repulsed with loss, and the iith division had remained 

practically stationary, awaiting developments on the flanks. 

{jjll The Dorsets again camped that night near the position 

held during the day. 

Again on the 13th the same position was occupied, and 

all the fighting was on the right, where the Guards Brigade 

captured Donker's Hoek, thus piercing the Boer centre, 

and forcing them to abandon their flank positions, which 

they had so obstinately maintained for nearly three days. 

On the morning of the 14th the enemy was in full retreat, 

and the Dorsets and other Yeomanry evacuated their 

positions, which were then only held with a hne of outposts. 
• ••••• 

At this period Lieut, R, Batley, who was suffering from a 
somewhat serious injury to the knee, most likely caused by 
a spent bullet at ** Six-mile '' Spruit, had to leave the battah'on. 
He remained in Pretoria on Staff employment as civil com- 
missioner during the rest of the campaign. 

Lieutenant (afterwards Captain) Batley had had previous 
experience in South Africa during the Matabele War, and had 
shown himself a good leader in the field and an exceptionally 
good officer in camp. During the remainder of the war he 
looked after the interests of the 7th Battalion at Pretoria, 
visited the Dorsets in hospital there, and in many ways 
shewed kindness to all ranks of the battah'on. His loss to 
the battalion on " Trek " and in the field was much felt. 
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The occupation of Pretoria entailed a considerable reduc* 1900 
tion in numbers to the field army. The town had to be 
garrisoned and then its admim'stration organised. Further- 
more, a police force was essential^ and in order to provide 
this, it was found necessary to call for volunteers from the 
Yeomanry regiments near Pretoria. After the battle of 
Diamond Hill these were therefore ordered to Pretoria, in 
order that any members of the force wishing to volunteer 
for this duty might be enrolled. 

The Dorsets started, en route for Pretoria, on the i6th June. 
June, bivouacking at Silverton for the night. Before 
continuing the march the next morning Major Browne 
formed up his composite regiment, and made a farewell 
speech to those men, some 200 in number, who had offered 
their services for police duty. 

On arriving at Pretoria the remainder of the regiment, 
of about the same strength as those leaving, with 109 
horses, camped on the racecourse, west of the town. 

By the 27th of the month Colonel Helyar had resumed 
command of the Yeomanry at Pretoria ; the force had been 
still further reduced owing to continuous volunteering for 
the pob'ce, and could now only count 86 men and 17 
horses, with 23 officers. They continued to form part of 
the Pretoria garrison until the 12th July, and with the 
exception of occasional night alarms, which were invariably 
false ones, there was, during this period, no excitement to 
relieve the monotony of camp life. 
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1900 On this day Lieut. Kindersle/s picquet was called in 
from Horan's Nek, as the Boers were all round him. In 
the meanwhile, during this prolonged period of inaction, 
Major Browne had offered to raise a squadron for service 
with General Mahon, which offer had finally been accepted, 
and he was ordered to equip as rapidly as possible. On the 
13th July, having drawn 60 Argentine horses from the 
Remount Department, with which to mount the men. 
Major Browne once more found himself in command of a 
serviceable squadron of 95 men and horses, including the 
gun detachment. On the next day orders were received to 
join General Mahon's brigade at his camp near Eloff^s 
house, and the squadron arrived there the same afternoon. 

This brigade was composed of the following units:— 
7th FusiUers j^^^^ 

Connaught Rangers ' 
2 Naval guns (4.7). 

1 Battery Royal Horse Artillery. 
3rd Mounted Infantry (Col. Pilcher). 
New Zealand and Queensland contingents. 

2 Companies of Yeomanry Roughriders from the 20th 
Battalion I.Y. under Colonel Colvin. 

20th Company Fife Light Horse and the Composite squad- 
ron, officered by Major Browne, Captain Sir E. Lees, Captain 
C. Kindersley, Lieuts. St. Hill, Wynne, and Lieut. Stanley, 
who was commanding the gun detachment 

It was decided to amalgamate all the Yeomanry units 
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into one regimenti under the command of Colonel Colvin, 1900 
with Major Browne as "second in command" assisted by 
the following regimental staff: — 

Adjutant - - - Lieut. Lord Maitland, R.H.G. 

Quartermaster- - „ Wynne, 

Medical Officer- - „ Wellford. 

Veterinary Officer - „ Barningham. 

Captain Batley remained in Pretoria, on staff duty, and 

on the 25th July was appointed assistant to the Provost 
Marshal in that town. 

On Monday, i6th July, the new brigade marched out of July i6th. 
camp to join General French's cavalry division, then en- 
camped at Derdepoort, which is a pass in the Magaliesberg 
range, some 12 miles east of Pretoria. 

Arriving there at 8 a.m. the whole combined force then 
moved on to Kameel Drift. 

Here the enemy opened fire with a 15-lb. quick-firing 
gun without effect, there was some skirmishing which 
continued until dark when the troops bivouacked. 

The next few days were uneventful, and the brigade 
occupied practically the same positions, pending the 
commencement of a general advance eastward. 

In the meanwhile, however, the Cavalry Division had 
been hurried off in a S.E. direction to Olifantsfontein, 
where some considerable force of the enemy had become 
increasingly active. 
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1900 On the morning of the 20th the Dorset Squadron was 
detailed to reconnoitre a hill, commanding the road along 
which the brigade was to march« The New Zealand Con- 
tingent accompanied it and found the scouting line, the 
Dorsets following in support. When the former had arrived 
within about 300 yards of the hill, the Boers, who were well 
concealed, suddenly opened a hot rifle fire on them« They 
thereupon halted in the plain, while the Dorset Squadron 
seized a commanding hill on the right of the enem/s position. 
The Squadron remained here until the morning, standing to 
arms all night in expectation of an attack, which, however, 
did not take place. 

July 2 1 St At daylight it was found that the Boers had withdrawn, 
and the Brigade then moved to Brandback, where it camped 
and joined Colonel Hickman's Mounted Infantry Brigade. 

General Hamilton's Division was observed in the distance 
coming to join hands, he being then engaged in an artillery 
duel with the enemy. 

Subsequently the Dorset squadron was ordered to find 
an outpost b'ne a mile beyond the camp, which was 
occupied by 6.30 p.m. 

The column marched off at 5.30 a.m., on the 22nd, the 
Dorset squadron finding the scouting line, which extended 
over a front of four miles, was engaged in skirmishing 
work with the enemy's scouts throughout the day, in the 
course of which Major Browne and Sir E. Lees were sniped 
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at from a farm flying the white flag, a not uncommon 1900 
occurrence during this campaign. 

During the following days the column continued its march 
eastward along the railway and arrived at Balmoral without 
incident on the 25 th July, and remaining here until the 
27th, it returned on that day to Bronkerspruit en route for 
Pretoriai which was reached on the 30th July, the march 
being resumed the same day to Daspoort. 

The Dorset squadron was now sorely in need of remounts, 
and the next day 50 Argentine horses were cast as unfit 
for service, thus leaving only 30 horses in the ranks. In 
spite of this, Major Browne was ordered to send a troop 
with General Mahon's force the next day, under Lieuts. 
Kindersley and Cory. 

This troop was attached to the squadron of Fife Light 
Horse, commanded by Captain Chapell Hodge. General 
Mahon's brigade marched on the 1st of August, and Major 
Browne was left in Pretoria, in command of dismounted 
details from the Dorset, Fife, Roughriders, 3rd Mounted 
Infantry, Queensland Mounted Infantry, &c. On the follow- 
ing day Sir Elliott Lees, with all the 7th battalion Imperial 
Yeomanry horses fit to march, together with 20 Bushmen, 
was ordered in the afternoon to escort ammunition to General 
Hamilton. He met the relieving escort about 13 miles out, 
and then returned to Pretoria to find camp shifted to 
Arcadia, which he reached about 11 p.m. 
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1900 It was not until the 8th August that 64 remounts, 
followed by 1 1 more the next morning, arrived for the dis- 
mounted men of the brigade. 

August. Thus, in response to a telegram from Colonel Pilcher, 
Major Browne was able to march with his command on the 
loth August to Daspoort Nek, where a further supply of 
27s horses for General Mahon's brigade was handed over 
to his charge, and the march was then resumed to West 
Fort. The next morning the detachment rejoined Colonel 
Mahon's column at 10.30 a.m. ; the force moved at midday, 
and the remounts had therefore to be driven to Bultfontein, 
13 miles distant, which was reached at 5.30 p.m. Reveille 
having sounded at 3 o'clock that morning, both men and 
horses had experienced a long and trying day. 



Preparations were now in progress to deal with the 
enterprising Christian De Wet. This General, who had 
remained in the Orange River Colony during the main 
advance of the British army to Pretoria, had seized the 
opportunity thus afforded him, to raid the lines of com- 
munication in rear of the army, which duty he had carried 
out with a considerable amount of success and without 
serious opposition. However, after the occupation of 
Middelburg in the Eastern Transvaal by the British troops, 
the main army was obliged, temporarily, to suspend further 
operations in this direction, chiefly in order to allow Sir 
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Redvers Buller, who was marching with his army northwards 1900 
from Natali to reach a position in which he could co-operate 
with Lord Roberts, but also to permit of a further reorgani- 
sation of the transport and remount services, which had 
suffered severely during the arduous trek from Bloemfontein« 

Lord Roberts consequently now seriously turned his atten- 
tion to the energetic Boer leader, who was creating such 
havoc on the railway line. 

Lord Kitchener, his Chief of Staff, was appointed to com- 
mand the operations about to commence for the defeat and 
capture of General De Wet. A great number of troops were 
given to him for this purpose, and of these, General Mahon's 
brigade was now moving into the position assigned to it. 

On the 14th August the Dorset squadron was detailed The 
as advanced guard to this brigade. Dorscts 

Sergeant-Major Cave, who was commanding the right jj y, 
flanking party on this occasion, was hotly engaged with n^xiU 
parties of the enemy for some time, but these withdrew on 
the arrival of supports. That evening the brigade was in 
touch with Lord Kitchener's and Lord Methuen's columns, 
and bivouacked at Rietfontein (584). Lord Methuen was 
reported to be marching for Magato's Nek, and as being in 
contact with De Wet's rearguard. 

The next day a short march only was made to Vlakfon- Aug. 15th. 
tein (584), and here the various commanders of columns 
met in conference. 
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1900 On the evening of the 1 6th, camp was formed at Roode- 
kloof, six miles south of Olif ant's Nek; the composite 
squadron of Yeomanry had been engaged during the day, 
for a short while, with the enemy's rearguard. 

This Nek was one of the most important passes in the 
Magaliesberg mountains, and it was generally believed at 
that time that it was strongly held by our troops ; in fact, 
for the success of the operations now taking place, it was 
essential to bar this exit to the Boers« 

General De Wet, during his hurried retreat towards the 
north from our columns converging on him from South, 
East, and West, had apparently now no choice left him as 
a means of escape than, either to force the Nek, or 
abandoning his guns and impedimenta, to order a '' sauve 
qui peut," by which means the greater number of his men 
could no doubt climb the mountains on either side of the 
Nek, and thus avoid surrender. This was the situation as 
it presented itself that evening, at any rate to those who 
hoped that the experience already gained in this war would 
at last bear fruit in proving equal to the proverbial 
"slimness" of the Boer, when the latter found himself in 
a tight corner. It was therefore confidently expected by 
many that De Wet would be brought to book on the follow- 
ing morning. 

Soon after daybreak the infantry and guns advanced in 
battle array in order to effect the capture of the hard pressed, 
and it was thought, demoralized Boer commando, but the 
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illusion was soon dispelled when it was found that the position 1900 
to be attacked was held only by some 50 Boers, who retired 
through the Nek after firing a few shots. There was no 
British force at Olifant's Nek I and the main body of the 
enemy had thus made good its escape, together with its 
guns and waggons. 

This finished for a time the pursuit of this most enter- 
prising General. He had most effectually made his escape 
from the clutches of his pursuers, a manceuvre he was 
subsequently to repeat on many occasions during the course 
of the campaign. 

General Mahon's brigade passed through the Nek and August, 
bivouacked that night at Rustenberg. 

Though the pursuit was virtually ended at Olif ant*s Nek, 
as De Wet had withdrawn himself and his commando 
from the meshes which had threatened to destroy him, all 
hope of effecting his downfall was not entirely abandoned, 
since his men, horses, and baggage animals were reported 
to be in the last stage of exhaustion. 

Consequently his track was followed the next day. Camp 
having been formed at 4 p.m., within an hour the brigade 
was turned out again, with orders to seize and hold 
Commando Nek, where it was hoped to intercept the run- 
away. This position was not reached that night however, and 
the troops bivouacked at 1 1 p.m. just West of the Nek, and 
all fires or smoking were prohibited. 
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1900 The march was resumed at 3.30 a.m. on the i8th, but it 
was discovered that the hunted General had already suc- 
ceeded in doubling back southwards through ZiUcat's Nek 
further east: it was also reported that he was accom- 
panied by 200 men without wagons 

From Commando Nek the column took a northerly 
direction to Roode Kopjes, and here a commando of the 
enemy under Commandant Koetze was located. 
August. The Boers allowed the New Zealand scouts to approach 
to within 50 yards of a kopje, which was thickly covered 
with bushes, then opened with a hot rifle fire, killing an 
officer and wounding two men — fire was then directed on 
the supporting composite squadron of Yeomanry, but with- 
out efifect. The force subsequently withdrew to Commando 
Nek and bivouacked at 5 p.m. 

After a few days of aimless wandering in the bush veldt 
in search of no one knew who or what, these operations 
finally concluded on the 24th August with the return of 
General Hamilton's force to Pretoria. General Mahon's 
Brigade also received orders to return, and started for the 
same destination on the 26th. In the meanwhile Major 
Browne had been ordered the previous day to proceed by 
train drawn by oxen from Warmbaths in charge of 300 
dismounted men and some prisoners ; starting at 4 p.m. he 
reached Pienaar's Poort at 6.30 the next morning (26th), 
and subsequently arrived at Pretoria on the 28th, one hour 
after the Brigade. 
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On the 30th August Colonel Colvin handed over the 1900 
command of the Fife Yeomanry, the company of 72nd 
Battalion Imperial Yeomanry, and the Dorset contingent, to 
Major Browne. 

After a few days* rest in Pretoria orders were received 
on the 2nd September to draw remounts at once and to 
join General Clements, who was then at Commando Nek. 
Captain Kindersley was appointed adjutant of the composite 
Regiment. Lieut. J. B. H. Goodden here joined the 
squadron after having been in Hospital with enteric fever. 

Commando Nek was reached at 3 p.m. on the 3rd, September, 
General Clements, however, had moved, leaving Colonel 
Barter and the Yorkshire Regiment to hold the Nek. The 
whole force joined General Clements the following morn- 
ing by 9.50 a.m. at Scheerpoort. 

On the Sth September a garrison having been left at 
Scheerpoort the remainder of the column marched to Harte 
Beest Fontein. One squadron of the composite Regiment 
of Yeomanry under Captain Sir E. Lees formed the advance 
guard to the force, while two squadrons under Major Browne 
were ordered to march South of the Witwatersberg range, 
and half a Battalion of the 5th Fusiliers proceeded along 
the top of the hills. The two squadrons were sniped 
throughout the whole day, losing two horses and one man, 
and did not reach camp until dusk. 

The next day the column marched at 6 a.m. for Hekpoort. 
" B " squadron of the composite Regiment found the right 
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1900 flank guard, and was engs^ed with Boer scouting parties 
for the greater part of the day, losing three horses killed 
and the same number of men wounded. One trooper of 
the 72nd company was taken prisoner, his horse having 
been killed, pinning him to the ground. In the after- 
noon the Boers opened fire with a Creusot gun and also 
with a British gun captured by them at Nitral's Nek, but 
without effect ; our guns eventually silenced them. 

The next few days were uneventful, and it was not until 
the loth September that the squadron was again in action. 

On this day, the baggage having been left in camp 
guarded by the Fife squadron, the remainder of the force 
moved out to engage General Delare/s force, which had 
been reported in the neighbourhood. 

The Dorset squadron formed the advanced guard. The 
enemy was located at Boschfontein, where he occupied a 
long ridge extending North and South across the flat Hek* 
poort Valley, his right flank rested on the Witwatersberg 
and his left on the Magaliesberg, close to Breedt's Nek. 

General Clements sent General Ridley's force to turn the 
right flank, while his own troops advanced on the position. 
Owing to the difiicult nature of the ground General Ridley 
was unable to carry out the task assigned to him. The 
Yeomanry having driven in the enem/s scouts, was ordered 
to guard the right flank by holding a ridge facing the 
Magaliesberg, and in the meanwhile the Worcester and Border 
regiments commenced an attack on the position. 
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The engagement which ensued, lasted all day, and finally 1900 
General Clements ordered the Worcester Regiment to seize Sept. 15th 
the position under cover of darkness. This was done, but 
it was then found to be evacuated by the Boers. 

In spite of the heavy rifle fire, which had been incessant 
since the commencement of the action, the cover had been so 
excellent that only 14 casualties occurred in the column while 
those amongst the enemy were reported as numbering 40. 

The following day the composite Regiment of Yeomanry 
under Major Browne was detailed for reconnaissance duty, 
while the remainder of the force remained in camp at 
Hekpoort. 

After marching in an Easterly direction for some miles 
the enemy suddenly opened fire on "A" squadron, which 
was forming the support. The Boers had so effectively 
concealed themselves that the advanced scouts of the Fife 
^squadron had passed right through them without being 
aware of their presence. 

During the actioA that followed Captain Sir Elliott Lees, 
Lieutenant Stanley, and half-a-dozen men, became isolated 
from the remainder of the Regiment, which had retired, 
unknown to them. The Boers quickly became aware of 
their predicament and opened a heavy fire on the little 
party, which thereupon commenced to retire by rushes, 
three at a time. Sir Elliott Lees, Lieutenant Stanley, 
Trooper Ross (Sussex Imperial Yeomanry), and one other 
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1900 man, were the last to withdraw from the position they had 
been holding, and thus formed a covering party to the 
remainder, who had been ordered to make for the led 
horses, which were some way behind. While this covering 
party was keeping up a hot fire on the enemy 
Lieutenant Stanley was shot through the head: seeing 
this. Sir Elliott Lees and Trooper Ross proceeded 
to carry him away, since he was still alive. The 
bullets were now flying thick, and finally this gallant 
attempt to take a wounded comrade out of action had to 
be abandoned, and Sir Elliott Lees was reluctantly obliged 
to give the order to leave him under cover, and the party 
then recommenced its retirement under the best cover that 
could be found. 

Subsequently, however, Trooper Ross, at his own urgent 
request, was permitted to return to his wounded ofiicer 
in order to, if possible, alleviate his suffering. But all his 
endeavours to save his life were unavailing and Lieut. 
Stanley soon succumbed to his injury. Ross suc- 
ceeded in making his way back to camp that night, 
having been under a constant fire nearly the whole 
time. His escape was truly miraculous. He was 
subsequently promoted to the rank of Corporal for his 
conspicuous gallantry on this occasion. 

Lieut. Stanley had made himself most popular with both 
ofiicers and men, and his loss was greatly regretted by all 
ranks. He was absolutely fearless and a true gentleman 
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and sportsman. He was buried with full mihtary honours 1 900 
on the following day, in the garden of a Scotchman named 
Jennings. 

The next few weeks were spent in desultory operations 
confined for the most part in clearing this portion of the 
country of food stuffs. Thus, the Dorsets were constantly 
on the move, but beyond capturing a few prisoners and 
destroying many waggons, which entailed occasional skir- 
mishing with small parties of Boers, there were no exciting 
incidents during this period. 

On the 13th October, a combined movement West, was October, 
commenced in conjunction with General Broadwood's Column 
in order to clear the Hekpoort Valley of the enemy. 

General Broadwood's troops marched parallel to those of 
General Clement's Column, along the North side of the 
Magaliesberg Mountains. Clements' Infantry moved along 
the top of this range, while his mounted troops kept 
parallel in the valley below. By this means it was hoped 
to attain the object in view. 

On the 17th October, the 72nd Company Imperial 
Yeomanry (Roughriders) was re-called to Pretoria, but the 
next day the composite Regiment of Yeomanry was re- 
enforced by the arrival of the Devon and Dorset Contingents 
of men, who had been serving with the Police in Pretoria 
for some months. The combined contingents numbered 
six officers and 102 men. 
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1900 The clearing oi>erations came to an end on the 19th 
October, on which day the following list of captures by 
the combined columns was published in Brigade Orders : — 



Waggons . . 227 


Mules . . 40 


Cattle .. 2404 


Donkeys . . 84 


Horses 28 


Rifles . . 28 


Prisoners . . 38 


Grain, bags 200 


Cape Carts.. 24 


Sheep . . 1 27 1 


Ammunition . 


1,200 rounds. 



At the same time, a return was called for shewing the 
number of rifles captured from units, by the enemy, since 
the commencement of the campaign, and it is worthy of 
note that the Dorset Yeomanry were able to send in a 
blank return. 

The following day, at 10 a.m., 150 of the Yeomanry 
were suddenly ordered to leave the camp at Hekpoort, in 
order to seize a position called Blockkloof, which was to 
be held until further orders, this place was 9 miles east 
of Hekpoort ; it was reported that President Steyn 
was endeavouring to cross the Magaliesberg, and presum- 
ably, this sudden move was in accordance with a plan 
conceived to defeat his object. 

The pass was reached without opposition and bivouac 
was formed for the night. In the morning the force was 
joined by the West Somerset and Sussex Companies (from 
the Police), this re-inforcement was, however, ordered to 
Rietfontein on the following day. 
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On October 37th, Major Browne was gazetted Colonel of 1900 
the 7th Battalion Imperial Yeomanry, the appointment being Oct 27th. 
antedated to the 35 th July, 1900. 

After holding Blockkloof for 8 days, during which time 
several rumours were rife of the approach of the enemy, 
which necessitated constant vigilance, the Yeomanry finally 
withdrew from the position at dusk on the 29th October, 
re-joining General Clements' Column, which was then at 
Hartebeestefontein, at ii o'clock the same night. 

A fortnight of uneventful trekking and the usual scout November 
skirmishing ensued, and on the 12th November General 
Clements marched to within 3 miles of Krugersdorp. On 
arrival here, the General sent a telegram to the Chief-of- 
Staff in Pretoria, asking whether a date could be fixed on 
which the Yeomany might expect to be able to return 
home, in order that the men's employers, who, at this time, 
were patriotically keeping open the vacancies caused by 
their absence, might be informed. The reply to this was, 
**I cannot give any date that would be certain." 

On the 15th November, Lord Roberts inspected General 
Clements' Brigade at Krugersdorp, on which occasion the 
composite Regiment of Yeomanry mustered 207 on parade. 

The following complimentary order was published the 
same evening : — 

"The General Officer commanding Clements' Force was directed by 
the Commander-in-Chief this day to express to the troops of the force 
his high appreciation of the excellent work done by them. 
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1900 *'The work has been hard and tedious, but the General Officer 
Nov 18th. c<>°^°^*"^*°& ^^'s s^® ^^^^ ^^® approbation of the Commander-in-Chief 
will fully compensate for any hardships they may have endured." 

On the 1 8th the Brigade was again on the move — reveille 
was at 2 a.m. and the force marched at 3.20 a.m. in order 
to take up a position before dawn, with the object of inter- 
cepting a body of the enemy which was being driven from 
the hills by Colonel Legge's men. But the country was too 
open to admit of concealment, and the Boers were not to be 
thus entrapped. Only one prisoner was taken, and he in a 
farm. 



The Officers and men of the Dorset Yeomanry had now 
been in South Africa for 219 days, out of which they had 
either marched or fought on 129 days. It was difficult 
even to form a guess, how much longer this continued call 
on their patriotism and the sacrifice of their home interests 
would be required. 

Yet each day inappreciably brought the end nearer, which 
latter might well have been prolonged had there been any 
unwiUingness or shirking on the part of the members of 
this invaluable force, which had contributed some of the 
best fighting blood of the British Empire to the army in 
South Africa. 

It was, indeed, hard for the individual Yeoman to realize 
that on his efforts, as an integral part of that huge machine, 
in a measure depended the result of this great conflict, and 
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it was even more difficult for him to understand the im- 1900 
possibility of, at that period, dispensing with his services, 
and permiting him to return to England, to look after 
perhaps, his most vital interests. 

This period was probably a crisis in the campaign, for 
after the last victory over the remnant of the enemy's 
forces as an organised army at Dalmanutha, on August 
27th, those in England were given to understand that to 
all intents and purposes the war was at an end, and the 
army had but to deal with a few guerilla bands. Even 
throughout the army in South Africa this optimistic view 
seemed to prevail. Consequently, both in South Africa 
and at home, there was an unconscious feeUng of relief 
after the arduous and anxious months which had preceded 
the present period, and it was but natural that, perhaps 
unnoticed, there should be an unintentional relaxation of 
effort throughout the army. 

It, therefore, came as an tmpleasant surprise when the 
discovery was made that the hitherto beaten, and it was 
generally assumed, demoralized Boer army, so constantly 
reported to be totally disorganised, short of food and of 
ammunition, and above all deserted by its idol, in the 
person of President Kruger, suddenly, as by magic, 
blossomed into life as an organised guerilla force, which, 
having regained its morale, if indeed such had ever failed, 
again took the field prepared to fight desparately on 
occasions, but more often to retire at discretion. 
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1900 The British soldier^ in his heart, honoured the Boer for 
his renewed determination to fight to a finish, galling as 
it undoubtedly was to his cherished dreams of an early 
return home with much glory, as a participant in an 
arduous but successful campaign. It was not long, how- 
ever, before the troops realised the fact that further efforts 
and sacrifice on their part were essential in order to see 
this thing through, once and for all. 

November. Consequently, when it became known that the Com- 
mander-in-Chief was unable to fix a date for the probable 
return of the Yeomen to their several occupations, and 
that their services would still be required for an indefinite 
period, this feeling put new life into the already weary 
"trekker," for he knew that the sooner he got to work 
the quicker would be the end. 

The Dorsets had not long to wait for on the 3ist Nov. 
active operations were again commenced. 

Reveille was at 1.30 a.m. and the Brigade to which they 
were attached, then marched to Sterkfontein, clearing out 
a party of 300 Boers, en route^ which had been active 
round Krugersdorp. Camp was reached at mid-day. CoL 
Legge's force of mounted troops co-operated with the 
brigade. 

At dawn on the 33rd the enemy oi>ened fire with guns 
and " pom poms," to which the Dorsets were fully exposed 
whilst acting as escort to the guns, but they, fortunately, 
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sufiFered no casualties. The Boers were subsequently 1900 
routed by Colonel Legge's force and fled through Hekpoort 
to Boschfontein. 

During the afternoon Colonel Browne was ordered to 
take the Yeomanry and two guns to clear some kopjes 
6 miles north-east of camp, which was done without 
opposition, camp being reached at 6.30 p.m. 

The Column returned to Krugersdorp on the 26th Nov. 
and remained at that place until the 3rd December, on 
which day it again marched out at 3 a.m., and bivouacked 
the same night at Dwarsvlei. 

On December 8th, the Brigade found itself at Nooit- 
gedacht, and the next few days was busily occupied in 
escorting convoys to and from Rietfontein. 

The Boers were most active in this neighbourhood and December, 
on the 1 2th were reported in some force, 1,000 to 1,500 
strong, between Hekpoort Pass and Zandfontein, with 
observation posts on "Tree Hill" and on this day the 
Dorsets were furnishing day posts and night guards. 

It was evident that the enemy, owing to his unusual 
numbers, had some plan on foot which, however, was not 
long kept secret, for the next day the brigade was engaged 
in one of the most determined and sanguinary conflicts of 
the war, and being overwhelmed by greatly superior 
numbers, was forced to abandon camp, tents and baggage, 
in order to save its guns and make good its retreat from 
imminent disaster. 
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1900 General Clements' column, at this time, had been much 
reduced in fighting strength, having been forced to leave 
troops to garrison Krugersdorp. Clements had protested, 
in vain, at being deprived of these troops, he knowing full 
well, through local intelligence, that the enemy was in 
superior force to his own. 

His column consisted of the Northumberland Fusiliers, 
half battalion Yorkshire Light Infantry, half of Colonel 
Legge's Mounted Infantry, with some South African 
Colonials, and 3 Squadrons of Yeomanry. 

The Border Regiment, the remaining half of Colonel 
Legge's force and the Sussex Yeomanry Squadron had 
been left at Krugersdorp. 

General Clements had refused to attack the Boers at 
Boschfontein since they were in great strength, but he had 
repeatedly demanded re-inforcements to enable him to do 
so, and also to oppose the superior forces of the enemy 
then confronting him. His request was subsequently 
conceded, but too late, and the re-inforcements were 
actually on the way to join him, when the desperate attack 
on his camp took place. 

The total strength of his command was barely 1,300, 
and the numbers of the enemy who attacked him on this 
memorable day were variously estimated at between 3,000 
and 5,000 men, under the supreme command of General 
Delarey, one of the ablest of the Boer leaders. 
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At 4.15 a.m. on the 13th December, the troops in camp 1900 
were aroused by the sudden burst of rifle fire, and it soon 
became apparent that an attack was being delivered on 
Colonel Legge's picquet, which was posted on the left 
flank of the camp. The enemy had been able to approach 
unseen through thick bush to within 50 yards of this post, 
and had shot down a number of men at this short range. 
Colonel Legge quickly dispatched re-inforcements, however, 
and after some heavy fighting, during which he with four 
officers and some 40 of his men were killed, the Boers 
were completely repulsed and driven westwards. 

It may here be mentioned that the camp was commanded Nooit- 
f rom the North by high inaccessible cliflfs, which could only ^ ^ 
be reached from the camp by the kloof or wooded gully 
shewn in the accompanying sketch. 

These clififs formed the key to the whole of General 
Clements' position, and were therefore held by a strong 
post of some 350 Northumberland Fusiliers. 

The top of the cliflfs aflforded what was generally regarded 
as an impregnable position and impossible of successful 
assault, as it abounded with rocky boulders forming com- 
plete and natural cover from rifle fire. Back from this 
ridge which overhung the camp the mountain again rose 
to the highest point in the range, which formed part of 
the position held by the Northumberland Fusiliers. 

It was quite obvious that should this commanding 
position be lost, the camp would thereby be rendered 



Digitized by 



Google 



128 Records of the Dorset Yeomanry. 

1900 untenable. But such a contingency had, it was believed, 
been rendered impossible by the posting of the strong 
force of infantry already mentioned to hold this all 
important point of the defence. 

When therefore Colonel Legge's men had so success- 
fully defeated the attack on their picquet no further 
serious fighting was expected, consequently, when the 
sound of further firing was heard on the Magaliesberg, 
it was thought that the enemy was but making a futile 
demonstration in that direction. But when the sound of 
the firing drew nearer and nearer. Colonel Lambton, of 
. the Northumberland Fusiliers, who was in temporary 
gedacht. Command of the camp while General Clements was away 
witnessing the fight by Colonel Legge*s men, realised 
that something more serious than a mere demonstration 
was in progress on the hills, and immediately asked 
Colonel Browne, whose men were nearest the kloof, to 
send reinforcements up the hill, which would be followed 
by a company of his own men as soon as possible. 

The Fifes and Devons, who were available, were 
despatched to the scene of action, each with two officers ; 
six Dorsets under Sergeant Bragge were also sent to a 
spur of the hill overhanging the kloof, half way up on 
the East side, but commanded by the cliff above. 

The remainder of the Dorsets having done the convoy 
work on the previous days had missed their turn for 
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picquet, and were on this duty out of their turn on the 1900 
night of the 12th. This picquet, 30 in number, under 
Lieutenant Cory, Staff Sergt, -Major Gordon, and Sergt.- 
Major Cave, was posted on the right flank of the camp 
upon which no attack was made until late in the day. 

The reinforcement of Devons and Fifes which had 
been sent up at Colonel Lambton's request can hardly 
have climbed half way up the hill before the Boers, by 
sheer weight of numbers,* had overwhelmed the four 
companies of Fusiliers, who were holding the top of the 
hill. 

Consequently the kloof by which these men were ^^i^, 
ascending became a perfect death trap, and the camp gedacht. 
was at the mercy of the Boers. The six Dorsets on 
the spur struggled back with Trooper F, Williamson 
dangerously and Trooper H. Robinson slightly wounded. 
Twenty-three of the Fife Yeomanry under Lieutenants 
Purvis and Campbell had gone up, of these Lieutenant 
Campbell was killed, Purvis was* hit in five places, none 
of which, however, were dangerous, five men were killed, 
and six or seven wounded. 

Of the Devon Yeomanry, under Captains Bolitho and 
Eyton, the former was slightly wounded, three men were 
killed, and nine or ten wounded. The remainder of the 
Fifes and Devons, wounded or not, were made prisoners, 

* They were probably 1,500 strong. 
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1900 as escape was impossible, with the enemy a few yards 
above them shooting right down on them. 

The camp now had to be abandoned all standing, but 
the guns maintained an incessant fire on the enemy, and a 
number of waggons and all the guns were in the mean- 
while withdrawn from the camp, which was then moved 
about two miles away. Colonel Browne and Sir Elliott 
Lees then went to the Dorset picquet on the right flank, and 
retired it to another kopje, which protected the new camp. 

This position it was ordered to hold at all costs. The 
enemy now opened with a gun and pom-pom, and Troopers 

Nooit- T. Rossiter and A. T. Walton were both severely wounded. 

ge ac . js^^ kopje was successfully held until late in the afternoon, 
when General Clements ordered a further retirement. 

The Dorset Yeomanry had the honour of protecting the 
retreat, and this important duty was carried out with great 
gallantry by all ranks, under the command of Sir Elliott 
Lees. The enemy was checked in his pursuit, which was 
pressed for seven miles, after which it flagged, and the 
column then continued its retreat unmolested to Commando 
Nek, some 23 miles distant, which was reached at 6.30 
a.m. the following morning. During this severe action 
the Dorsets were under fire for 14 hours and were 26 
hours in the saddle. 

The withdrawal of the waggons from camp and the 
subsequent retreat were carried out under a heavy fire. 
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and great credit was due to all ranks for the coolness and 1900 
valour displayed under these trjdng circumstances. 

Of the Dorsets, Colonel Browne and Captain Sir Elliott 
Lees set the example in a most conspicuous manner in 
superintending the inspanning of the mules and waggons. 

During the subsequent retirement Sir Elliott Lees and 
his Orderly (Trooper Ingram) perceiving that two dis- 
mounted Yeomen had been left behind on a recently n^q^. 
evacuated kopje gallantly rode back and bore them away gedacht. 
on their horses into comparative safety. For his share 
in this courageous act Trooper Ingram was promoted to 
the rank of Corporal by the Commander-in-Chief. 

In the rear-guard action Serjeant J. Bridle and Trooper 
S. Norris were wounded, and many horses were hit. 

Throughout this fight, Colonel Browne was in com- 
mand of the 7th Battalion Imperial Yeomanry, and 
Captain Sir Elliott Lees of the 26th (Dorset) Company, 
Sergt. -Majors Gordon and Cave acted as troop leaders 
and shewed the greatest gallantry throughout the day. 

Strange to relate the enemy did not attempt to continue 
the pursuit or to renew the attack the next day. Such 
loss of a rare opportunity can only be accounted for by 
the incompetence of the Boer leaders or by the demoralisa- 
tion of their men. In any case they were on this occasion 
but following the ignorant precedents afforded them by 
their Generals in the earlier stages of the war. 
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IS)00 The casualties on the British side during the engage- 
ment are stated to have amounted to between 600 and 
700 in killed, wounded, and missing, or about one-half of 
the total force. Those of the enemy were believed to be 
even greater in killed and wounded alone. Nevertheless, 
had he followed up his success with vigour, it is probable 
that with his superior numbers he would have been able 
to completely crush and annihilate the British column. 

On December 14th the following extract was published 

from Army orders : — 

VII. Battalion Imperial Yeomanry. 

** Regimental Sergt-Major Victor Louis Gordon to be Lieutenant 
vice Guest resigned, dated nth July, 1900." 

"CoL-Sergt. Robert Gale Cave to be Lieutenant, vice Levita 
resigned, dated 26th September, 1900.*'* 

The Brigade left Commando Nek on the 15th December 
and marched to Rietfontein, where it immediately com- 
menced to refit. 

In the meanwhile troops had been rapidly concentrating 
at Krugersdorp, and the following day an important move- 
ment began, under the command of General French, 
against General Delarey's commandos. 

Colonel Browne with 100 Yeomanry, 90 of Colonel 
Leggc^s Mounted Infantry, 50 dismounted Mounted 
Infantry, together with two guns Royal Horse Artillery 

* Sergt .-Majors GordoD and Cave had been acting at troop leaders since Angnst. 
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and some 30 wagons, was engaged on the tyth in 1900 
reconnaissance and clearing operations in the Brudestroom 
Valley; he encountered no opposition, and before the 
clearing of the various farms was completed orders were 
received to return to camp. 

A further reconnaissance was undertaken the next day December, 
by Sir Elliott Lees with a party of 80 Yeomen. He 
proceeded through Commando Nek, then returned North 
of the Magaliesberg by Zilicat's Nek, without discover- 
ing any sign of the enemy. 

The Dorsets remained in camp at Rietfontein until 
the 28th December, when they marched together with 
the Devons and other troops as escort to some rear 
sections of a convoy proceeding to Rustenberg, the 
leading sections of which had already preceded them 
under the protection of the main body of General 
Clements' column. 

Colonel Hackett Pain was in command of the rear 
sections, and camp was formed that night about 8 p.m., at 
Bokfontein. 

Starting at 4 a.m. the next morning the convoy arrived 
at Wolhuter's Kop, only to find General Clements with the 
advanced sections unable to proceed further, owing to 
several thousand Boers (it was reported) barring the way 
in front. All the wagons were therefore retired to Com- 
mando Nek, while the troops bivouacked at Wolhuter's 
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1900 Kop» and here the Dorsets were temporarily attached to 
Colonel Cookson's mounted troops. The remainder of the 
day was employed in putting the position in a state of 
defence. 

On the following day the Fife and Sussex Yeomanry 
rejoined the 7th battalion. 

The following promotions and appointments appeared in 
Regimental Orders that night : — 

Na 5282 Quartermaster Sergeant H. Ayles promoted Regimental 
Sergeant-Major (7th battalion), vice Lieut V. I. Gordon, promoted. 

Na 5314 Sergeant C W. Lovell promoted Squadron Sergeant-Major 
vice Lieut. R. G. Cave promoted. 

No. 5317 Sergeant W. Parsons to act as Quartermaster Sergeant 
vici Churcher to police. 

Na 5289 Sergeant O. E. Bragge to draw pay of his rank^ vice 
Ayles promoted. 

Na 5323 Corporal J. M. Rossiter promoted Sergeant vice LoveU 
promoted 

Na 5329 Lance-Corporal J. A. Smith promoted Corporal vice Rossiter 
promoted. 

No. 5332 Private F. Walters promoted Sergeant Orderly Room Clerk 
vice Riddell transferred to 48th Company. 

No. 5424 Sergeant N. G. Baggs to perform duties of S.Q.M.S. vice 
Ayles promoted. 

The troops remained in bivouac at Wolhuter's Kop until 
the 3rd January, 1901, on which day the march was 
resumed at 1.45 a.m. In the meanwhile the Boers had 
withdrawn to the Hekpoort valley, and no opposition was 
met with. 
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The force bivouacked at Buffelspoort at 4 p.m., and 1901 
remained here until the 20th January, and during the 
interval was constantly engaged in escorting wagons to 
and from Wolhuter's Kop and Breedt*s Nek, at which latter 
place a temporary garrison had been posted. 

It was on this day (20th) that Lieut. -Colonel Browne, who January, 
was suffering from high fever, was forced to temporarily 
relinquish the command of the 7th battalion, and he was 
sent into hospital at Rustenberg ; but he re-assumed the 
command two months later. Captain Sir Elliott Lees 
took over his duties with the regiment during his absence 
in hospital. 

Brigadier General G. G. Cunningham had been appointed 
to the command of the column on the 17th, .vice Major- 
General Clements, who had been ordered to take over the 
garrison in Pretoria. 

On the 25th January the force moved off from Olifant's 
Nek in a southerly direction, whence the enemy had been 
reported in force. This column was soon surrounded by 
the Boers under General Delarey, at Middlefonfein. Sergt.- 
Major Ayles was wounded in the hand in the fighting which 
ensued soon after leaving the Nek. For three days the 
troops were heavily engaged in a close country without 
being able to make much progress. On the 24th, the 7th 
battalion performed some very good work as rearguard to 
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1 90 1 the column, together with the Worcester Regiment and 
one section of " P " Battery R.H. A. 

They were engaged until dark, the whole rearguard being 
under the command of Lieut. -Colonel Hackett Pain, who 
complimented the 7th battalion on its behaviour. 

This was the last battle in which the Dorsets took part 
during Queen Victoria's reign and the first of King 
Edward's reign. The news of the Queen's death was 
heliographed to the Column, over the heads of the sur- 
rounding Boers. 

January. General Babington, who was at Venter's Dorp, had been 
hurriedly despatched at 2 p.m. on the 24th to General 
Cunningham's relief, and he arrived at Vlakfontein on the 
25th, where General Cunningham's force was able to join 
him the next morning, the enemy having withdrawn on 
hearing of General Babington's approach. 

In spite of the continuous fighting of the last three days 
the casualties had not been heavy, and only amounted to 
9 killed and 41 wounded. 

The two columns halted at Vlakfontein the next day, but 
the Boer snipers were busy throughout the morning, which 
necessitated the 7th battalion being despatched as escort 
to " P " Battery on the outpost line. 

On the following morning the camp was broken up, and 
the two columns separated, and on the 30th General 
Cunningham's force marched into Krugersdorp, only to 
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receive orders to immediately despatch a portion of the 1901 
force to relieve a convoy which was in trouble some miles 
away. 

The 7th battalion, however, was not detailed for this duty. 

Soon after arrival Captain H. Bolitho, who had been 
wounded at Nooitgedacht, rejoined the battalion, and being 
senior to Sir Elliott Lees, he took over the command of the 
regiment. 

Corporal C. Mumford of the Dorsets was promoted to the 
rank of Lance-Sergeant, which notification was published 
in orders that evening. 

On the 7th February the Dorset and Devon Squadrons Feb. 7th. 
left Krugersdorp, escorting a convoy to General Cunning- 
ham, and rejoined the remainder of the column at Roode- 
poort on the 8th. The whole force marched to Welverdiend 
the next day. 

On the 14th the 7th battalion was transferred to Colonel 
Benson's column, which was then at Deelkraal, where it 
came under the immediate orders of Captain Wormald, 
who was in command of the mounted troops. 

That morning the enemy, who was between Deelkraal 
and Buffelsdorn (518), had retreated eastward, and General 
Cunningham, who had been moving along the top of the 
Gatsrand, had halted that evening to the north of these hills. 

The following day Colonel Benson's force marched to 
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1 90 1 Buffelsdom, the Dorset and Sussex squadrons forming the 
advanced guard. The enemy was reported in force in the 
neighbourhood* but there was no fighting beyond a few 
sniping shots on both sides. 

There was some little relief to the monotony of continuous 
marching on the 28th February, when at about 9 a.m., the 
Fife Squadron, which was in advance, came in touch with 
a few Boers, On receiving this information the remainder 
of the Yeomanry galloped for the crest of a hill ahead, 
under fire from some Boers on their left flank. Orders 
were then given to pursue, and a lively chase ensued after 
some retreating parties of the enemy for a distance of five 
miles or so. Subsequently the guns came up, and the 
Dorsets were sent out as right flank guard, as the runaways 
had been reinforced, having outpaced their pursuers. There 
were, fortunately, no casualties in the Dorset Squadron, 
though the Fifes lost i man killed and i wounded. 

The Yeomanry subsequently retraced its steps to 
Rietvlei, where the main force had bivouacked for the night. 

These desultory and monotonous clearing operations 
continued until the 7th March, on which date the column 
was ordered to return to Potchefstroom, owing to a serious 
attack which was then in progress on the town of Lichten- 
berg, which at that time was held by a British force. 
Consequently troops were being concentrated at the former 
place in case of need. 
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Potchefstroom was reached on the 8th March, and 1901 
Lichtenberg having successfully withstood the enemy's 
assaults, the column remained halted here for several days. 

On the 15th March Captain Sir Elliott Lees left the 
regiment en route for England. He had served with the 
26th Company ever since its arrival in South Africa, and 
shared with it the hardships and risks inseparable from the 
continuous campaigning which it had undergone, dis- 
tinguishing himself on several occasions by his gallantry 
and good leadership, and the loss of his services was much 
felt by all ranks. 

On the following day the column was again on the March, 
march, 500 Boers having been reported at Roodepoort, 12 
miles south-east of Potchefstroom, but camp was formed 
that evening eight miles from the Vaal River, without any 
encounter having taken place. On the 17th, however, 
during the march to Wonderboom (564) there was some 
skirmishing, in which a man of the Fife Yeomanry was 
wounded. 

On the 19th March the Dorsets, while holding a kopje, 
were engaged all day with the enemy, but suffered no 
casualties. Lieut. Cory and 14 men finally held the 
position throughout the night. 

During the march on the 21st, the Dorsets were sniped 
at in a mealie field, they thereupon galloped at the enemy 
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1 90 1 and captured a wagon, 40 head of cattle, and 2 prisoners, 
whom they escorted safely to camp, which was at Raatskraal. 

The next day the Boers were met with in force while the 
Yeomanry were chasing wagons. In this affair Lieut. 
Blake, of the Sussex Yeomanry, was mortally wounded, 
and Lieut. Stevens slightly. The wagons were all cap- 
tured however, and they were taken into camp, which was 
reached at 8 o'clock in the evening. During the day 
the Yeomanry had ridden about 40 miles, 

April. At 8.30 a.m. on the 4th Aprils the Dorsets again 
found themselves in Krugersdorp, after the usual period of 
uneventful *' trekking.*' Here Colonel Browne, who had 
recovered from his severe attack of fever, once more 
assumed command of the 7th battalion. In the meanwhile 
a fresh draft of men for the battalion had arrived, and 
Colonel Browne inspected them at drill and made them a 
speech of welcome, in which he expressed himself as much 
pleased with their smart and soldier-like appearance. 

Captain Bolitho, in command of a composite squadron 
of no Yeomen, together with Lieuts. Gordon (Dorsets), 
Armstrong, Ward, Locke, Clark, and Lucas, were ordered 
to join General Dixon's command on the 6th April, while 
Colonel Browne and the remainder of the 7 th battalion 
remained at Krugersdorp in order to train the new draft. 

Two hundred horses arrived for the latter on the same 
day, and ?dl saddlery was immediately fitted. 
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It was not, however, found possible to seriously train 1901 
this draft of men in their duties, since owing to the absence 
of the South Wales Borderers, which formed part of the 
Krugersdorp garrison, the Yeomanry were obliged to take 
their turn at garrison duties until the loth April. 

On the 17th all Yeomanry details were ordered to join 
General Dixon's column, which was then at Bank station. 
This order was carried into effect on the following day, 
when the total Yeomanry force under Colonel Dixon's 
command amounted to 490. 

On April 19th this column marched to Vaalplatz, the 
Dorset and a troop of the Devon Yeomanry forming 
the left flank guard. The North Somerset Yeomanry 
which on this occasion was forming the rear guard, 
through some oversight, had left a wagon behind, 
consequently a subaltern and 30 men were sent back to 
retrieve it Two men were sent on in front to look for it, 
but they lost the road and were sniped by the Boers. That 
evening it was found, on return to camp, that only one of 
these two men had found his way back, the other who had 
been wounded being still absent. The next morning, there- 
fore,an ambulance, escorted by 100 men under Lieutenant 
Gordon, was despatched in search of him. He was event- 
ually found at Holfontein, some 15 miles distant, having 
been exposed all night on a kopje, the Boers having 
robbed him of his cloak. This was a typical instance of 
Boer methods towards the latter end of the war. 
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1 90 1 On this day Sergeant Parsons (Dorset) was appointed 
acting Quartermaster, vice Lieut. Locke, who had left for 
England. 

On the list April the Dorsets were engaged in a raid 
together with some 200 Yeomanry, 150 New Zealanders, 
and the same number of Scottish and Imperial Light Horse, 
with a field battery and pom pom. The remainder of the 
Yeomanry was left to guard the camp and baggage with 
200 of the Worcester Regiment, under the command of 
Colonel Hackett Pain. It was intended to surprise a small 
laager of the enemy, which had been reported in the 
neighbourhood. 

The purpose was achieved by the capture of 7 prisoners, 
4 wagons and 250 head of cattle. This force subse- 
quently returned to Dwarsvlei, which was reached at 2 p.m., 
camp having already been pitched by Colonel Pains' 
baggage guard. 

After a hard week's aimless marching, the column subse- 
quently halted at Nauwpoort for a few days. The new men 
and horses of the Yeomanry thus obtained a much needed 
rest. 

At this place the men were practised under Colonel 
Shekleton in attacking positions, and the new draft of 
Yeomen were put through musketry practice, old sacks on 
sticks forming substitutes for targets. 

The column marched off again on the 29th April, leaving 
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75 mounted men to garrison Nauwpoort. On this occasion 1901 
the composite regiment of Yeomanry was re-constituted as 
follows : — 

Acting Colonel, Major Eyton. 
Acting Major, Major Annstiong. 

Dorset Squadron — 
Captain Gordon. \ 
Lieut. Woodhouse. V With 51 men. 
Lieut. LovelL j 

Devon Squadron — 
3 officers and 78 men* 

North Somerset Squadron — 
3 officers and 89 men. 

Sussex Squadron — 
3 officers and 7a men. 

Total 290. 
Adjutant, Lieut. Bradley. 
Quartermasteri Lieut Parsons. 

During the march, the Dorsets and Somersets formed 
the right flank guard, and were constantly engaged with 
the enemy's snipers. There were no casualties and the 
column bivouacked at Vlakfontein. 

At this time, columns under Lord Methuen, whose base 
was at Lichtenberg, General Babington based at Klerks- 
dorp, and another force under Colonel Williams were 
operating in the Western Transvaal, and on the 8th May 
General Babington drove a portion of Commandant 
Vermaas' commando and convoy into Dixon's column at 
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1 90 1 Putfontein, with the result that 31 prisoners, 2 wagons, 
and 4 Cape carts were captured by the Yeomanry, General 
Babington having already taken 20 prisoners, 21 waggons, 
12 trolleys and carts, and 172 head of cattle, together with 
some 20 mules, all of which at this stage of the war repre- 
sented a serious loss in men and transport to the Boers. 

This was the last event of any importance which occurred, 
whilst the men of the original Dorset Company were serving 
with General Dixon. 

The time had arrived when the patriotic and valuable 
services of the officers and men, who had volunteered in 
the early part of the war, might at last be dispensed with, 
their places being taken by what was termed " the New 
Yeomanry,'' 1.^., in most cases men who had been induced to 
volunteer from all parts and from all classes in England at 
the tempting Government offer of pay at 5s. a day. It was 
obvious that amongst these, who were wrongly termed 
" Imperial Yeomanry,' ' were to be found many who had 
offered their services from other motives than those of 
patriotism, and who could not in any way be compared in 
soldierlike qualities to those who had come forward to 
serve their country in its dire distress during the black 
months of 1899 — men who would willingly have gone to 
South Africa without stipend of any description, and who 
served for the first year of the war at the ordinary Cavalry 
rates of pay. 
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These men, who, during the long months of monotonous 1901 
campaigning, had so gallantly upheld England's best 
traditions, and had also proved themselves on all occasions 
noble representatives of her true fighting blood, had now 
completed their task and were free to return to their homes 
should they so desire, with the proud conviction that each 
and all had materially assisted in staving off the terrible 
disaster that had threatened England in the possible loss 
of her Imperial prestige and position in the eyes of the 
world, and further, that by their united efforts they had 
been instrumental in successfully turning the tide of war in 
her favour. 

With regard to their successors, it is no exaggeration to 
say that 70 per cent, of these newly enlisted Yeomen (?) 
who were now arriving in South Africa, were in no way 
connected with the Yeoman element of the counties from 
which the original force had been raised, but were for the 
most part men who had at last come forward from the 
slums of our great cities attracted by that most injudicious 
bribe of 35s. a week, which was then being exploited by 
the authorities. 

In many individual cases, however, it must be remem- 
bered, the above remarks can in no way apply, and more 
especially with regard to those men who now took the 
places of those of the 7th Battalion, who were proceeding 
to England. These, on the contrary, consisted for the 
most part, of men who had been unable to sail with the 
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1 90 1 first Contingent, either owing to the lack of vacancies or to 
other unavoidable causes, and it is much to their credit 
that, in spite of the fact that the men of the original 
Battalion had had many more opportunities of distinguishing 
themselves by their splendid fighting qualities when the 
Boer resistance was as yet unsubdued, — now, though severe 
fighting took place on occasions when the war, as such, was 
practically at an end, these worthy successors of the 7th 
Battalion were able to more than maintain, during the 
remainder of the war, the good name which the Battalion 
had already earned. The attainment of such a standard 
was by no means an easy task, and to have achieved it 
speaks volumes for the soldierly qualities and patriotic zeal 
of those concerned. 

General Dixon's column marched into Welwediend on 
the 17 th May, and here Colonel Browne bid farewell to the 
7th battalion. 

The same day he met Lord Chesham in Johannesberg,* 
who ordered him to take the regiment home. The follow- 
ing day Colonel Browne proceeded to Krugersdorp, and 
sent all the new drafts of Yeomanry which were here 
assembled to Welwediend in order to take over the horses 
of the old Yeomen. In the afternoon Lieut. Gordon arrived 
with the men of the Dorset, Devon, and Sussex Yeomanry, 

* On this occMion Colood Browne obuined Dermiasion to grant oommunons to Serjeants Rossiter, 
Lovell, and Paraons, as a reward for their splenoid services during the war. It was essential to have 
really capaUe officers to lead the raw recruiu of the new battalion, and since the new oflkers arriving 
were for the most part bexperienced. the promotions came as a great boon to the battalion, bringing with 
them as they did, the valoable eicpenenoe of many months of war. 

Seijeant-Miuocs Gordon and Cave had been given commissions previously. 
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those of the North Somerset left for Worcester the same 1901 
day, and the men of the West Somerset having left Pretoria 
some days previously for the same destination, the original 
7th battalion was therefore in all probability the last of the 
old Yeomanry battalions to leave the field. 

At 2-20 p.m. on Sunday, May 19th, Colonel Browne in 
command of the Dorsets, Devons and Sussex, left for 
Worcester (Cape Colony) by train, the officers in a covered 
wagon and the men in trucks. The night was spent in the 
train at Elandsfontein. 

Worcester was reached on the 24th of May, and here the 
Regiment was accommodated in a very dusty and windy 
camp. 

The battalion did not finally reach Capetown from 
Worcester until 7 a.m. on the 3rd. of June, when it im- 
mediately commenced embarkation, and sailed on the 
"Hawarden Castle' ' at 5 in the evening with a total strength 
on board of 40 officers, 2780 men. 

The other details op board included 2 squadrons of the 
8th. battalion I.Y., 200 men of the i8th. battalion, 2 squad- 
rons of the 6th battalion, and 100 Derby Volunteers. The 
total strength of the 7th. battalion being 140. The officers 
of the 7th. battalion included Colonel Browne, Captain 
Batley and Lieut. Rowe (Vet. -Surgeon) of the Dorset 
Yeomanry. 

Colonel Crawley was in command of the troops on board. 
Colonel Browne being second-in-command. 
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1901 The "Hawarden Castle'* arrived at Southampton on 
Tuesday, June 25th, at 8 a.m., and thus after 16 months* 
arduous campaigning the contingent of the Dorset Yeo- 
manry once more set foot on English soil. A special train 
conveyed officers and men to Weymouth, and here each 
was presented with an illuminated address by the Mayor ; 
the ceremony taking place in front of the statue on the 
esplanade. At its conclusion, the detachment marched to 
the Jubilee Hall, where it was entertained at luncheon, and 
400 persons had assembled to do honour to the war-worn 
Yeomen of Dorset, who had rendered such signal services 
to their country in her hour of need. 

The representatives of the County of Dorset who were 
present on this memorable occasion had every reason to be 
proud of those men, who, by their courage, endurance and 
self-sacrifice had so brilliantly upheld the traditions of their 
county, and their feelings of gratitude and respect were 
evinced in the hearty welcome which they accorded the 
26th company on this occasion. 

The words of welcome and appreciation which were em- 
bodied in the Mayor's speech gave expression to the 
feelings of all Dorset, and will for ever be remembered with 
gratitude by those officers and men of the company who 
were the recipients of this well-earned recognition of their 
patriotic services.* 

* The full account of the entertainment which appeared in the Donet Chronicle it 
is gif en in the appendix. 
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WIMBORNE YEOMANRY CAVALRY INDEPENDENT TROOP. 

183I. 



CORNET EDWARD CASTLEMAN. 

Born, iSoo. Died, 1861, 
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Uniforms 
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UNIFORM 1794. 



The first uniform worn by the Dorset Regiment 
of Yeomanry Cavalry, or "Dorset Volunteer Rangers/' 
as they were then called, consisted of a short dark 
green coatee with a black velvet stand up collar and 
cuffs, and faced down the front with black velvet. 
The buttons were of yellow metal with D V R upon 
them, and the coats were ornamented with brass shoulder 
scales. White leather breeches and high black military 
boots were worn. The head-dress was a round hat with 
bearskin crest and a green feather. The horse furni- 
ture was very simple, and consisted of a bearskin 
covering for the pistol holster, and a green-colored 
valise strapped at the back of the saddle. Every man 
rode in his own saddle and bridle^ as it was thought 
the horses would go more quietly in the bridle they 
were used to than in heavy regimental bits. The 
swords had black leather scabbards and were orna- 
mented with brasswork and gilt hilts. 
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UNIFORM 1799. 



In 1798 or 1799 the uniform was changed, and in the 
accompanying Plate the uniform is shown as follows : — ^A 
dark green double-breasted coatee, with black stand-up 
collar and cuffs, with gold lace on the officers' collars 
and cuffs, and brass shoulder scales ; the officers 
wearing crimson girdle shashes. The buttons were 
yellow, with \^ embossed. The head-dress was a 
black leather Light Dragoon helmet with peak, bear- 
skin crest and red and white ostrich feather hackle on 
the left side, the helmet having a leopard skin turban 
with '^Dorset Rangers" in brass letters on the front. 
The belts were white, but the officers' sword strings 
were black. The leather breeches and high boots were 
still worn, and the saddlery was of the same pattern 
as the previous plate shows. 

The arms were swords and pistols, the officers' 
swords being scimitar - shaped, with black leather 
scabbard with brass hilt and mountings and gold sword 
knot. 
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UNIFORM 1803. 



In 1803, on the re-raising of the Regiment, a 
distinct change was made in the dress of the Regi- 
ment, which was now styled the Dorsetshire Regiment 
of Yeomanry Cavalry. To use Colonel Frampton's own 
words, " The uniform was changed to blue, faced with 
red, as the green had worn very ill.'* 

The new uniform was a blue coatee somewhat shorter 
than the late green one, with collars, cuffs, and tails 
turned back with scarlet, the lace being gold as before 
for the officers. Brass buttons were worn, as also were 
the old brass shoulder scales. The breeches were white, 
but the boots were not so high, and more like the 
modem top boot. The same helmet was worn with 
a red and white feather. The saddlery and horse 
furniture was, with the exception of the covering and 
the holsters, still of the plain and serviceable order that 
had characterised the Regiment since its first formation. 
James Wilson, in his chart of the Volunteer Forces, 
gives the uniform three years later as blue, faced with 
yellow and silver lace, but he had evidently confused 
the County Regiment with the Sadborrow Troop of 
Yeomanry, who wore light blue, faced with yellow 
and silver lace. 
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UNIFORM. 

INDEPENDENT TROOPS* 1803-1838. 



In this plate are shown the anifoms of the independent troops of Yeomanry 
that were in oeing from 1803 to 1838, and eiisted quite apart from the County 
Regiment of Veomaniy. 

Fifit of these troops was the Sadborrow Troop raised in 1803 and disbanded 
in 1838W This troop at first wore a light blue jacket with yellow collar and cuffs, 
laced across the breast with white lace, the officers havine silver braid. The 
head-covering was a Light Dragoon light cavalry helmet of black leather, with 
bearskin crest and scarlet hackle. White breeches and black knee boots were 
worn ; the officers wearing crimson silk sashes. About i8ao, or possibly before, 
the head-dress was chan^ to a black cloth Ligiht Dn^oon diako, with red up- 
right feather, and was mtroduced in lien of the old Light Cavalry helmet The 
slwko was ornamented with a silver rosette and button mounted on blade cloth, 
edged with silver cord, as a shako badge, and a boss of concentric dicles of black 
ribbed silk with a silver button in the centre under the plume. The peak was 
of black leather and drooping, and the chin scales were of silver, being secured 
to the shako by a silver rosette. The officers' shako had a broad silver braid 
band round the top. 

The Bridport Troop, raised in 1817 as the " Bridport Troop of Light Horse," 
wore a dark blue coatee with white collar and cuffs, white metal buttons and silver 
shoulder scales. The overalls were dark blue with white stripes, and the belts 
white. The officers had silver epaulettes and their cuffs and collars were orna- 
mented with silver lace. The helmet worn by the troop was of Dragoon pattern, 
with a black horse-hair plume, not unlike the helmet worn by the French 
Dragoons of the present day, and was worn by our own Dragoon Regiments at 
Waterloo. In i8a4 this troop, after a short seven years of being, was disbanded. 

Four troops were raised in 1831. 

The Wimbome troop was raised in 1831 and disbanded 1838, and wore a 
double-breasted green coatee with plain scarlet collar and cuflb, the men having 
brass shoulder scales, and the officers gold epaulettes and green overalls with a 
scarlet stripe. The head-dress was a black leather Prussian Dragoon helmet, 
with gilt spike and mountings and dark green plume, the helmet badge being the 
letters W Y C within a wreath. 

This head-dress is remarkable for the fact that this style of helmet was not 
introduced into the British Service till after the marriage of Queen Victoria with 
Prince Albert, who changed the crested helmets of tne Dragoons and Dragoon 
Guards for this model, which was in consequence known as the '* Albert " 
helmet, and the Wimborne Troop was not only the first Yeomanry corps to use 
this type of helmet, but the first in the whole British Army. 



Cb«rbor«Ni|h Troopb 1831-1835. 
Plaadford Troopb 1831-1838. 
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The sword and cross belts were of black leather, and the men wore Lancer 
girdles of crimson and yellow worsted, the officers' being of gold lace and crimson 
silk. The lines of the officers were gold and the rank and file yellow cord. The 
men's plames were of horse-hair, the officers' being of cock's feathers. 

The buttons were brass, on which was the insignia of the troop— a green 
horse conrant 

The horse furniture was very elaborate, and consisted of a handsome Hussar 
bridle with leather bosses, saddle cloth edged with red, a valise with the letters 
WYC in red on the side, and a black sheepskin. 

The Blandford Troop, which came into being in 1831 and was disbanded in 
1838, wore a single-breasted scarlet coatee with white collar and cufis, which 
were both braided with gold lace, and overalls of dark blue with yellow stripes for 
the men and gold for the officers. 

The helmet was of brass, not unlike a modem fireman's, and with the exception 
of being minus the crest on the bearskin, was nbt unlike the head-dress then worn 
by the Heavy Dragoon Regiments of the line. 

White belts were worn by the rank and file, who also wore crimson and 
yellow girdles, the officers having gold and crimson girdles and ^Id sword and 
cross belts, and were also further distinguished by gold epaulettes mstead of brass 
shocdder scales. 

The Isle of Purbeck and Wareham Troop also wore a heavy Dragoon dress, 
and consisted of a scarlet single-breasted coatee with French blue collar and cufis, 
dark blue overalls with gold stripe, the men having a yellow stripe. Crimson 
and gold girdles were worn by the officers, their crossbelts being gold edged 
with black, but their sword belts and slings were of plain patent black leather, 
they were further distinguished by the wearing of gold epaulettes and gold lace 
on the collars and caffs. The men having brass scales, plain black helxs, and 
worsted girdles. 

The helmet was of black metal, with brass mountings and chin scales, and 
with a bearskin crest. 

This troop, aAer seven years of life, vras broken up in 1838. 

The Charborough Troop, which after only four ^ears of being, was disbanded 
in 183$, wore a rifle green double-breasted coatee with two rows of white buttons 
and white collar and cu&. The rank and file having silver shoulder scales, and the 
commissioned ranks having silver epaulettes and silver lace on their collars and cuffik 

The girdles were crimson and gold for the officers, and crimson and yellow 
worsted for the men. The overalls were of a grey Oxford mixture with one white 
stripe. 

The regulation Light Dragoon shako was worn with black plume (feathers for 
the officers, horse-hair for the men) in front a brass eight-pointed star, in the centre 
of it the Drax crest, a demi griffin, endrded by the Drax motto, ** Mort en Droit." 

Pouches black, with a crown and a scroll inscribed ** Charborough " in brass. 

Officers and men wore shabraoques and sabretashes. The stirrups were of 
brass, those of the officers being very richly chased. 

This tioop was entirely equipped and maintained in their el^^ant equipments at 
the expense of their Captain, John S. W. Sawbridge Erle-Drax, with the ex« 
ception of its arms, a sword and pistol, which were supplied by the Government 
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UNIFORM 1831. 

On the re-formation of the Regiment in 1831, in 
consequence of a General Order having recently been 
promulgated that the whole of the British Cavalry were 
to wear scarlet with the exception of the Royal Horse 
Guards, the new uniform decided upon was scarlet, and 
was as follows : — Scarlet coatee with white metal buttons 
and shoulder scales, blue collars and cuffs, and turn-up 
to the skirts of the jacket, which were cut short as was 
then the fashion. The buttons were placed in two rows. 
The collars and cuffs were laced round with silver lace, 
the former having a silver loop. The overalls were of 
a black mixture with double scarlet stripes. The girdles 
were crimson and gold coloured worsted, the sergeants 
being allowed to wear silk ones. The shako was of 
black beaver with silver shako plate, white lines and 
lace, with a black plait in front, the plume being of red 
and white horse hair. The coat was blue with scarlet 
collar, with blue cape and white buttons. The gloves 
and belts were white. 

The officers were ordered to wear the same uniform as 
the N.C.O.'s and men, but with the following excep- 
tions: — A crimson and gold lace girdle, a plain black 
sabretache, and a smaller cartouche box, but shortly 
afterwards a red and white cock's plume and fringed 
epaulettes of silver were ordered for full and levee dress. 
The horse accoutrements are detailed as follows : — 
Army saddle well stuffed, with two white girths, and 
loops before and behind to fasten the holsters and pad ; 
breastplate and crupper black ; chain to headstall black. 
Valise according to pattern, with the initial of the Cap- 
tain's name and the number allotted to the individual on 
the near side, and on the off side D Y C on brass platas. 

The arms of the Regiment were swords and pistols, 
but 12 men per troop had heavy carbines and bayonets. 
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UNIFORM 1854. 



In 1854 we find the uniform of the County Regiment, 
now styled the ** Queen's Own Regiment of Dorsetshire 
Yeomanry Cavalry," very much the same as worn on its 
revival in 1830, but the broad topped shako had been 
changed a few years previous to 1854, to a more modem 
pattern as worn by the Light Dragoons of the Regular 
Army in the Crimea. Their shako was not so broad 
topped, and was introduced in the Army by Prince 
Albert. The ornaments were a silver Maltese cross or 
a chain badge, a brass crown, and silver chin scales, a 
feather plume for the officers, and one of horsehair for 
the men. Sheepskins and new cloth valises had been 
issued some ten years previous to 1854, replacing the 
old leathern portmanteaus. Carbines had been intro- 
duced in 1854, in place of the old pistols. 
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UNIFORM 1859. 



In 1859 ^ ST^^^ change took place in the dress of 
the Dorset Yeomanry, The coatee which had been 
abolished for the time, some two years previously, in the 
Regular Forces, was ordered by the Commanding Officer, 
Lord Rivers, to be worn in the Regiment. 

The tunic, which at this period was worn much 
longer, was of the regulation pattern as worn by the 
Light Dragoons of the Line, and was of blue cloth, with 
scarlet collars and cuffs, but only three rows of braiding 
were worn instead of five allowed to Light Dragoon 
Regiments (the Hussar Regiments had six rows). The 
officers* braidings and lace were of silver. The officers 
in undress and the men on all occasions wore blue over- 
alls vrith white double stripes, but in review order the 
officers wore silver stripes. 

The belts were white, and the Crimean Light Dragoon 
shako was still the head-dress. 
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UNIFORM 1873. 



In 1873 pantaloons were introduced for mounted 
parades in lieu of the old overalls, and the men ordered 
to wear " their own Butcher Boots/' overalls being used 
only for dismounted parades. The colours of the over- 
alls and pantaloons were still blue with white stripes, 
and the same tunic of dark blue with scarlet collars and 
cuffs with three rows of white cording, was worn, but 
was now not cut so long. 

The shako shown in the 1873 plate had been intro- 
duced in 1862, and was of more modem appearance, 
being much reduced in size, and was of blue cloth ; the 
badge or shako plate consisting of the Royal cypher 
V R within the Garter circle, on which was inscribed the 
motto of the Garter, "Honi Soit Qui Mai y Pense" 
(which appears to be the only motto ever adopted by 
the Regiment). 

The circle was surrounded with a wreath of oak leaves, 
and on a scroll underneath the title ^^ Queen's Own Regi- 
ment of Yeomanry Cavalry," the whole badge being 
silver, as were the other mountings of the shako, the 
plumes being as before — ^white feathers for the officers 
and white horsehair for the men. 
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UNIFORM i88i. 



In 1881 the Queen's Own Dorsetshire Yeomanry 
Cavalry changed from a Light Dragoon Regiment into 
an Hussar Corps, and black Hussar busbies with red 
busby bags and white bosser plumes and lines, replaced 
the shakos. 

The tunic was still only braided with three rows of 
cord, however. 

At the same time blue patrol jackets were ordered 
for the men in lieu of the old blue stable jackets, and 
officers who wished to wear frock coats were at liberty to 
do so. 
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UNIFORM 1885. 



In 1885 the Hussar equipment was completed by the 
addition of three extra rows of white cord to the tunic, 
making six rows in all. The blue tunic, with its scarlet 
facings and Hussar cords, looking very neat and effective. 
The officers wore blue forage caps with silver lace and 
tracings, the men having blue caps with white bands, 
and the officers wore both the braided patrol jacket and 
frock coat as then worn by the Regular Cavalry. 

For levees the officers had handsomely braided 
sabretaches. 
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UNIFORM. 
SOUTH AFRICA, 1900-1901. 



During the war in South Africa a plain khaki serge 
uniform was worn, consisting of serge frock, cord panta- 
loons, and puttees, and the head dress consisted of slouch 
hats. Officers wore sam-brown belts, but actually in 
the field, swords were dispensed with. 

The troopers were armed with long rifles and bayonets 
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UNIFORM— PRESENT DAY. 



On the re- organization of the Force in 1901, the 
uniform of the Regiment was entirely changed, and in 
1902 a khaki uniform was, in accordance with the new 
regulations, introduced. 

This dress, in 1903, was greatly improved by the 
introduction of green collar and green and yellow braid- 
ing on the cuffs, in memory of the old Dorset Volunteer 
Rangers. 

Full Dress. — The uniform now consists of a service 
drab tunic, with green collars and green and yellow 
braiding. Cord pantaloons with green stripe, gaiters, 
and spurs. Puttees were discarded in 1904. A slouch 
hat is worn in full dress. 

In Undress or Drill Order. — ^The same as above, 
but without green collars or braiding of any description 
on tunic or pants ; the head-dress consisting of a blue 
fatigue cap with red top. 

The Horse Furniture. — Officers wear the horse 
plume. 
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Records of the Dorset Imperial Yeomanry. 



PART IIL 



Headquarters of Troops and Squadrons of the 
Dorset '^Queen's Chun'' Imperial Yeomanry^ 1794 — 1905. 



THE following notes on the recruiting districts of the 
various Troops at different times composing the 
Dorsetshire Regiment of Yeomanry may be ot 
interest, and were successfully located by Colonel Goodden 
after he had taken a great deal of trouble in the matter : — 

Six Troops were raised in 1794, viz. — 

Lieutenant-Colonel Darner's (Dorchester) Troop. 

Major Frampton's (Moreton) Troop. 

Captain Churchill's (Wimborne) Troop. 

Captain Grosvenor's (Wareham and Charborough) Troop. 

Captain Weld's (Lulworth) Troop. 

Captain Browne's (Maiden Newton) Troop. 

The latter Troop, it appears, recruiting as far South as 
Weymouth and Abbotsbury, and later in the same year 
a seventh Troop was raised — 

Captain Travers (Bridport) Troop. 

The Troops were reduced in 1 795 through the breaking 
up of Captain Weld's (Lulworth) Troop, owing to the 
inability of His Majesty the King to sign the commissions 
of Captain Weld and his son, the qornet of the Troop, as 
they were Catholics, 
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In 1797 Captain Meggs again brought the strength up 
to seven Troops by raising the Biackmore Vale Troop. 

In 1798 three more Troops were added, viz. — 

Captain Tregon well's (Cranborne) Troop. 
Captain Clavell's (Isle of Purbeck) Troop. 
And a second Troop raised in the Biackmore Vale known as 
Captain Bower's (Shaftesbury) Troop. 

In 1 80 1 there were apparently only nine Troopj5, and as 
Captain Bower had become Adjutant it is supposed that 
his Troop at Shaftesbury was the one disbanded. 

On the Regiment being re-raised in 1 803 seven Troops 

were in the saddle — 

Lieutenant-Colonel Darner's (Dorchester) Troop. 

Major Frampton's (Moreton) Troop. 

CapUin Traver's (Bridport) Troop. 

Captain Bower's (Biackmore Vale) Troop. 

Captain Haine's (Cattistock) Troop. 

Captain Grosvenor's (Wareham and Charborough) Troop. 

Captain Clavell's (Isle of Purbeck) Troop. 

In 1804 Captain ClavelFs (Isle of Purbeck) Troop was 
disbanded, reducing the Regiment to six Troops. 

In 1809 two additional Troops were raised, viz. — 

Captain Sir William OglandePs Troop. 
Captain the Earl of Ilchester's (Melbury or Maiden Newton) 
Troop. 

In 1 8 14 the Dorsetshire Regiment of Yeomanry Cavalry 
was disbanded. 

From 1 803- 1 828 there was an independent Troop at 
Sadborrow, and from 181 7 to 1824 one at Bridport. 
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In December, 1830, a Regiment styled the Dorsetshire 
Yeomanry Cavalry was again raised, and was to have 
consisted of eight Troops, but only five were raised, this 
Regiment recruiting mainly in West Dorset, it consisted 
of— 

Major the Earl of Ilchester's (Melbury or Maiden Newton) 

Troop. 
Captain Jacob's (Blackmore Vale) Troop. 
Captain Frampton's (Moreton or Dorchester) Troop. 
Captain Sir Edward Baker Baker's (Blandford) Troop. 
Captain Goodden's (Sherborne) Troop. 

A sixth Troop was raised in 1863, being — 
Major Sir R. Glyn's (Wimborne) Troop. 

It was proposed in 1831 to rctise an Eastern as well as 

a Western Regiment of Dorset Yeomanry, but the scheme 

was abandoned, and the following independent Troops 

were raised in this Division of the County — 

The Wimborne Troop, Captain W. Hanham. 

The Blandford Troop, Captain J. J. Farquharson. 

The Isle of Purbeck and Wareham Troop, Captain John Bond. 

The Charborough Troop, Captain J. S. W. S. Erle-Drax. 

It was at the same time proposed to raise Troops at 
Cranbome and Lyme, but the proposals of raising Troops 
at these places were not carried out. 

The independent Troops were disbanded as follows — 

Charborough Troop, 1835. 

Blandford Troop, 1838. 

Wimborne Troop, 1838. 

Isle of Purbeck and Wareham Troop, 1838. 
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In 1879 ^h^ six Troops of the Dorsetshire (Queen's 
Own) Yeomanry Cavalry were lettered as follows — 

A (Dorchester) Troop. 

B (Melbury) Troop. 

C (Blackmore Vale) Troop. 

D (Sherborne) Troop. 

£ (Blandford) Troop. 

F (Wimbome) Troop. 

In 1893 the Regiment was formed in two Squadrons as 
below — 

{Squadron Melbury Field Troop 
Headquarters Sherborne ,, 
Maiden Newton ... Dorchester,, 

(Squadron Blandford „ 
Headquarters Wimbome,, 
Blandford Blackmore Vale 

In 1 90 1 the Queen's Own Dorsetshire Yeomanry was 
again re-organised and formed into three squadrons, and 
the Regiment now stands as follows — 

Squadron Hbadquartbrs. Fibld Troops. 

' or Dorchester, 
or Melbury. 
|"C"or Blackmore Vale. 

or Sherborne. 
V'E" or Blandford. 

Machine Gun Section — 

Lieut. Vizard, Sergt. Sawtell, CorpL A. Kendall, Lance-Corporal 
Rogers, Trooper Salisbury, Trooper HoUoway. 



}" A " ( 
"B"( 
}" C " i 
" D " < 

C Blandford 

' or Wimbome. 
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A PATRIOTIC DORSET FAMILY. 
THREE GENERATIONS OF DORSET YEOMEN. 



TROOPER E. W. H. ROSS. SERGEANT G. W. ROSS. 

SERGEANT W. ROSS. 
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OFFICERS WHO HAVE JOINED THE DORSET YEOMANRY 
SINCE THE YEAR 1893. 



Rank and Name. 


Date. 


and Lieut. Faber. Charles L. 


9- i-'95 


3Eid Lieut Glyn, Maurice C. 


17- 4-96 


Captain Troyte-Bullock, E. G. 


18- 3-*96 


Captain Browne, P. J. 


17- 3-'97 


3nd Lieut Goodden, J. B. H. 


28- 7:97 


2nd Lieut. Farquharson, H. F. W. 


22- 9*97 


3nd Lieut. Batley. R. C. 


1 7- 1 1 -'97 


Surg .-Lieut Daniel], G. H. S. 


29- 9.'97 


Q.-M. Cave E. W. 


2- 4-'98 


Capt Anthony, Earl of Shaftesbury 


25- 4-'oo 


and Lieut Digby, G. H. 


4- 4-'oo 


Vet-Lieut GoUedge, C. R 


10- 5-'oo 


and Lieut Kindersley, H.R. 


5- 4-'02 


and Lieut. Castleman, E. W. F. 


5- 4-*02 


and Lieut Medlycott, H. M. 


5- 4-*02 


and Lieut Yeatman, L. L. 


31- 5-'02 


Surg. Lieut Edwards, C. W. 


30- 4-'02 


Rev. Kindersley, C. E. 


21- 5-*02 


Lieut. Vizard. W. 


4- 3-'03 


and Lieut Baker, Sir Randolf L., Bart 


6- I -'04 


Q.-M. Parsons, W. P. 


18- 5-'03 


Adjutants. 




Capt Bramwell, H.D. 15th Hrs. 


i9-ii-'98 


Capt Gage, M. F., ;th D.G. 


I- 5-'03 
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TABLE SHEWING THE 
ANNUAL STRENGTH OF THE DORSET YEOMANRY SINCE 1894. 





Strength. 


- 


Ettabiithmeat 




Year. 
















Officers. 


RC.O.'B 
and Men. 


Total. 


Officen. 


N.C.O.'t 
and Men. 


Total 


1894 




304 


333 


14 


304 


3l8 


1895 




300 


319 


14 


304 


3l8 


1896 




199 


318 


14 


304 


3l8 


189; 




303 


319 


14 


304 


318 


1898 




«93 


313 


14 


304 


318 


1899 




196 


»15 


14 


304 


318 


1900 




315 


a: 


«4 


304 


3l8 


1901 




^45 


a; 


569 


596 


1903 






3>5 


2; 


569 


596 


1903 


21 


^H 


306 


V 


569 


596 


1904 


22 


396 


3i« 


27 


449 


47$ 


1905 


31 


3" 


33a 


27 


449 


476 
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INSPECTIONS AND REVIEWS OF THE DORSET YEOMANRY 
SINCE 1894. 



Place. 


Date. 


Inspecting Officer. 


Weynoiiu) . . 


24.25. 


5. 


94 


Colonel Bushman, C.B. 


»> • • • • 


9b 


10, 


5. 


'95 


*» *t 


Bouraemooth 


2Si 




5. 


'96 


P.M. Viscount Wobclcy 


$t • • 


35. 




5* 


•96 


Colonel Liddell, A.A.G., Southern District 


Weymouth .. 


ai. 




5. 


'97 


Major-Gen. Hon. R. Talbot, C.E Command- 
ing Aldershot Cav. Brigade 


ft • • 


2;. 




5, 


'98 


Colonel J. E B. Dickson, C.B., Commanding 
4th Cav. Brigade 












n • • • • 


35> 




5* 


'99 


Major-Gen. F. Grant, C.B., I.G.C 


ft 


26^ 




5* 


•99 


Major-Gea French, Commanding Aldershot 
Cav. Brigade 


f a 


26. 




5. 


'99 


Lieut.-Gen. Sir B. Russell. K.C.B.. K.C.M.G.. 
Commanding Southern District 






May. 


1900 


Colonel C. E. Swaine, CB., A.A.G.. Southern 












District 










1901 


N0 Training 


Bntfoid 


27. 




5i 


•02 


Gen. Sir E. Wood. V.C., G.C.R 




28. 


'9. 


5* 


'02 


Lieut.-CoL Wilson, D.SO., Commanding 
Prov. Cav. Regt at Aldershot 


Blandfoid .. 


2;. 




5. 


'03 


Field Marshall Sir E. Wood, V.C, G.C.B. 


t» 


2, 


3. 


6. 


'03 


Major-Gen. Baden Powell, I.G.C. 


Wool 


24* 25, 


5. 


'04 


Field MarshaU Sir E. Wood, V.C, G.C.B. 


t» 


31. 




5> 


and 






!• 




6. 


'04 


Colonel Lowe, A.Q.M.G., 2nd Army Corps 


BUndford .. 


aa, 




5/ 


05 to 






25. 




5. 


'05 


Colonel Porter, C.B., S.O. for Yeomanry. 
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RECORD OF •LOYD UNDSEY COMPETITION. 
(Continued from VoL I.) 



Year. 



Winner. 



Ayrshire 

Dorset 

Dorset 

Ayrshire 

Ayrshire 

Edinburgh M.I. 

Dorset teams second 

Dorset 

Not t^ordtd, 

7th Hussars 

loth Hussars 

Dorset 

i8ih Hutsars 



Distance. 



500 and 600 yards 



and third being on 
500 and 600 yards 

500 and 800 yards 



No. of Shots. 



ly armed with 
S 

as many as possible 



Scotca, 



»34 

116 

Carbines. 



Ss 

90 
131 

153 



Weapons used. 



Martini Henry Garbine 
Martini Metfoid CsrUnc 



Lee-ifetforJ'Rifle 

Lee-Metferd Carbine 

Lee-Enfield Rifle 
tt It 

Short Service %ifle 



* Changed to "Mounted Scouts'" Competition, 1903. 



APPENDIX E. 



RECORD OF THE INTER-YEOMANRY CHALLENGE CUP. 
(Continued from VoL I.) 



Dat*. 


Challenge Cup 
and First Prise. 


Score 


Second Priie. 


«45 

a57 
a5» 
«49 
••a 

941 
940 
•53 


Third Pritt. 


Score 


1899 
1900 

1901 
190a 
1903 

i9<H 

190s 


Ayrshire, and team 

Ayrshire 

Dorset, xst team 

Ayrshire 

West Kent 

Ayrshire 

Gloucester I. Y 

Staffordshire Yeomanry 

Gloucester I.V 

Gloucester I.Y 

Ayrahirel.Y. .. 
Gloucester Hussars 


950 
909 
as; 

:g 

a64 
as© 

•49 
941 
257 


Glasgow 

Dorset 

Ayrshire 

West Kent 
Staffordshire Yeomanry 

Glasgow I.Y 

West Kent Yeomanry.. 
Ayrshire I. Y. 
West Kent I.Y. 
Glamorgan I.Y. 
Middlesex I. Y. 


Gloucesttf 

Glasgow 

Dorset, end team ... 
Staffordshire 
Gloncesterihire Yeomanry 

Worcester 

Worcester 

Worcester Yeomanry . . 
SuffordLY. .. .. 

Worcester I. Y 

Gloucester I. Y 

Sussex I.Y 


«4« 

949 

990 
•39 

•35 

•44 
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RECORD OF THE INTER-REGIMENTAL HYTHE CUP FOR YEOMANRY 
(ContiDoed from Vol I.) 



Date. 


Challenge Cup 
and First Prise. 


Score 


Second Prize. 


Score 

636 
6zi 
606 

673 
^I 
666 

S 


Third Prize. 


Score 


1894 

•s 

1899 

Z900 
Z90X 

1909 

1903 
1904 
I90S 


Aynhiie . . 

Ayrshire I. Y 

Ayrshire 

NotfirtdM 

Dorset 

Staffordshire 
Worcestershfa'e I. Y. . . 
, Ayrshire I. Y 

Ayrshire Yeomanry . . 

Hertford I. Y 

Middlesex LY 

. Deobigeshire I.Y. .. 


728 
686 

7»3 


Dorset 

Royal North Devon I. Y. 

Dorset 

Noifirtdfor 

Stafford 

Loyal Suffolk Hussars.. 
Sherwood Rangers 
Nottingham Sherwood 
Rangers 

Ayrshire I. Y 

Worcestershire I. Y. .. 
Middlesex I. Y. 


Royal Gloucester Hussars 
Devon I.Y., zst team 

Bast Kent 

mtfirtdfar 

East Kent 

Worcestershire Yeomanry 

Ayrshire 

Dorset I.Y 

Chester I. Y 

Herts. I.Y 

Chester I. Y 


670 

673 
655 

691 
707 
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ROLL OF YEOMEN WHO HAVE SERVED OF LATE YEARS IN THE 
DORSET YEOMANRY. 



'A" OS DORCHCBTER TROOP. 



Yetf of 

Joining. 

1894 



1895 



1896 
189; 



98 



1899 



1900 



E. 
H. 



Nunc. 
Bantead. H. J. 
Jesty, B. A. 
Lock, M. C 
YouDg, R. R 
Ford, R. G. 
Gee, H. 
Higgins, T. R. 
Hull W. S. 
Porter, J. 
Vincent, £. C 
Vincent, H. F 
West, A. 
Wood, W. J. 
Greening, H. J. 
Brown, W. M. 
Burbridge C. T. 
Dunning, H. F. 
Farthing, W. T. 
Guppy, W. A. 
Pope, E. A. 
Reid, R. A. G. 
Tower, W. C. C. 
Wright, F. S. 
Andrews, E. G. 
Boatswain, J. H.' 
CoUins, E. A. 
Edwards, P. H. 
Courage, W. L. 
Christopher, H. J. 
Young, T. R. 
Young, C, E. 
Baugh, J. T. 
Draper, R. J. 
Farthing, A. J. 
Laver, J. 
Morgan, F. J. 
Meech, G^ B. 
Reynolds, F. 
Thompson, H. 



Year of 

joining. 

I90I 



1903 



Name. 

Bamicoat, J. 

Clarke, R. 

Cocker am, W. 

Daubney, T. A. B. 

Froom, A. J. 

Hansfoxd, G. 

Hooper, R. J. 

Harvey, J. 

KelUway, T. 

Laver, C. J. 

Marsh. J. J. 

Northover, E. 

Powell, C. 

Roberts, C. E. 

Tett, W. 

Ashford, T. 

Barrett, P. F, 
Bugler, C. C. 
Bartlett, C. A. 
Bell. A. R. A. 
Crocker, W. H. 
Chilcott, J. 
CUrke, G. J. 
Comick, F. S« 
Cripwell, W. 
Daubney, A. J. 
Dyson, W. E. 
Dodson, W. 
EUiott, G. 
Fowell, R. 
Fowler, A. 
Gillingha 
Godden, J. 
Gerraid, J. 
Groves, A. 
Hoddinott, 
Hayne, H. 
Hewlett, H. 
Herridge, W. 



. H. 
R. 
, T. S* 



F. 
J. 
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' A " OR Dorchester T^oo^-^ontinued. 



Year of 




Year of 




Joining. 


Name. 


Joining. 


Name. 


1902 


Kemp, C. A. 


1902 


Pitman, A. A. 




Kingston, E. C. 




Pooss. A. H. 




Kendall, H. 




Paul], E. 




Mitchell H. J. 




Richards, T. H. 




MeUish. F. G. 




Stevens, R. J. 




Marsh, H. T. 




Shepard, A. 




Martin, W. H. 




Spurle. T. 




Mogg. W. 




Stribling, A. H. 




Northover, W. 




Scriven, — 



Squadron. 



Year of 




Year of 


Joining. 


Name. 


Joining. Name. 


1902 


Wright, S G. 


1904 Bennett, R. C 




WiUiams, G. 


Budden, W. 




Willmott, B. J. 


Boatswain, C. 




ZeaUcy, W. J. 


Brown, W. 


1903 


Barrett, H. 


Bowditch, F. H. 




Bescnt, C J. 


Cooper, E. E. 




Bartlett, E. A. 


ChiUs. W. T. 




Bryan. W. G. 


Hannam, T. G. 




Brain, E. S. 


Harding, L. W. 




Broad, F. E. 


Hammett, W. 




Colmer, R. A. 


Hawkins, L. 




Dymond. W. M. 


House, G. 




Eflcry, G. E. 


Lee, F. C. 




Holloway, C. J. 


Lee, W. 




Hann, C E. 


Lenthall, J. H. S. 




House, A. 


Love. J. 




Jenkins, W. 


Marsh, F. C. 




King, W. H. 


Newbcombe. C. S. 




Manning, J. A. 


Yeates, H. 




Marshall, R. G. 


1905 Bartiett, H. T. 




Mortimer, C. P. 


Colmer, C. A. 




Mintem, M. J. 


Churchouse, A, 




Nobbs, J. 


Cousins, P. J. 




Pickford, E. 


Daniels, R. 




Pitman, A. E. S. 


Froom. W. H. 




Percy, M. C 


Fooks, F. T. W. 




Rogers, S. 


Fooks, T. R. 




Taverner, G. 


Gamett, J. 




Spurle, T. A. 


HaUett, V. 




Way, E. T. 


JoUiffe, S. G. 




Weeks. J. W. 


Saint, D. J. 


1904 


Barnes, S. 


Scriven, J. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 84 



Records of the Dorset Yeomanry. 

APPENDIX Q^cMiimtsd, 



'B" OR Melbury Troop. 



Yewrof 




Year of 




Jobing. 


NaoM. 


Joining. 


Name 


1894 


Gillincham, R. 


1899 


Webb. L. B. 




Lcc. W. 




Wrixon, S. H. 




WUlmott, J. 


1900 


Chnrchill, 


1895 


Davy. W. C, 




Dammen, G. M. 


1896 


Beater, C. 




Davy, F. 


189; 


Cock. J. H. 




Honey, S. 




Dawe, J. 




HounseU. J. M. 




Hansfoid. H. F. 




Legg. J 




Lcgg. A. T. 




Marsh, G, R. 




Pile, J. F. 




Marsh, A. J. 




Smith, W. a 




Nantes, G. D. 




Stevens, P. J. A. 




Stadley, G. R. 


1898 


Brant. A. 




Stevens, H. D. G. 




HinchcUffe, U 




Trump, W, 




Lovell, C W. 




Yeates, S. H. 




WiUmott, W. C. 




Yeates, J. F. 


1899 


Bowditcb, R. B. 







D'* OR Sherborne Troop. 



Year of 




Year of 




Joining. 


Name. 


Joining. 


Name. 


1894 


Han. W. G. R 


1898 


Thorne^ A. 




Payne, R. J. 




Vincent. J. 




Willis, J. 




Whittle. A. H. 




Young. C. E. 




White, H. M. 


1895 


Andrews. J. 


1899 


Lamb, W. R. 




CoUis, M. F. 




SawteU J. W. 




Gould, A. G. 




Shipp. S. R 




Harris, E. G. A. 




Stone, T. 




JoDiffe, J. 


1900 


Andrews, G. 




Lemon. R. R. 




Bown. E. C. L. 




Perham, J. H. 




Curtis. B. W. 




Pctter, E. W. 




Collis.J. 




Seymour, F. W. 




Coaker, C 


1896 


Denner, L. T. M 




Davy. H. 




Hodder. £. G. 




Dredge, W. 


189; 


Feltham. H. S. H. 




Ford, W. T. 




Jeans, J. J. 




GouU. G. H. 




Salisbury, T. I. G. 




HeUyar. R. 


1898 


Brake, J, S. 




Legg, W. J. 




Boatswain, H. 




Morrish, M, R. 




Dampney, G. F. 




Osborn. B. 




Diment, J. T. 




Perham, F. 




HeDyar. S, J, 




Shutter. H. F. 




Hole. G. W. H. 




Vincent, T. E. 




Kendall. J. H. 




Willis, A. B. 




Scutt, C. V. 




Whittle, C. T. 
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' C " OR Blackmore Vale Troop. 



Year of 




Year of 




Joining. 


Name. 


Joining. 


Name. 


1894 


Boniadaile, E. G. 


1897 


Mogg, W. 




Godwin, E. C. 




Woodford, C. 




GouW, J. G. 


1898 


Fouracre, R. 




Walton. D. B. 




Rossiter, J. M. 


1895 


Barnes, R. 


1899 


Pickfoid, W. 


1896 


Harris. C. H. G. 




Ricketts, F. J. 
Stevens, S. C. 




Benja&eld, N. 






Hunt, E. T. 




Treasure, P. A. 




New, & C 




Young, W. F. 



Year of 

Joining. 

I90I 



I90I 



1903 



' B " Squadron. 



Name. 
Bown, E. 
Dennis, S F. 
Eyres, J. 
Gillain, A. 
Harris, W. G. 
James, W. R. 
KendaU A. J. 
Moore, S. 
Masters, J. 
Newport, C. 
Norris, S. 
Powell, W* D. 
Payne. E. W. 
Rogers. W. 
Thome, A. J. 
Trowbridge, J. 
Wilson, S. J 
Andrews, H 
Barnes, R. 
Barnes, H. 
Brice, G. F. 
Butler, H. 
Bartlett, J. 
Banbury, E. T. 
Baker, E. 
Bird, H. J. 
Cooper, C. J. 
Dibben, W. 
Finlay, J. H. 
Francis, Hi P. 
Greenslade, C. 
Gibbs, W. M. 



G. 



Year of 

joining. 

1903 



1903 



Name. 
Grant, A. R. 
Hiscock, G. E. 
Hunt, C. G. 
Hann. H. 
Harris, A. 
Inkpen, R. W. 
James, E. 
Keates, J. 
Lush, T. H. 
Loder, M. 
Mitchell, H. S. 
Pike, H. R. 
Rowland, J. R. 
Rose, H. 
Spiller, H. C; 
Wilson. R. R. 
Wright, R. W. 
Walton, A. T. 
Young, J. 
Atkins, E. 
Brown, E. 
Brake, S. A« 
Conway, H. W. 
Garrett, C. 
Habersham, W. 
Harris, B. 
Harding, W. L. 
Ricketts, P. E. 
Richards, C. N. 
Tabor, S. J. 
Wallbridge, B. S. 
Wood, K. R. 
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" B " Squadron— ftf«/«if««/. 


Year of 




Year of 


Joining. 


Name. 


JoiQing. Name. 


1903 


Warren, A. 


Bird, J. 


1904 


Adams. L. W. 


Burgess, G. 




Bird, G. L. 


Banbury, F. 




Bastable, J. R. S. 


Curtis, R. H. 




Bunn, C. W. 


Cross. H. A. 




Barge, H. W. 


Downs, L. A. . 




Courtney, A. E. 


Durrant, L. F. 




Christopher, A. L. 


Dicker. G. 




CoUingt, A. 


Fouracre, F. 




Denning, W. E. 
Drew, F. A. 


Fisher, L. B. 




GouU, W. S. 




Good, R. S. 


Hunt. H. G. 




HoUoway. H. H. 


Harris. E. L. 




Hannam, T. 


HeUyar, G. W. 




Hunt, S. J. 


Hunt, J. C. 




Hunt. V. C. 


Hiscock. C. R. 




James, A. W. 


Jesse, R. J. 
Large, C. B. 
Littleworth, A. 




James. A. J. S. 




Lear. W. T. 




Moore. F. 


Meader, E. A. 




Miner, H. A. 


Masters, J. J. 




Otton, H. J. 






Pullen, C. 


PhiUips. P. G. 






Stokes. R. 




Vowles, C. J. 


Stokes, R. A. 




Wadds, F. R. 


Shute, H. J. 




Warren, F. 






Yeatman, H. T. 


Tulk, H. 


1905 


Brown, A. J. 


Wastfieki, R. W. 




Bartlett, J. 


Watts, A. 




Bugg. P. J. 





OS Blandford Troop. 



Year of 




Year of 




Joining. 


Name. 


Joining. 


Name. 


1894 


Norman, S. J. 


189; 


Pond, S. F. 




Spiller, T. R. 




Tory. P. C. 




Warren. F. G. 




Walters, F. 


189s 


Butler, R. 


1898 


Cave, E. W. M. 




Hopkins, H. R. 




Foot, S. A. 




Harris. W. F. 




Genge, W. E« 


1896 


England, H. H. 


1899 


MaUett, W. S. 




Rossiter, R. 




PbiUips, A. J. 
Drake, H. A. 


189; 


MitcheU, J. C. 


1900 
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*' F " OR WiMBORNE TROOP. 




Year of 
Joining. 

1894 
1895 


Name. 
Brown, B. H. 
Mead. H. 


Year of 
Joining. 

189; 


Name. 
Brixey, A. C. 
Hibbcrd. H. C. 




Smith, T. A. 




Luscombe, E. W. J 




Whittle, A. E. 




Lush, G. W. 


1896 


Baoten, L. 
Dominy, R. G. 
Hancock, R. R. 


1898 
1899 


Vye, H. 
Parker, A. C. 
Lodder, A. T. 




Hibberd, G. D. 


1900 


Browne, A. 




Lawford, T. 




Bartlett, F. T. 




Mitchell, A. F. 




Friend, F.M. 


1897 


Richards. I. 
Budden, A. B. 




Sprake, J. F. 





"C" Squadron. 




Year of 




Year of 




Joining. 


Name. 


Joining. 


Name. 


1 901 


Abbott, A. 


1903 


Cutler, F. 




Antell, H. J. 




CoUins, C. V. 




Adlcm. T. 




Cluett, F. 




Blackwell. C. H. 




Davis, W. 




Brown, F. 




Dunn. G. E. 




Carter, T. 




Devoy, J. 




Cluett, M. G. 




Elcock, R. 




Crocker, S. 




Hardiman, H. G. 




Dunnett, H. 




Handford, H. 




Flacke, A. E. 




Haines, P. H. 




Hardy, J. 




Hannam, R. H. 




Horsey, H. 




Higgs, J. 




James, F. 




Knight, P. 




Jackson, C. E. 




Lucas, H. 




Miller, A. 




Luckham. A. E. 




Meatyard, W. E. 




Maidment, W. 




Marshall, T. F. 




Martin, J. 




Richards, W. H. 




Purchase, G. 




Sharpc, E. C. 




Riglcr, A. H. 




Skinner, J. 




Richards, T. H. 




Tory. M. N. 




Snook, F. 




Tuffin, G. H. 




Sims, R. W. H. 




Woolfrey. A. J. 


19OJ 


Tarrant, A. N. 


1903 


Austen, M. 




Tayter, A. E. 




Adams, A. 




Turner, L. W. F. 




Adams, L. 




Tilsed, J. F. 




Andrews, J. W. 




White, J. 




Bartlett, F. T. 


1903 


Atkinson, C. W. P. 




Budden, W. 




Baggs, N. G. 



N 
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"C" Squadron— ^iwi/Miw^. 




Y«vor 




Y«rof 




Joining. 


Name. 


Joining. 


Name. 


1903 


Baker, W. H. R. 




Shearing. T. 
Smith, E. C. 




Burbridge, J. 






BarUett, W. G. 




Tubbs, R. C. 




Eikins, W. 




Young, W. W. 




ElUott, F. E. 


1905 


Ahier, R. J. 




Gatehouse, G. E. 




Brown, H. 




Lockyer, E. C. 




Coleman, J. 




Marsh, W. G. E. 




Drake, P. H. 




Nuttman, S. F. 




Everett, N. F. 




Wicks, G. V. 




Hall C. 




Wilkins, S. 




Hayter, A. 


1904 


Bigwood, F. W. J. 




Haslttck, S. V. 




Cave, C. H. 




James, W. J. 




Churchill, E. L. 




Lockyer, N. 




Fox, A, 




Mitcham, S. J. 




Hopkins, C. H. 




Rose, J. 




Loader, F. G. 




Street, W. 




Lockyer, H. 




Savage, M. 




Rathbone, R. 




Tubbs, R. G. 




Rowland, R. 




Walters, P. 




Ross, E. W. H. 




Waters, G. W. 




Small, H. 




WcUs, J. 
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APPENDIX H. PART L 



ROLL OF YEOMEN 
WHO HAVE BEEN AWARDED THE LONG SERVICE MEDAL, 1905. 



" A " Squadron. 

Squadron Sergeant -Major J. Perham. 
Squadron Quartermaster-Sergeant J. Guppy. 
Sergeant W. Hammond. 
Lance-Sergeant A. J. Burch. 



" B " Squadron. 

Regimental Quartermaster-Sergeant H. Stacey. 
Squadron Sergeant-Major A. J. Stacey. 
Squadron Quartermaster-Sergeant J. Ryall. 
Sergeant H. Willis. 
Sergeant E. Hunt. 
Sergeant G. White. 
Sergeant W. Mogg. 
Corporal C. Young. 



•* C " Squadron. 

Squadron Quartermaster-Sergeant W. C. Bartlett. 

Squadron Sergeant-Major Atkins. 

Sergeant Dugdale. 

Honorary Sergeant-Major Slopcr, 

Trooper J. A. Brown, 
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APPENDIX K. PART I. 

(Re-Oeganization, 1901) 

ROYAL WARRANT. 

Re-organization and Training of the Yeomanry. 

EDWARD R. 

Whereas We deem it expedient to amend the regulations governing 
Our Yeomanry Cavalry ; 

Our Will and Pleasure is that the regulations attached to the 
Warrant of Our late Royal Mother, dated the 14th January, 1898, shall be 
amended in accordance with the following provisions : — 

1. The title of the force shall in future be "The Imperial Yeomanry." 

2. The existing brigade organisation shall be abolished and the force 
shall in future be organised in regiments of four squadrons, with a 
regimental staff and a machine-gun section. The establishment of all 
ranks in each regiment shall be as shown in Appendix A. (infra ) 

3. Should a regiment after a reasonable period has elapsed from its 
formation or increase of establishment fall for two consecutive years 
below 420 efficient enrolled members, or a squadron below 100, or should 
either fail to reach these numbers, it shall be liable to be disbanded. 

4. Subject to such regulations as regards leave, and to such other 
exceptions as may be laid down by Our Secretary of State, officers and 
yeomen shall be classed as efficient who are serving on the ist October in 
each year and have during the previous 12 months — 

(i.) attended at annual training in camp for a period of not less than 
14 complete days, exclusive of the days of marching to and from the 
place of encampment ; and 
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(ii.) performed (in the case of officers and yeomen other than bandsmen, 
orderly-room clerks, and artificers) the number of drills prescribed by 
paragraph 124, Yeomanry Regulations, except that, at the discretion of 
the commanding officer, dismounted may be substituted for mounted 
drills ; and 

(iii.) completed (in the case of squadron officers and yeomen, subject 
to the exemptions laid down in paragraph 15, Musketry regulations), the 
prescribed course of musketry drills and practice, and passed into the 
second class. 

The number of bandsmen exempted from drills under section (ii.) of 
this Article shall not exceed 4 for each squadron. 

5. For the period in each year during which their regiments are 
assembled for annual training, officers who are actually present for the 
whole period of annual training shall (subject to such regulations as may 
be laid down by Our Secretary of State) be entitled to pay and allowance 
at the following daily rates ; the rates of pay shall be in lieu of those laid 
down in paragraph 177 of the Yeomanry Regulations : — 





Pay 




Allowance 




;^T 


d. 


;^7 d. 


Lieut-colonel 


... I I 


6 


... 10 


Major, second in command 


... 16 





... 10 


Captain 


... 13 





... 10 


Lieutenant 


... 7 


8 


... 10 


Second lieutenant 


... 6 


8 


... 10 


Medical officer 


... IS 





... 10 


Veterinary officer 


... 13 


8 


... 10 


Quarter-master 


... 10 


6 


... 10 



6. The allowance prescribed in Article 5 shall be given for the period 
and under the conditions therein laid down, and also for one day to cover 
the period of marching to and from camp ; it shall include the allowance 
hitherto granted under paragraph 223 of the Yeomanry Regulations, but 
not the sdlowances to the commanding officer, and officers commanding 
squadrons, under paragraphs 220 and 221, which shall be granted as 
heretofore. The adjutant shall receive the allowance of los. a day for the 
same period in lieu of field allowance, and of additional forage allowance 
under paragraph 204 of the Yeomanry Regulations. 
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lO 


6 


9 


6 


8 


lO 


8 


a 


7 
5 
5 


6 
8 
6 
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7. For the period and under the conditions laid down in Article 5, 
yeomen shall receive pay at the following consolidated daily rates, which 
include ration allowance, in lieu of the rate laid down in paragraph 185 
of the Yeomanry Regulations : — 

A non-commissioned officer acting as quarter-master ... 

Regimental serjeant-major 

Regimental quarter-master serjeant, squadron serjeant- 
major or squadron quarter-master-serjeant 

Setjeant .. 

Corporal ... 

Trumpeter 

Private 

8. Dismounted men, in addition to those provided for in the establish- 
ment, shall be allowed in the proportions specified in paragraph 7 of the 
Yeomanry Regulations, except that for 100 or more yeomen present, 10 
dismounted men shall be allowed. They shall be paid during annual 
training at the rates laid down in Article 7 of this Warrant according to 
rank. 

9. To meet the cost of travelling to the place of assembly for annual 
training, marching pay as laid down in paragraphs 191 to 193 of the 
Yeomanry Regulations shall be granted to all ranks. The journey from 
thence to the place of encampment shall be made under district route and 
the expenses defrayed from army funds. 

10. The pay and allowances of a non-commissioned officer on the 
permanent Staff shall be made up during annual training and on marching 
days to the rates laid down in Article 7 of this Warrant. 

11. Pay at half the rates laid down in Articles 5 and 7 of this Warrant 
in lieu of the rates laid down in paragraph 195 of the Yeomanry Regula- 
tions, and in the case of officers the full allowance of los. a day, shall be 
allowed for every officer and yeomen for each of two days on which they 
perform squadron drills under the conditions prescribed by paragraph 1 24 
of the Yeomanry Regulations, provided that not less than two-thirds of 
the enrolled strength of each squadron for which pay is claimed (exclusive 
of men excused squadron drill under Article 4 (ii.) of this Warrant) attend 
such drills. 
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Pay and allowance at the same rate shall be allowed when a regiment 
is assembled under paragraph 125 of the Yeomanry Regulations on the 
two days immediately preceding annual training, for every officer and 
yeoman (including dismounted men) present for drill or duty on those 
days. 

12. Forage allowance at is. 6d. a day shall be paid to the regiment for 
every day of annual training, and for each of the two days on which half- 
pay is allowed under Article 1 1 of this Warrant for every mounted yeoman 
and for the non-commissioned officers of the permanent staff, who may be 
present at such annual training or drills. Forage allowance for one day 
shall also be paid for every mounted yeoman and non-commissioned officer 
of the permanent staff attending annual training in respect of the period 
of marching to and from camp. 

13. Horse allowance of j£s shall be allowed for every mounted officer 
and mounted yeoman and for the non-commissioned officers of the 
permanent staff, attending annual training for the full prescribed period, if 
not provided with Government horses. 

14. For the days of actual attendance of musketry practice, not exceed- 
ing three in each year, squadron officers and yeomen shall receive pay at 
the daily rate of 3s., in lieu of the pay provided by paragraph 197 of the 
Yeomanry Regulations. 

15. An allowance in aid of travelling not exceeding 6s. per annum shall 
be given for every efficient officer and yeoman whose musketry cannot be 
carried out within 2 miles of the head-quarters of his squadron, and for 
members of the regimental and permanent staff who necessarily attend the 
range, under regulations to be laid down by Our Secretary of State. 

16. For the purposes mentioned in paragraph 234 of the Yeomanry 
Regulations an annual allowance shall be granted at one of the following 
rates : — 

(a,) For each officer and yeoman who fulfils all the conditions of 
efficiency required of him by Article 4 of this Warrant, and for each 
member of the permanent staff, £$» 

(d.) For each officer and yeoman, otherwise efficient, who, not being 
exempted from any of the conditions laid down by Article 4, fails to fulfil 
those specified either in section (i.) or section (ii.) of that Article, £2, 
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(^.) For each officer and yeoman, otherwise efficient, who, being 
exempted from none, or from one only, of the conditions laid down in the 
sections of Article 4, fulfils those specified in one of the sections, £1. 

Yeomen exempted from the conditions of efficiency laid down both in 
section (ii.) and section (iii.) of Article 4 shall earn no grant, unless they 
fulfil the conditions of section (i.). 

17. A special equipment grant of ^^5 shall be made to corps for one 
year in lieu of the allowances provided in Article 16 of this Warrant, in 
respect of— 

(i.) All yeomen enrolled for any newly raised corps. 

(3.) Any men enrolled in existing corps in excess of present strength, to 
raise such corps to the new establishment 

18. Except as provided herein no leave shall be allowed, nor shall any 
pay, allowances, or grants be admitted for officers or yeomen who have not 
complied with the conditions prescribed in respect of such pay, allow- 
ances, or grants, unless the general officer commanding is of opinion, in 
very exceptional circumstances, that an exemption from any of the condi- 
tions is justified. 

19. An allowance of ;^2o per annum shall be allowed to each squadron 
for the provision of a store room. When only one squadron is quartered 
at the regimental head-quarters, this allowance shall be increased for that 
squadron to jCzo, 

20. The expression ** yeoman " herein shall be held to include all ranks 
below that of officer, except a non-commissioned officer on the permanent 
staff. 

31. The foregoing provisions shall not in any manner affect the officers 
and soldiers now serving under Army commissions, or on Army attesta- 
tions, in Our Corps of Imperial Yeomanry formed by the Warrant of Our 
late Koyal Mother, dated 24th December, 1899. 

It is Our further Will and Pleasure that so much of Articles 
199 and 754 of the Warrant of Our late Royal Mother, dated 26th October, 
1900, as relates to the pay of an adjutant and of a squadron serjeant-major 
serving on the permanent staff of Yeomanry Cavalry shall be cancelled, 
and that the pay of an adjutant and of a squadron serjeant-major serving 
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on the permanent staff of Our Imperial Yeomanry shall from the date of 
this Our Warrant be the same as that of an adjutant and of a squadron 
serjeant-major, respectively, of Our Cavalry of the Line. 

It is Our further Will and Plbasure that after the 31st October, 
1 90 1, all corps of Our Volunteer Light Horse, and Volunteer companies 
of Mounted Infantry, shall be disbanded, or merged into squadrons of 
Our Imperial Yeomanry. 

Given at Our Court of St. James's, this 15th day of 
April, 1 90 T, in the ist year of Our Reign. 

By His Majesty's Command, 

St. JOHN BRODRICK. 

APPENDIX A REFERRED TO IN ABOVE. 



1 

1 Personnel. 

1 


Horses. 






M 




















C^ 




















^m 






V 














9 ^ 






.•3 












^ 




i 


H 


1 


• 

1 


1 


^ 


1 


Headquarters 


7 


7 


— 


— 


35 


39 


23 


8 


31 


4 Service Squadrons 


20 


28 


34 


8 


460 


540 


508 


24 


53a 


Details left at Peace Headquarters 


— 


I 


— 


— 


16 


1; 


— 


— 


— 


Total 


27 


36 


24 


8 


501 


596 


531 


3* 


563 
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APPENDIX L, PART I. 



PERMANENT STAFF N.C.O/s. 
WHO HAVE JOINED THE DORSET YEOMANRY SINCE 1893. 



Rank aod Name. 


Regiment 


Date of Appointment. 


S.S M. Gordon, V. L. 


1 6th Lancers 


aa-3-'94 


Pyc, E. J. 




25-4-'94 


Townsend, J. 


2 1 St Lancers 


i-9-'96 


Reading, S.N. 


3rd Dragoon Guards 


i-i-'99 


Beaty, G. W. 


I St Royal Dragoons 


I i-5-'oi 


McEBigott, J. 


3nd Dragoons 


4-2-'03 


Prime, H. 


17th Lancers 


3-3-'02 


CobU J. R. 


7th Dragoon Guards 


23-1 1-'03 


Beck. A. D. 


9th Lancers 


2-I-'05 
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APPENDIX A. PART 11. 

COLONEL GOODDEN'S APPEAL TO THE YEOMANRY. 

"To THE Officers, Non-commissioned Officers and Troopers 
OF the Dorset (Queen's Own) Yeomanry. 

" An appeal is being made to the Country at large on behalf of the 
Wives and Families of our Soldiers, who are now so bravely serving 
their Country in South Africa. ^ 

"We, as members of our army for home defence, cannot render 
personal service with our comrades abroad ; it is therefore right that 
we should do all we can to alleviate the great suffering caused in so 
many families throughout the kingdom by the temporary absence, and 
in many cases the total loss, of the bread winner. 

" To meet such cases a fund has been opened at the Mansion House 
to which the nation is asked to subscribe. That branch to which our 
subscriptions would be specially devoted is " The Soldiers' and Sailors' 
Families Association," which besides helping the families of those 
on the strength and reservists, also assists those not on the strength, 
whose needs and wants far exceed those of either of the former. 

" Her Majesty The Queen is Patron, and H.R.H. The Princess of 
Wales the President of this Association. 

" I feel confident that I shall not appeal in vain to any member of 
my regiment, to give liberally, according to his means, to this good 
cause. 

" Subscriptions (which may be sent to the Adjutant direct, at Head 
Quarters, Weymouth, or through the Quartermasters of Troops) should 
be sent in early, so that the Regimental Contribution may be forwarded 
without delay. 

(Signed), 

" JOHN R. P. GOODDEN. COLONEL, 
" Commanding The Dorset (Queen's Own) Yeomanry, 
*^ November^ 1899." 
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RUDYARD KIPLING'S POEM. 

Issued with Colonel Goodden*s Appeal to the Yeomanry. 



w 



THE ABSENT-MINDED BEGGAR. 

HEN you've shouted " Rttl« Briunnia "— when you've tung "God Save the Queen "-> 
When you've finbhed killing Kniger with your mouth— 
kiodl 



Will you kindly dro^ a shilling in mv little tambourine 
For a aentlemen la khaki ordered South? 
He's an aheent-mlnded beggar and his weaknesses are great— 

But we and Paul must take him as we 6nd him— 
He b out on active service wiping something off a slate— 
And he's left a lot of little thmgs behind him I 

Duke's ton — cook's son, son of a hundred kings — 

{Fifty thousand horse and foot going to Table Bay 1 ) 
Each of 'em doing his country's work (and who's to look after their things f ) 
Pass the hat for your credit's sake, and pay— pay— pay. 

There are girb he married secret, asking no permission to, 

For he knew he wouldn't get it if be did. 
There b gas and coak and vittles. and the houKe*rent falling due. 

And It's more than rather likely there's a kid. 
There are girb he walked with casual, they'll be sorry now he's gone, 

For an absent-minded beggar they will find htm, ^ 
But it ain't the time for sermons with the winter coming on— 

We most help the girl that Tommy's left behind him. 

Cook' ton— Duke's son— son of a belted Earl- 
Son of a Lambeth publican— it's all the same to-day I 



Each of 'em doing hb country's work (and who's to look after the girl ?) 
I the hat Tor your credit's sake, and pay-'pay— pay. 



Pass t 



There are families by thousands, far too proud to beg or speak— 

And they'll put their sticks and bedding up the spout, 
And they'll live on half o* nothing paid 'em punctual once a week, 

'Cause the man that earned the wage b ordered out. 
He's an absent-minded beggar, but he beard hb country call. 

And hb regiment didiTt need to send to find him ; 
He chucked his Job and joined it — so the Job before us all 

Is to help the home that Tommy's left behind him 1 

Duke's Job— cook's job— gardener, baronet, groom- 
Mews or palace or paper-shop— there's some one gone away ! 

Each of 'em ooing hb country's work (and who's to look after the room?) 
Pass the hat for jrour credit's sake, and pay ! pay I pay I 

Let us manage so as later we can look him in the face, 

And tell him— what he'd very much prefer- 
That, while he saved the Empire his employer saved hb place. 

And hb mates fthat's you and me) looked out for her. 
He's an absent-minaed beggar, and he may ferset it all. 

But we do not want his kiddies to remind him. 
That we sent 'em to the workhouse while their daddy hammered Paul, 

So we'll help the homes our Tommy's left behind him ! 

Cook's home — Duke's home— home of a millionaire, 

(Fifty thousand horse and foot going to Table Bay I ) 

Each of em doing hb country's wotk (and what have you got to spare?) 
Pass the hat tor your credit's sake, and— pay I pay 1 pay ! 

RUDYARD KIPLING. 

CtPyrigkt: PrinUd hy ptrmiuhn #/ the " Daily MaiV* Puhlishint Cem^ny, 
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APPENDIX A. PART II. 



EQUIPPING DORSET YEOMANRY AND 
VOLUNTEERS FOR THE WAR. 



Influential County Meeting at Dorchester. 



APPEAL TO THE COUNTY. 



Patriotic and Generous Response. 
Proposed Increase of the Volunteer Force. 



From the Dorset County Chronicle^ of January 4th, 1900. 



The opening day of the year 1900 inaugurated a vigorous 
effort by the nobility and gentry of Dorset to equip the con- 
tingents of Imperial Yeomanry and Rifle Volunteers required 
from the county for immediate service in South Africa A 
county meeting was called in the Com Exchange at 2.30 by the 
Earl of Ilchester, in virtue of his office of Lord- Lieutenant of 
Dorset. The numbers of influential and wealthy inhabitants 
who responded to the call, the patriotic spirit of the speeches, 
and the many generous offers received, all combined to show 
the general determination felt that, in the nation's hour of need, 
stout little Dorset should not be found wanting. Hearty 
applause greeted Lord Ilchester as he took the chair. He was 
supported on the platform by the High Sheriff of the County 
(Mr. W. Colfox, Bridport), Lord Stalbridge (Vice-Chairman of 
the Dorset County Council, and formerly the Colonel command- 
ing the Dorset Yeomanry), Lord Digby, Lord Wimbome, three 
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out of the four county members —namely, Lieut.-Colonel W. E. 
Brymer, M.P., Q.O.Y.C., Colonel R.Williams, M.P. (Command- 
ing I St V.B.D.R.), and the Hon. Humphry Sturt, M.P.— the 
Archdeacon of Dorset (the Ven. F. B. Sowter), Colonel J. R. P. 
Goodden (commanding Q.O.Y.C.), Captain Sir Elliott Lees, 
Bart., M.P., and Captain Percy Browne, Q.O.Y.C., Mr. J. C. 
Mansel-Pleydell, and Mr. E. Archdall Ffooks (Clerk to the 
Lieutenancy). The hall was well filled, the large and repre- 
sentative attendance including the following ; — Colonel the Hon. 
E. Digby (Buckshaw), Captain Cartwright (Cranborne), Hon. 
Ivor Guest, Hon. C. B. Portman (Childe Okeford), Mr. C. E. 
Parke (Henbury), Commander the Hon. Gerald Digby (Upceme), 
Mr. George Digby (Chalmington), Captain Steward (Notting- 
ton). Rev. J. R. W. and Mrs. Stafford (Martinstown), Captain 
J. Gundry (Bridport), General Beadon (Wimbome), Mr. F. 
Lascelles (Sutton Waldron), Mr. T. W. Dampier Bide (Ceme 
Abbas), Captain Kindersley (Puddletown), Mr. G. Troyte Chafyn 
Grove (North Coker), Major Wheatley, ist V.B.D.R. (Poole), 
Captain and Adjutant Ridley, Major Freame (Gillingham), ist 
V.B.D.R., Major G. P. Symes, Captains J. Howard Bowen and 
A. W. Temple, and Lieuts. H. J. Till and R. Lano, ist D.V.A. 
(S.D.R.A.), General Truell, C.B. (Wimbome), Mr. G. H. Gordon 
(Sherborne), Mr. O. C. Farrer (Binnegar Hall, Wareham), Rev. 
Canon Ravenhill (Buckland Newton), Rev. R. Hill (Dorchester), 
Rev. E. W. Goodden (Nether Compton), Colonel J. D. Mansel 
(Longthoms), Rev. O. M. Ridley (Charminster), Captain Carr 
Glyn (Woodleaze), General Glyn (Uddens), Mr. H.B. Middleton 
(Chairman of Quarter Sessions) and Mrs. Middleton (Bradford 
Peverell), Colonel C. P. Egerton (Commandant 39th Regimental 
District), Mrs. Egerton, and Miss Smith (Tenantrees), Captain 
Bragge (Sadborow), Colonel BuUen (Catherston), Captain A. E. 
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Mansel (Dorchester), Mr. C. E. A. George (Fleet), Mr. J. B. 
Dugdale (Wareham), Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Palairet (Cattistock), 
Mr. G. W. Floyer (West Stafford), Mr. H. Stilwell and Captain 
Stilwell (Steepleton), Mrs. Robert Williams (Bridehead), Mr. 
Douglas Thornton (Birkin House), Mr. W. M. Calcraft (Remp- 
stone), Major M. Scott Williams, Q.O.Y.C. (Woodlands), Capt. 
Pretor (Belfield), Mr. C. Mercer (Weymouth), Colonel Bingham 
(Winchester), Capt. T. A. Colfox, Q.O.Y.C. (Bridport), Mr. J. 
Bragge, Lieut. G. M. Mansell, R.N. (Puncknowle), Lieut.-Col. 
C. M. Churchill (Holmwood), Major H. S. Williams, Lieut. J. 
N.Williams, ist V.B.D.R. (Dorchester), Capt. A. G. Symonds and 
Lieut. H. Lock (Wareham Co. ist V.B.D.R.), Mr. G. Habgood 
(Wimborne), Mr. J. Douglas (Sherborne U.D.C), the Mayor 
(Mr. B. Morris), Town Clerk (Sir R. N. Howard), and Assistant 
Town Clerk of Weymouth (Mr. H. A. Huxtable), Lady Baker 
(Ranston), Mr. G. Wood-Homer (Chairman Dorchester R.D.C.), 
Mr. H. Miller (Melbury Osmond), Mr. J. D. Kent (Corfe), Rev. 
W. Everingham (Dorchester), Mr. John Mayo (Coker's Frome), 
Quartermaster G. Mayo, Q.O.Y.C. (Troytown), Mr. J. Argyle, 
Mr. G. Salisbury (Dorchester), Rev. W. J. Kendle (Woodsford), 
the Mayor of Bridport (Mr. J. C. Palmer), Mr. R. Elcock, C.C. 
(Wimborne), Mr. C. Besent (Tincleton), Mr. H. Hardy (Bock- 
hampton), Mr. F. E. Pope (Bridport), Mr. H. Duke and Mr. E. 
B. Duke (Dorchester), Mr. Claude Smith (West Stafford), Mr. H. 
J. Groves, ist V.B.D.R., and Mr. E. Groves (Weymouth), Mr. 
F. J. Barnes, C.C. (Portland), Mr. G. E.Woodhouse, C.C. (Ansty), 
Mr. J. Blamey and Mr. G. Knight (Bridport), Mr. John Wyatt 
(Sydling), Mr. Elworthy (Alton Pancras), Mr. E. W. Cave and 
Mr. Cave, jun. (Shapwick), Mr. George Symonds (Monkton), 
Rev. W. .C. Barclay (Minterne), Rev. S. E. V. Filleul (Dor- 
chester), Mr. J. R.Studley (Hooke), Sergeant Longman, Q.O.Y.C. 
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(Winfrith), Troopers C. W. Lovell (Upwey) and Roberts, 
Q.O.Y.C. (Chickerell), Mr. J. Hazel (Dorchester). Miss Baker, 
Mr. J. Marvin Lock, Mr. E W. Young, and Mr. E. A Lane 
(Dorchester), Mr. Lean (Wey month), Mr. C. Hawkins (Waddon), 
Rev. C. L. Dundas and Mr. Dundas (Charminster), Mrs. Acland 
(WoUaston, Dorchester), Mr. J. Jacobs (Chaldon Herring), Mr. 

F. Shave (Bere Regis), Mr. F. J. Holland (Dorchester), Mr. 
James Rowe (Weymouth j, Mr. W. Jesty (East Chickerell), Mr. 
C. Bumey (Upwey), Mr. Hussey (Burton Bradstock), Mr. W. H. 
Smith (Stoke Abbott), Mr. J. M. Lush, Mr. C. J. Lott, and Mr. 

G. Mutford (Dorchester), Rev. J. Douglas (Bradford Peverell), 
Corporal J. Dawe, Q.O.Y.C. (Puddletown), Captain Tremayne, 
Mr. S. D. Allen (Dorchester), Rev. H. Girdlestone (Langton 
Herring), Mr. W. J. Kerr, Trooper W. Hammond, Q.O.Y.C. 
(Dorchester), Miss Sansom and Miss Brock (Upwey), Mr. 
Roper, &c. 

Archdeacon Sowter opened the meeting by reading the 
special Collect for the War, followed by the Lord's Prayer. 

Mr. A&CHDALL Ffooks, at Lord Ilchester's request, then umounced the receipt of 
a laige Ottmber of letten from many who were unable to attend the meeting, but 
who expressed warm sympathy with the movement In some cases contributions were 
forwarded or promised. Mr. Ffooks stated that the Mayor of Dorchester had written 
expressing regret at his unavoidable absence and granting the use of the Corn 
Exchange free of charge. Lord Alington was absent through illness. Lord Portman 
also was unable to attend. Lord Normanton was attending a similar meeting else- 
where at the same hour. Letters expressing regret of absence from various causes 
had also been received from Sir Richard Glyn, Bart., General Powlett Lane, Colonel 
Cambridge, Mr. J. K. D. Wingfiekl Digby, M.P., Sir Harold Pelly, Bart, His Honour 
Judge Philbrick, Q.C., Colonel J. D. Mansel, Major J. J. L. McAdam, Captain J. W. 
T. Fyler, Dr. J. Macpherson Lawrie, the Mayors of Poole, Blandford, Wareham, and 
Lyme Regis, and the Chairman of the Portland Urban District Council, the Revs. J. S 
Cope (Chaldon), and H. Smith (Tarrant Hinton), Messrs. £. L. Kindersley, W. A. 
Bankes, E. Stanhope Rodd, J. H. Benyon, G. T. Noel. R. H. Simonds, A. Pope, G. F. 
Pinney, and C. B. Stiby. (Lieut*Cok>nel J. F. Hodges also was prevented from 
attending by a severe cold.) The Mayor of Lyme said that a friend of his 
promised a good pair of binoculars. Colonel W. S. Hcbbert had sent a cheque for £$ 
towards the fund; Mr. F. Morris. ;Cio los. ; Captain Fhipps Hornby, £\o; Mr. 
Cavendish Bentinck, £io; Sir Henry Feto, Bart., £^0; Mr. Bankes (Kingston Lacy), 
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;^5o; Mr. H. C. Hambro, 1^50; and Lord Shaftesbury, ;^xoo. Mr. A. Capper Pass, 
of the Manor House, Charmouth, wrote " I shall have great pleasure in contributing 
;C5oo towards the fund, and I will also give one of my horses to be used as a charger." 
(Loud applause.) There was a letter from Lord Wimborne promising ;^i,ooo. 
(Renewed applause.) 

The Noble Chairman, who was received with hearty applause, said that at this 
crisis in the history of their country he felt that he need make no excuse for summon- 
ing that meeting. (Hear, hear.) He felt certain that Dorsetshire would not wish to 
be behind other counties in trying to help their country in the present hour of need. 
And the way they could do so was by assisting the Government to send additional men 
to South Africa. Mounted men in particular were required, and the volunteers from 
the Yeomanry whom they proposed to send were admirably adapted to the purpose. 
(Applause.) Many of them were men who hunted constantly and were accustomed to 
all sorts of outdoor exercises. In time of need, he might remind them, England expects 
every man to do his duty. (Hear, hear.) He dared say that there were a good many 
present who, like himself, would willingly do active service in South Africa were they 
only able to. Well, it was the duty of those who stayed at home to assist in every 
way in their power those who had volunteered to go out (Hear, hear.) He there- 
fore proposed that they should get up subscriptions both for the Yeomanry and for the 
Volunteers of the county. He thought he had best move a loyal resolution first : — 

" That the action of the Government in calling out the Yeomanry and Volunteers 
for service in South Africa be cordially approved" 

In every action throughout this war they had seen the need of more mounted men to 
act as scouts, and it was now proposed to supply the deficiency. He thought they 
ought to be very pleased that the Government had now taken their present action. He 
called upon Lord Stalbridge to second the motion. (Applause.) 

Lord Stalbridge said he had great pleasure in seconding the resolution, for he 
knew that such a resolution would be carried at thb moment by every meeting in 
England. It contained no political feeling. Those who might differ as to the causes 
of this war woukl have their chances hereafter, and would be perfectly justified in 
taking advantage of them. But whatever views some might have as to the political 
causes which led to the war, he was certain that there were none who were not one 
with them heart and soul in carrying that war to a successful termination. They had all 
very much been critics of the actions of their generals and of the Government during 
this war ; and one criticism which had been freely made, and was now fuUy admitted 
by the Government, was that scouting, which was well called "the eyes of the army," 
should be done by intelligent and useful men. This criticism had been made by them 
sitting at home in their armchairs. They had asked about the various battles "Why 
were our soldiers allowed to be surprised ?" "Why were there not scouts ?" It was 
very easy for them to criticise in this way, but not so easy for the generals out there 
to answer these criticisms. Nor woukl they be answered at the present moment. 
But the Government had admitted that there was some force in that criticism by call- 
ing upon the flower of English country gentlemen and yeomen to come to their aid at 
this moment. (Hear, hear.) Now they in Dorset and other counties had always thought 
the one thing that their Yeomanry coukl do intelligently and well would be to act as 
the eyes and feelers of an army. That had also been felt by the Government, and 
they had invited not only Dorset, but the whole of England, to send them volunteers 
of their ablest and most inteUigent men for this work. They first asked for a small 
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Dumber, about 5,000 ; bot now they asked for 10,000, and woald gladly receive maoy 
more. He woald not say that the last resource of England had been caUed apon. 
That was a lopg way off. But having been so anused to war and to being caUed upon 
for active service, they bad fallen somewhat into a state of relaxation, and were to a 
certain extent unprepared for the very arduous work which they now saw before them. 
Well this was just the moment when a country showed what she was. And now that 
England had been called upon, as she had been daring these last three weeks they 
woukl see, and the worM wouM see, what a country England was. (Applause.) They 
wouM see how she would respond to the call And meetings such as that which had 
been held in every county would undoubtedly show that the spirit of the nation was 
determined to carry victory in the end. They might at the beginning have reverses, 
as they had had, but those reverses had only shown the determination of the country 
to send out more and more men, and do what was obviously their duty, so that victory 
might come in the end, as undoubtedly come it woukL (Hear, hear.) In seconding 
that resolution he felt that he was echoing the voice of everyone present and the voice 
of the whole country, in saying that they woukl do their very utmost to support the 
Government and country in this war. He might allude to one matter in regard to the 
Yeomanry which was personal to himself. Lord Chesharo, who had been chosen to 
command the Imperial Yeomanry, was a nephew of his. (Applause.) Nevertheless, 
he had no hesitation in saying that a better man could not have been chosen. A keen 
soUier, one who got on well with his men, and did what was most wanted — that was 
the kind of man called for. Those volunteers who went out under Lord Chesham 
would folk>w him wherever he led them ; and there was no doubt about his leading 
them where they ought to be. Thus, although Lord Chesham was a relative of his 
own, he did not hesitate to say that he was the right man in the right place, and that 
those who volunteered under him would feel that in their Colonel they had a man upon 
whom they couU thoroughly depend. Not that they would have merely to follow their 
Colonel and other officers. In doing duty as scouts they would have to exercbe in- 
dividual intelligence and self-reliance, and take care of themselves and their horses. 
He felt sure that Dorset, like every other county in England, woukl do her utmost for 
the Government, and he had little doubt that the Dorset men would come back with 
added glory. (Applause.) 

The first motion was then put and carried unanimously. 

Lord WniBORNE then proposed :— 

" That subscriptions be invited for providing the equipment and other needs of the 
Yeomanry who may volunteer for service, and for providing horses where 
required." 

The motion was put into his hands, he believed, because he was an oM Yeomanry 
man. It was a great many years since he served in the regiment, but every year he 
was in it he found how intelligent the Yeomanry were, drawn as they were from the 
best class in the county. They had heard from the Lord-Lieutenant and Lord Stal- 
bridge all the facts excellently put in a nutshell The great need of our army in South 
Africa was for more mounted men. Buller on the east, Methuen on the west, and 
Gatacre in the centre all told the same tale, and called for more mounted men. And 
besides the voices of the three generals much more emphatically did they have a call 
to the same effect from the heavy death roll after the various engagements. Those 
unlucky frontal attacks had been made necessary by their army being short of cavabry 
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to support tbem. The cavalry, as a rale, were the eyes, the ears, and the understaiid- 
ing of a fighting force. They also guarded the communications of the main body, and 
they were ready in case of pursuit being required to force home a victory. He was 
sorry that they had not had many chances of this kind as yet ; but they lived in hopes 
that the fortunes of the war would change, and that they would then be able to avail 
themselves of their cavalry for the purpose of pursuit He thought it an excellent 
thing that the Yeomanry should be called out, with volunteers to fill up the ranks, to 
go to South Africa ; and all over the country the people had risen like one man to 
support the suggestion. They found that the Government could very well employ 
10,000 of these mounted men, and would be glad to get them. It occurred to his son 
(the Hon. Ivor Guest) and others earlier in the day that this was a good way of getting 
these 10,000 men; and he and others hit the nail on the bead when they bombarded 
the War Office with suggestions that they should do something in this direction. But 
it was an expensive business ; meetings had been called by the Lords-Lieutenant in 
different counties with the view of raising the required funds, and everywhere there 
had been a good response. Money bad flowed in to make up the deficiency which 
would be found after the Government had paid all that they intended to pay. He 
hoped that they in Dorset would show that they were by no means unmindful of the 
great need before them, but were all willing to put their hands in their pockets. The 
equipment of the Volunteer Yeomanry was a very expensive business, requiring £70 
or £%0 a man. It wouki be a large sum to get together ; but he was certain that 
Dorset would not wish to be behindhand, and all he could say in conclusion was to 
repeat the words of Rudyard Kipling, " Fay, pay, pay." (Applause.) 

Lord DiGBY said that he rose with great pleasure to second the resolution. The 
readiness with which the reserve forces and others had answered the appeal of the 
Government was eminently satisfactory, and now it remained for those who stayed at 
home to do their part There were large numbers who, by reason of age, infirmity, 
or the demands of business, were unable to volunteer to fight for their country. But 
there was one thing that they could do. They couU put their hands in their pockets 
and not aUow any expense to fall upon those men who had so gallantly come forward 
in response to the appeal of the Government Those who stayed at home ought to 
defray all the cost of those who went. In fact, they must and would do it The 
money raised would go for equipment, and those who had a horse to spare might well 
put it at the disposal of their friends who went out If they couki not afford to give 
the horse outright they might sell it at a less price than it was worth — not a prohibi- 
tive price, but what he would call a patriotic price. (Laughter.) He thought that they 
would have no difficulty m finding horses in the county to mount the whole force that 
went out from Dorset, and he had little doubt that they woukl be well mounted. He 
pointed to the splendid example which their colonies had set to the home country^ — 
Canada, Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand, and not only their colonies, but also 
a great number of Indian Princes, who had offered to place both men and horses at 
the service of the empire to carry on the war. Again he repeated he hoped that 
Dorset woukl not be behind, but that the meeting would heartily support Lord 
Wimbome's proposition. (Applause.) 

Cobnel Goodden, as commandant of the Q.O.Y.C, said he shouU like to say a few 
words in support of the motion. Some might like to know why they were appealing 
for subscriptions for the Imperial Yeomanry. When a few days ago he was asked 
suddenly to raise a force of 115 mounted men, he was a little doubtful how it couU 
be done in the short time given. He naturally looked to the Yeomanry first Now 
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the Yeomanry, ai they all knew, was a force recruited entirely for the defence of 
their own country. The greater number of the members enlisted with that object, 
and with no idea of goin|( outside their own country. The greater number of the men 
also were actively engaged in farming and other pursuits. They were married men 
with large families, and, therefore, not men whom they could expect to go to South 
Africa. Still he was happy to say that the younger members of the Yeomanry had 
come forward in a most patriotic manner, and volunteered not only to go themselves, 
but also to bring their own horses. But iif he had depended entirely upon the Dorset 
Yeomanry, which consisted only of 200 men, it would have been quite impossible for 
him to raise the 1 1 5 men he required from them alone ; but it was indicated to him 
that he was not to confine himself to the Yeomanry, but to go beyond them to the 
Volunteers and to the men of Dorset generally. He hoped that the Volunteers would 
send him some men who could ride well and shoot well, for he felt sure that there 
must be young men in the ranks who possessed these qualifications, and would be glad 
to see active service. As yet only one or two from the Rifle Volunteer Battalion had 
come forward ; but his friend Colonel Williams, to whom he had spoken about the 
matter, wouki be glad to see some of his men who could ride and shoot join this force 
of Imperial Yeomanry. The gaps in his battalion woukl be readily filled by other men 
who could shoot and do duty as infantry, though not ride. Then there were the men 
of the county who did not belong to the auxiliary forces. He had already received 
from 60 to 70 applications to join, so that he wanted 50 more, and wanted them at 
once. He was sure that he would not appeal to the county in vain, and he trusted 
that before many hours, certainly before many days, he should have his 115 men. He 
expected that he had nearly got to the end of the men who could bring their own 
horses. Doubtless there were many others eligible and willing, but who could not bring 
their own horses. Now if a man could ride and shoot well and was willing to go, the 
want of a horse must not stand in his way. If the Government did not provide the 
horse the county wouM. Indeed, if they waited for the Government to provide a 
horse they would wait till the war was over. He wanted, then, 50 or 60 more men, 
for some of those who had volunteered might not pass the doctor, and he wanted 
horses for that number. Sixty horses at A40 each would cost £2,400. Then he 
wanted kit for a hundred men. This, at £ii each, woukl require another ;Ci,ooo. 
Again, he wanted to fit them out with saddlery and all horse equipment, which, at ;f 10 
a head, would work out at another £f,ooo. And he would like to provide every man 
with a good pair of field glasses. He was told that every mounted Boer in the fiekl 
had a good pair of glasses. By means of them he could spy his enemy at a great 
distance and then pick them off with his rifle. He should like their men from Dorset 
to be able to do the same. (Applause.) Besides all this he had to get farriers, shoe- 
ing smiths, trumpeters, saddlers, and cooks, all mounted and cbthed ; and it might be 
hard to get some of these men without paying them. Then he would like to see this 
company of their's go out with a good gaUoping gun. (Hear, hear ) It had been 
shown again and again that their army was deficient in artillery. Lord Dundonald's 
galbping gun, which had done good service, he saw in the mancravres last year. It 
would be a fine thing if the county could provkle such a gun for their contingent That 
woukl cost ;C6oo. Well, he had run up a pretty good bill for them ; but when they 
heard one and another making such munificent donations he did net think he should 
appeal to the county in vain. He believed that many of them would gladly go out and 
take their part in the fighting if only they were of the right age — from 20 to 35, but 
many of them were on the wrong side of 35. All that they couki do, therefore, was 
to put their hands in their pockets and help the young men who were able and willing 
to go out and stand the campaign, to mount them, and equip them properly. He felt 
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sure that tbey would give a good account of themselves and do credit to the county. 
(Applause.) But if the money was not forthcoming they might sit down and wait for 
months. He should like to have the money at once, so that, as he hoped, their Dorset 
contingent might be one of the first to take their share in the war. (Applause.) 

Mr. W. CoLFOX said in his position as High Sheriff he was very happy to be there 
that afternoon and to propose the following resolution : — 

" That subscriptions be also invited to provide for the equipment and other needs 
of Volunteers who may offer themselves for active service and to provide for an 
increase in the number of efficients in the present force." 

The High Sheriff said that Lord Digby, in moving the second resolution, had said it 
was desirable that all those who went out with the Imperial Yeomanry to fight for 
their country should be sent out without any expense to themselves. That applied 
equally to the Volunteers, and he was quite sure that they would wish that no Volun- 
teer should be put to any expense. He might mention that the resolution was framed 
in order that they might, if they pleased, give their subscriptions jointly to the general 
fund or specialise them and give to whichever they deemed fit. Colonel Goodden had 
mentioned that the volunteers had been demanded for the defence of their country, 
and they wanted also that there shoukl be an increase in the number of volunteers in 
order that there might be a perfectly efficient defence in case there should be any 
occasion for it. They hoped there would be no occasion for it, but they could not 
shut their eyes to the possibility of their being called upon to defend their own shores, 
and if so it was necessary that their Volunteers should be a strong and efficient force 
banded together in order to defend them. (Applause.) 

Colonel Williams, who seconded, said he had been asked, as they might imagine, 
to second in order that he might say something about the Volunteer movement He 
should like to say in answer to the remark from Cok>nel Goodden, that he should be 
extremely glad if any of his regiment preferred riding on horses and joining the 
Yeomanry, because he knew that the first need of the country was cavaky and the 
sooner they got them the better. Colonel McLean, of the Artillery Volunteers, was 
sorry that illness prevented him from being with them that day. He knew that many 
of his men were anxious to go out and take their share, but there was no work for 
garrison artillery there. They would be very glad to make themselves of use, and he 
might mention that those men who were used to the short carbine woukJ, therefore, be 
more useful than others. Colonel Goodden had given them, with his usual plainness 
and force, a very long list of his needs, but he did not tell how much he really had. 
(Laughter.) He went on piling up his thousands, but there was no indication as to the 
total amount required. The resolution said that subscriptions were also wanted for the 
Volunteers. He was not so " previous " as Colonel Goodden, and as he had not to 
mount his men he had not therefore that initial expense, but he was asked to send out 
a company of 115 men. He had not been able to take steps to raise the men, because 
the Government were so anxious to get the Yeomanry that they had not yet made 
public their conditions. He had had plenty of offers from his men, but he had not 
been able to take advantage of them because the Government had not told him the 
conditions under which they were to be taken. It was not fair to ask the men to come 
forward unless be could tell them distinctly the conditions under which they had to 
serve. He hoped to-morrow or next day they might get them, and then he would im- 
mediately invite volunteers to come forward. He had got several offers from officers 
akeady, and especially Major Wheatley, of Poole. (Applause.) He had volunteered 
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to go out as captain of a contingent — ^an offer which he was only too thankful to 
accept (Loud applause.) He would want a company of 115 men, who were to l>e 
ready to come up at once and to sail about the middle of January. He was asked to 
raiie another 1x5 to fill up gaps if needs be; but he had not only to provide them, 
but abo their equipment Therefore he asked for the equipment of 230 men at a cost 
not leu than £15 each. He wished the equipment of these Volunteers to l>e as good 
as possible. The Goverament would give linen khaki but he wanted to send the men 
out in serge khaki, which was warmer and more comfortable. (Hear, hear.) If he 
put his equipment 9t £10 he should require at least £2,300 for the 330 men. That 
was not so much as Colonel Goodden would want for his horses alone, so that he was 
more modest than the gallant Colonel of the Dorset Yeomanry. With regard to ear- 
marking the subscriptions he shoukl not like to enter into competition with Colonel 
Goodden. He presumed if the contributions were not ear-marked they would go into 
the general fund and would be used equally for the Volunteers of the county as might 
be required. Of course, if anybody wanted to ear-mark their subscriptions to the 
Yeomanry it was quite open for them to do so, or for the Volunteers, as might be the 
case. The resolution stated that the money was not only wanted for the equipment of 
Volunteers, but also for an increase in the numbers and efficiency of those serving at 
the present time. He might say there were a great many things needed for the 
efficiency of those serving at the present time. If any money was over he wanted at 
least three drill haUs built and headquarters in Dorchester. He had plenty of needs if 
the county would only give him the money. With regard to an increase in their 
numbers, he might say he bad many offers coming in from villages or small groups of 
villages for companies or half companies. It showed bow the spirit of the nation was 
being roused and how the latent patriotism of the country was being stirred. He might 
say at the present time he was nearly up to full strength. At this time of the year he 
was generally under, rather than over, but by Easter he was generally over. He was 
not afraid of enlisting over his strength, because the Government would probably 
sanction it in the long run, and in all probability the committee would pay him out of 
the new fund for the capitation grant. Whenever anyone was within easy reach of a 
Volunteer company there was never a difficulty in increasing its numbers. But there 
were a great many places outside the reach of a company, for five miles was the utmost 
distance that could be effectively covered. Then, again, there was a difficulty as to 
the officers. It was no use starting a company or half company unless it was properly 
supplied with officers. He could not ask for a further increase in the establishment 
unless he saw there were men who would come forward to take commissions. It was 
far better to have one company thoroughly efficient than two less efficient Those were 
some of the difficulties in the way of a permanent increase. It had been suggested 
that he shoukl raise a second battalion, but honestly he did not think it possible. He 
did not think they could get the officers and sergeants for the extra battadion. It wouM 
be much better to get the battalion as perfect as possible and make it easy to receive 
an increase and give them all the training they could, than to have two battalions leu 
efficient. (Hear, hear.) 

Major Syices, Volunteer Artillery, said he wished to express the regret of Colonel 
Maclean at his unavoidable aUence. On his behalf he wished to say that, as far as 
they could, they would do all they could to aid the movement Of course the Volun- 
teer Artillery were very little use now, because they were not, as a rule, rifle shots, 
and they had very few who were able to ride. They had bad, however, one or two 
who had sent in their names. Many also had offered to fill up vacancies in Cobnel 
Williams' battalion. He would suggest that if any money remained over it should be 
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applied to supplying the ArtiUery with more ammvoitioti. He did not think the county 
coald realise that the Government last year only gave them jCapo towards their ammani- 
tion, so that they were only able to fire their big gun 40 times, which, he thought they 
would agree, was not much to train 800 men As regarded the number of volunteers, 
he thought their first object should be to maintain their efficiency ; they had plenty as 
regarded numbers. It would be a mistake to try and increase the number. Better 
have 150 men efficient than 300 men ineffident (Hear, hear.) To show that they 
couM get men» if necessary, he might mention that last year they went to Yeovil, 
where they found they could get four officers and a full company, but in consequence 
of a little red tape, Yeovil being in the Western, instead of the Southern District, the 
movement fell through. There were plenty of men if they only had the money to 
equip them. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. G. Wood Homer said he differed entirely from what Colonel Williams had said 
as to increasing the Volunteers. The country, he feared, was not yet fully awake to 
the very grave state in which the country was placed at the present moment. The 
country had been rendered destitute of troops, with the exception of a very few 
battalions of regulars which were very shortly to be sent out ; so that they had practi- 
cally to depend upon the Volunteers to defend their shores and to show that England 
was ready to resist any enemy that might be inclined to make war or demonstrate 
against her. They had tapped the towns, but they had not tapped the laige villages. 
In the neighbourhood of Dorchester, for instance, there were Charminster, Upwey, 
Puddletown, and a number of other villages where young men woukl be only too glad 
to give up their time to volunteering instead of devoting it to cricket. He was sure 
these young fellows in the country wouM be ready to come forward whenever the 
emergency should arise. (Applause.) The spirit of patriotism was abroad, and those 
who were too okl and who from other infirmities could not go on active service woukl 
have to show that they were prepared to make sacrifices in order to maintain the 
honour of their country. Whatever differences of opinion may have existed before the 
war commenced there was no one now but wished to see it brought to a satisfactory 
and honourable conclusion, and the way to do that was for each one to put his hand 
to the pbugh and do his best. (Applause.) If they couU not ride in the Yeomanry 
themselves they could at least find a substitute and provkle him with a horse. (Hear, 
hear.) He hoped they would do their best to increase the Volunteer force, and take 
early steps to raise an extra battalion. Turning to the conditions under which the 
Yeomanry were to serve, it seemed to him that is. 4d. a day was very poor pay, and 
he hoped they would be able to supplement it They woukl all have to put their hands 
to the plough in this matter. A sum of ;C30,ooo at least ought to be raised, and he 
hoped that the men of wealth in the county and the men of smaller means would put 
their hands in their pocket and show that Dorset was not only one of the most patriotic 
counties in England, but was prepared to do its duty in a moment of great national 
danger. (Apphuse.) 

Lieut H. Till (Volunteer Artillery) called attention to the need of better equip- 
ment of that force and suggesting that a section of Fiekl Artillery be raised in the 
county. He believed it coukl be done. It woukl be a great addition to the defences 
of the county. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. C. E. A. Georce said he hoped their attention woukl not be diverted from the 
main object of that meeting, which was to raise a fund for the equipment of the 
Yeomanry. In this connection he considered the questk>n of snpplsring the men with 
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EeU glasses was of such importaoce that if Colonel Goodden would give him the par- 
ticulars he should be prepared to supply 115 glasses for the coDtingeot. (Loud applause.) 

The Hoa IVOR GUCST hoped that all who were present would use their influence 
in obtaining the 50 men that Colonel Goodden required. Then the meeting would 
have done good work. They must have the men first, snd he hoped they would use 
their best efforts with their tenants and others in order that the number required 
might be forthcoming. (Hear, hear.) 

Lord ILCHESTER desired to thank Mr. Geoige very much for his generous gift 
Colonel Goodden authorised him to say that the glanes wouM be most thankfully 
received. Lord Ilchester moved : — 

"That for the purpose of carrying out the above objects and any other matters 
connected therewith a committee be appointed, with Colonel Williams, M.P., as 
treasurer, Mr. E. A. Ffooks and Mr, J. Douglas as joint secretaries, and that 
such committee, with power to add to Uieir number, consist of the High Sheriff, 
for the time being, the Lord-Lieutenant, Lord Portman (Chairman of the County 
Council), Lord Stalbridge (Vice-Chairman of the County Council), Mr. H. B. 
Mkidleton (Chairman of Quarter Sessions), Lord Wimbome, Lord Digby, Hon. 
H. Sturt, M.P., Colonel WiUiams, M.P., Colonel Brymer, M.P., Mr. Digby, M.P., 
Colonel Goodden, Sir Elliott Lees, Bart., M.P., Hon. Ivor Guest, Major Dug- 
dale, Mr. Colfox, Mr. Dammers, Mr G. Wood Homer, Mr. R. D. Thornton, 
Major-General Truell, CB., Captain Ridley, Captain Kindersley." 

He also proposed that Colonel Goodden, Hon. Ivor Guest, Sir Elliott Lees, M.P., and 
Mr. Digby, M.P., form a sub-committee for Yeomanry purposes ; and Colonel Williams, 
M.P., Major-General TrueU, Captain Ridley, and Captain Kindersley form a sub- 
committee for Volunteer purposes. 

The Hon. HUMPHRY Sturt, M.P., seconded. He hoped the gentlemen who wouU 
form the committee woukl do their best to attend on every possible occasion and see 
that the money was properly applied One thing they might be quite certain of — and 
the meeting that afternoon had shown it — that at any rate Dorset did not intend to be 
behind other counties in showing its loyalty and its appreciation of the patriotic manner 
in which men were coming forward to serve in the Imperial Yeomanry. (Applause.) 
A large sum of money was required, and he did not think they could show their ap- 
preciation of the patriotism now being exhibited more than by sending their money to 
the committee in order that these men might be well-horsed and equipped in the best 
possible way, feeling sure that Dorset men wouM do credit to their county whenever 
called" upon . ( Apphiuse .) 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Lord Ilchester said the sooner subscriptions couU be notified the better, because 
the equipment must be provided without any delay. He mentioned also that if anyone 
had any suggestions to make they should be sent to the Secretary for the considera- 
tion of the committee. 

Captain J. HOWARD BOWEN (Volunteer Artillery) said he did not notice that any 
officer of the Volunteer Artillery was on the committee. 

Lord Ilchester pointed out that there was power to add to their number. Any 
suggestion wouM be accepted. 

Captain HOWARD Bowen suggested that their senior major. Major Symes, should be 
added. 
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Captain TCMPLE suggested that Captain and Adjutant Norris (of the Artillery) also 
be added. 

Both names were submitted to the meeting and accepted unanimously. 

Sir Elliott Lees, Bart., M.P., who was greeted with warm applause, said he had 
been asked to propose a vote of thanks to Lord Ilchester for convening the meeting 
and for taking the chair. Instead of taking up their time in pleading a cause already 
won, he would like to say a few words upon the matter for which they were met 
together. He wondered if people really did realise the immense importance of the 
crisis through which they were passing. Did they realise that if they lost South Africa 
they lost the Cape, and if they lost the Cape they lost the Empixe. (Hear, hear.) 
And did they realise what losing the Empire meant ? Perhaps not a great deal to 
themselves who had lived some time in the workl, but to their children a great deal 
Not only would it mean the loss of much that had become part of their daily life, but 
the loss of that precious feeling with which they regarded the name of the England 
of which they were all so proud. (Applause.) That was perhaps a commonplace, but 
did they realise the seriousness of the crisis which bad compelled the Government to 
appeal to the country for volunteers and to ask for assistance from that force of which 
they had perhaps been accustomed to speak with a certain amount of contempt ? The 
time had gone by for flattery. There were a great many men, men who coukl ride and 
shoot, men with no ties and with no caUs upon them, who were called upon to place 
themselves and their horses at the disposal of the State, biit who were not coming 
forward. He was going to speak perfectly straight. The gentry of Dorset had nearly 
all of them got relatives at the front, and those who had not were doing their duty, 
many of them in volunteering or subscribing very largely. (Applause.) Probably for 
its population Dorset sent as many men into the service as any county in the kingdom. 
But what he wanted to know was where were the class to whom the Government was 
specially making its appeal ? What were the hunting farmers doing ? At present they 
had got only about 30 of them. All honour to them. (Applause.) He should respect 
them when he met them at the covert side, as he hoped to do next year, even more 
than he had respected them in the past. (Hear, hear.) They wanted more of them ; 
these were the men the Government were calling for. They could have many men 
who could ride and shoot if they paid them and found their horses, and they woukl be 
good fellows ; but the man who brought his own horse, that was the class they wanted. 
They had 30 ; they wanted 50 or 60. (Applause.) There were four packs of hounds 
in Dorsetshire ; and they had been very much led astray in their estimation of the 
influence on their national character of manly sports if they did not find the young 
yeomen of the county coming forward when the very existence of the Empire was at 
stake. (Applause.) He had, perhaps, no right to get up there and pitch into them ; 
but he thought the time had come for plain speaking. He had no doubt, whether the 
yeomen volunteered or not, they would get a very efficient contingent of 115 Dorset 
men ; but it was the farming class they wanted. As Mr. Winston Churchill wrote the 
other day — " What are the gentlemen of England doing ? Are they all fox-hunting ? 
Why not an English Light Horse ?" (Cheers.) The gentlemen of England were ready 
to leave their fox-hunting ; might they not call upon more of the farmers to do the 
same ? There were a good many hunting farmers all over Dorsetshire who had ridden 
gallantly behind him — very often before him — (laughter)*-acros8 country in the past 
Who of them. Sir Elliott Lees asked with dramatic effect, are going to rkle behind me 
across the veldt ? That is what I want to know. In conclusion the speaker said he 
read the other day in the history of the regiment to which he was so proud to belong 
of what they did 100 years ago when a great crisis threatened the country. He hoped 
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they realised that a crisis, perhaps not quite so near their own homes, but of even 
greater importance to them as an Empire, threatened them now, and that they woald 
rise to the occasion. (Cheers.) 

Colonel Bryiicb, M.P., seconded the vote of thanks to the Loid-Lieatenant for so 
kindly calling that meeting and presiding over it so ably. That meeting sbouU be a 
source of congratulation to the whole county, and its effects should be shown for many 
years to come. He trusted they wouM get all the money they needed, and he felt sure 
that whatever was got would be spent in a proper manner. 

The noble CHAIRMAN, in acknowledging the vote of thanks, expressed his appreciation 
of the stirring speech of Sir Elliott Lees, and said he hoped the meeting was aware 
that Sir Elliott Lees had volunteered himself. (Applause,) 

Mr. Ffooks announced the receipt of a telegram from Mr. Sefton Smith, of the 
Hotel Burdon, stating that he wouM subscribe five guineas. 

The meeting closed with the singing of the National Anthem. The general committee 
then held a meeting and decided to issue an appeal to the county for subscriptions 
forthwith. The Yeomanry sub-committee also met, there being present Colonel 
Goodden, Captain Sir Elliott Lees, and Lieut, the Hon. Ivor Guest It was resolved 
to forward with the utmost despatch all preparations for the completion and equipment 
of the force. 

The following is a list of the donations received up td the close of the meeting : — 
Lord Ilchester and Lord Wimborne, ;£^i,ooo each ; Mr. A. Capper Pass, j^500 and 
horse ; Sir Elliott Lees, Bart, M.P., j^5oo ; Mr. C. E. A. Geoige, 115 fiekl glasses; 
Lord Digby, ;C300 ; the High Sheriff (Mr. W. Colfox), ;^25o ; Mr. T. A. Colfox, £100 
and £100 for galloping gun, if bought ; Colonel R. Williams, M.P., ;C300 ; Lord Shaftes- 
bury, Colonel Brymer, M.P., Colonel the Hon. E. Digby, Major M. Scott Williams, Mr. 
H. S. Williams, and Messrs. J. Groves and Son, Limited, ;Cioo each ; Mr. Digby, M.P., 
Lieut -Gen. Truell, Mr. R D. Thornton, Mr. H. C. Hambro, and Mr. Bankes, £50 
each ; Sir H. Peto Bart, £^0 Lieut.-Gen. Carr Glyn and Captain Carr Giyn, £2$ each ; 
Mr. G. Wood Homer, £20; Archdeacon and Mrs. Sowter, £1$ 15s. ; Mr. F. Morris 
(Lyme), j^io los. ; Captain G. Phipps Hornby and Mr. W. G. F. Cavendish Bentinck, 
iCio each : Mr. Sefton Smith, £$ 5s. ; Cobnel Hebbert, £$; Major G. P. Symes and 
Captain J. Howard Bowen, £$ 35. each. 
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APPENDIX B. PART 11. 



ROLL OF OFFICERS, N.CO's, AND MEN OF THE DORSET YEOMANRY 
WHO SERVED IN SOUTH AFRICA. 



OFFICERS : 

Colonel F. J. Browne, C.B. 

Hon. Lieut-Colonel Sir E. Lees, Bart., D.S.O., M.P. 

Major R. C. Batley. 

Captain H. P. A, Cartwright. 

„ C. P. W. KiNDERSLEY. 

„ Hon. I. C. Guest. 

M J. B. H. GOODDEN. 
„ G. DiGBY. 

Colonel J. D. Mansel (Gun Section). 
Captain E. G. Haroy „ 

* Includes also those who joined the 26th Co., /th Battalion for the war. 

* This roll is compiled from the Regimental Books before the Company sailed 

for South Africa. 



Reg'l 






Regl 






No. 


Name. 


Rank. 


No. 


Name. 


Rank. 


5344 


Cave, R. G. 


S.S.M. 


5281 


Axe, C. H. 


Trooper 


5287 


Ayles, J. H. 


S.Q.M.S, 


5283 


Ayers, W, B. 


II 


S341 


Atkins, R. 


Sergeant 


5358 


Baker, W. J. 




1 


5287 


Bond, C. N. 


ff 


5284 


Barnes. C. 




» 


53«7 


Parsons, W. P. 


•t 


5342 


Barrett, E. 




1 


5347 


Dominy, R. G. 


Farrier Sergt 


5285 


Barry, F. E.H. 




I 


5323 


Rossiter, J. M. 


Corporal 


5286 


Bennett, j. 




1 


5370 


Symonds, G. B. 


ft 


5403 


Bishop, R G. 




1 


5288 


Brain, M. W. 


ii 


5289 


Bragge, O. C. 




1 


5314 


Lovell, C W. 


»» 


5407 


Briddlc, J. 




1 


5307 


Harris. W. F. 


>» 


5343 


Brown, W. H. 




1 


5400 


Cable. J. 




5398 


Brown. W. 




I 


5321 


Read, G. S. 


Trumpeter 


5292 


Burch. A. J. 




1 


5374 


White, A. W. 


Saddler 


5294 


Butler, H. R. 




II 


5417 


Abbott. A, P. 


Trooper 


5396 


Christopher, J. F. 




» 
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Roll of Opficeb8» N.CO/8 and Men of the Dorset Yeomanry who Served 
IN South AiucK—contiHutti. 



Reg'l 
No. 

5396 

5345 
5403 

5346 
5297 
5392 
5298 

5359 
5299 

5348 
5300 

54«i 
5349 
5301 

53^ 
5302 
5361 
5304 
5305 
5362 
5306 
54«4 
5308 
5309 
5408 
5406 
5390 
5357 
5364 
541a 
53»o 

5365 
5422 

5397 
5381 
5391 
5313 
5377 
5427 
5388 
5425 
5395 



Num. 
Coats, G. 
Conar, F. 
Crew, M. J. 
Crocker, H. 
Croftoo, G. H. 
Cttsack, J. 
Davis, P. H. H. 
Dennett, H. 
Dorey, D. 
Dorey, U R. 
Drake. F, C. F. 
Dunne, J. W. 
Edmonds, W. 
EUis, J. B. 
Gale, G, 
Genge, R. A. S. 
Grinter, E. J. 
HaU. H. 
Ham. W. 
Handford. H. 
Harris, A. 
Hayter, G. C 
HcUyar. S. J. 
Hibberd, G. D. 
Hibbs, G. 
Hoddinott, D. 
Homey ben, F. C. 
Horniblow, J. F. 
Hosrey. A. 
Honeyfield, J. 
Hussey, R. J. 
Ingram, H. 
James, F. 
King. E. W. 
Lane, F. W. 
Leigh. B. 
Lemon, R. R. 
Lithgow, E. W. 
Lock, E. J. 
Lockyer, A., V. 
Lockyer, A. W. 
Lush, G. W. 
Major. J. H. 





Regl 


Rank. 


No. 


Trooper 


5409 


M 


"'1 


•1 


5316 


t» 


5366 


t» 


5416 


tl 


5384 


II 


5378 


,. 


5318 


» 


5367 


»• 


5320 


fl 


5322 


„ 


3405 


II 


535« 


II 


5389 


fl 


5368 


II 


5423 


,. 


5420 


1* 


5325 


II 


5421 


., 


5393 


»l 


5394 


II 


5352 


•1 


5327 


»l 


5356 


II 


5371 


It 


5385 


II 


5330 


II 


5328 


„ 


5373 


•t 


5413 


1* 


5386 


II 


5331 


»» 


5332 


fl 


5333 


II 


5334 


fl 


5335 


fl 


5410 


If 


5429 


fl 


5380 


ff 


5338 


fl 


5339 


tf 


5419 


fl 


5337 



Name. 
Meaker, H. 
McEnery, E. H. 
McKean, M. C 
Mumford. C. H. 
Norman. J. 
Nutt, E. A. 
Perry, T. 
Pope, E. A. 
Poynter, W. D. 
Rawlins, A. E. 
Roberts, C. E. 
Robinson. H. 
Rogers. W. 
Rose, W. S. 
Rose, H. 
Sammons, T. 
Savage, J. 
Sawtell, J. W. 
Scutt, C. H. V. 
Sharpe, A. E. 
Sharp, W. H. 
Skinner, J. 
Smith, T. A. 
Stevens, P. 
Tasker, H. A. 
Thomas. J. 
Tozer, H. D. 
Tozer, H. H. 
Turvey. J. 
Vicker. B. 
Wallis. W. J. 
Walters, A. 
Walters, F. 
Ware, A. 
Whitcher, P. 
White. H. M. 
Williamson. F. 
WiUmott, R. C. 
Woolfrey, A. J. 
Young, C. E. 
Young, T. R. 
Young, H. A. 
Youngfausband, T. 



Rank. 
Trooper 
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R«gi mental 
No. 

5293 
5290 

5391 
5303 
5312 

5376 
5324 

5353 
5372 
5339 
5387 
533C 
5354 
5350 



Machine Gun Section. 

Name. 

Butler, R 

Brinchley, E. G. . . 

Burbridge, C J 

Habgood, A . 

Jeans, J. J 

Kitcher, H. E 

Rossiter, T. 

Sturoey, J. G 

Tasker, G. S W. 
Thorne, A. 

Walton, A. T 

Whittle, A. H 

Young, S. J. 

Inkpen, R. W 



Rank. 

Seigeant 
Corporal 
Trooper 



26TH Company— Staff Officers and their Servants. 

Name. Rank. 

Helyar, C. W. H Colonel 

Browne, P. J Major 

Hardy, C.G Captain and Adjutant 

Wellford, F. Surgeon-Captain 

Rowe, J. Veterinary Captain 

Locke, A. C E. Quartermaster 

Machine Gun Section . . Mansell, J. D. . . Colonel 



Regimental 
No. 

5440 
5441 
538a 

5383 
5401 
5319 
5418 

5399 
5355 
5369 
6590 

5404 
5379 



Servants. 

Name. 
Flannagan 

Baker, W 

McKinnon, W. L. . . 

Norris, S 

Smith, R 

RatcliflFe, A. 
Wheeler, A. 
Honey, F. 

AUen, W 

Strii^fellow, H. .. 

Cox. S. J 

Everett, W. 
Russell, A. J. 



Rank, 
Trooper 
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Staff, Non-Coicicissioned Officers and Men. 

Nunc. 

Gordon, V.L R5.M. 

Churcher, A. E. Qaartermmster Seigt. 



Reglmentml 
No. 
1848 
5439 
3403 
545 a 
6591 
5430 
543 « 



Harrison, S. 
Riddell,C. .. 
Gould, £. J. 
Howard, C. R 
Osbum, A. C. 



Sergeant Cook 
Trooper 



Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and Men of Reinforcing Draft. 



5424 
5295 
5436 
5426 
5435 
5433 
53^3 
5415 
5428 

5434 
5432 
5326 
5437 
5438 



Goodden, J. B. H. 
Baggs, N. G. 
Clarke, A. C. B. . 
Clarke, M. 
Crew, W. . . 
Everett, J. . . 
Fripp, F. .. 
Hellyer. W. J. . 
Martin, C. . . 
MUler, B. . . 
Myles, C. H. 
Orchard, C 
Shave, F. .. 
Baggs, H. .. 
Burden, G. .. 



Lieutenant 
Corporal 
Trooper 



37480 
27481 
37482 
34893 
33339 
33338 
24894 
37483 
37484 
37483 
33383 
24895 
27486 
37487 
37488 
33340 



Draft, 1901. 

Andrews, E. G. . . 
Barnes, C. . . 

Biss, J 

Bastable, W. 
Begane, L. 
Crabb, C . . 
Churchill, A. 
Churchouse, R. W. 
Cheesemen, E. 

Coats, G 

Danes, P. H. H. . . 
Dawling W. 
Downton, W. 
Downland, G. 

Easley, E 

Frast, W. J. 



Trooper 
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Draft, 1901. 


Reffixnental 




Name Rank 


34896 .. . 


Finn, H. J. R. . 






Trooper 


37489 


Freeman, W. I. . 






If 


37490 


Hellyar, C. A. 






* i> 


38794 


Hayne, A. T 








33342 


Hancock, R. R. . 








23343 


Hayes 








23341 


Hooper, C. T. 








34898 


Hansfoid, G. 








34899 


Hunt, R. . . 








34900 


Henness, J. A. 








23341 


Grinter, J. W. 








2489; 


Goldring, C. 






•» 


23345 


. Joy,C. .. . 






* If 


34901 


Kennanl R W. . 








33384 


Kitchel. A. J. 








33867 


Lambert, G. 








23346 


Millard. J. C. 






II 


34903 


Moss, W. . . 








34903 


Meech, G. . . 








24904 


Newport, J. B. 






* II 


24905 


Neale, A. .. 








23838 


Neale, W. E. 








23347 


Pitman, W. J. T. . 








23348 


Paul, W. G. 






.^ 


23349 


Philpotts, A. 








3490a 


Philpotts, J. C. 








33386 


Palmer, R. .. 








23350 


Record, W. G. . 








23351 


Rogers, W. A. . 








23352 


Ricketts, H. 








23353 


Smith, T. G. 






" 


24907 


Stock, G. L. 






II 


27491 


Samson, B. 






\ " 


27492 


Stevens, R. W. . 






" 


27493 


Smith, M. T. 






^ 


23385 


Selley, A. J. 






. 


24905 


Tulk, H. .. 






^ 


24909 


Taylor, C. .. 






^ 


27494 


Taylor. A. H. . 








27493 


Taylor, F. E. 








27496 


Uphill, E. .. 








23354 


Willis, A. B. 








23355 


White, G. .. 






• II 
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Draft 1901 — €o>ttin$ud. 


Reffiraeoul 






lio. 


Nunc 


Rank. 


33356 


Warren, A. E. 


Trooper 


«3357 


WUUs, T 




33749 


Whitcwood,R. E... 




34910 


Waters. B.J. 




37497 


Walker. T 




33383 


George. J. C. L. . . 




31349 


Allen. A 




31350 


Webb, L. B. 




31351 


Lock, E. H. 




31353 


PauHJ 

RuueD. P 




3307a 




33073 


Beckett, A. 




33074 


Crocker, C 






Digby. G. H. 


Lieutenaot 
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CASUALTIES DURING THE WAR IN SOUTH AFRICA 
LIST OF KILLED AND DEATHS FROM WOUNDS OR DISEASE. 



Rank and Name. 
Trooper Fripp, F. 
Sergt. Butler, R. 
Trooper Crocker, H. 

„ Genge, R. A. S. 

„ Cheeseman, E. 

„ ♦Rogers, W. A. 

„ Millard, J. E. 
Willis, L 

„ Robertson, M. 

Corporal Frost, W. J. 

• Reported 



I>ate. 

6.8.00 
14.10.00 

35.01 
23.5.01 

6. 1 0.0 1 
26.2.02 
10.3.02 
9.4.02 

missinc;, w 



Place. 
Kroonstaad 
Pretoria 
Pretoria 

II 
Ventersdorp 

Johannesberg 
Wolmeranstad 
Elandsfontein 
Vaalbank 
I killed in action. 



Casaalty. 
Enteric 
Enteric. 

t$ 

Dysentry. 
Killed in action 

Pleurisy. 
Killed in action. 
Enteric. 
Dysentry. 



Rank and Name. 
S.S. Record, W. G. 
Trooper Drake, F. E. 
Lce.-.Cpl Whittle, A. H. 
Trooper Hayter, G. 

WaUis, W. J. 
Corporal Bridle, J. 
Trooper Norris, S. 
„ Rossiter, T. 
„ Robinson, H. 
Walton, A. C 
,, Williamson, F. 
„ Whitcher, P. 
„ Whitewood, R. 



WOUNDED. 



Date. 
1 1.4.02 
5.5.00 
28.5.00 

6.6.00 

6.6.00 

13.12.00 



Place. 
Rooivaal 
Thaba N'Chu 
Orange Grove 
Pretoria 

II 

Nooitgedacht 



Casualty. 
Severely wounded. 
Slightly 



Dangerously „ 
Slightly 
Severely „ 

II II $» t$ 

» Slightly 

II II Severely „ 

II II Dangerously „ 

20.4.01 Florida Severely „ 

23.3.01 Nr.PotchefstroomSlightly „ 

„ „ 29.10.02 Ventersdorp Severely „ 

Note. — ^Sergeant-Major Ayles was shot in the wrist at MiddlefoDtein, but refused 
to go to Hospital, and was therefore not officially returned as wounded. The wound 
eventually forced him to go to Hospital for treatment. 

Major R. C. Batley was slightly wounded on the knee cap, on the 4tb June, 1900, 
on the day previous to the capture of Pretoria. He also refused to go to Hospital and 
was not officially returned as wounded, but was later obliged to receive medical 
treatment He was subsequently appointed Civil Commissioner on Gen. Sir J. 
Maxwell's Staff, being incapacitated from active duty, and served in this capacity until 
the return to England of the Dorset Contingent 



Digitized by 



Google 



320 Records of the Dorset Yeomanry. 

APPENDIX D. Part IL 

THE WAR IN SOUTH AFRICA. 



HONOURS AND MENTIONS IN DESPATCHES. 



Extract from ''London Gazette/* 7th May, 1901 : — 

Mentioned in Gen. Lord Kitchener's de^atch of 8th March, 1901: — 

Lieut-Colonel P. J. Browne. 
Captain Sir Elliott Lees, Bart. 
53 II Trooper Ingram, Dorset LY. 
(promoted Corporal by C. in C.) 

Extract from "London Gazette," loth September, 1901 : — 

Mentioned in P.M. Earl Roberts' despatch of 4th September, 1901. 

Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Browne. 
Captain Sir Elliott Lees, Bart. 
Captain R. C. Batley. 
Sergeant Major J. H. Ayles. 
Sergeant O. C. Bragge, 
Coiporal T. A. Smith. 

Extract from "London Gazette," 37th September, 1901: — 
DORSET IMPERIAL YEOMANRY. 

To be a Companion of the Most Honourable Order of the 
Bath — Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Browne. 

To be a Companion of the Distinguished Service Order — Captain 
Sir Elliott Lees, Bart. 

Awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal — Sergt. O. C. Bragge. 

OTHER PROMOTIONS, ETC. 

Lieut.-Colonel J. D. Mansel, who went out as Lieutenant in 
command of the gun section, and afterwards served on the Staff of 
Major General Pole-Carew, was promoted full Colonel in the reserve 
pf Officers (29.11.00.) 
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Regimental Sergeant-Major V. L. Gordon promoted Lieutenant, 
dated 117.00 (A.O. Pretoria, 14/12/00), afterwards Captain and O.C, 
26th Co. LY. 

Serjeant-Major R. G. Cave promoted Lieutenant, dated 26/9/00 
(A.O. Pretoria, 14/12/00). 

Sergeant-Major Lovell subsequently received a Commission, and 
eventually commanded the Dorset Squadron with Captain's rank. 

Sergeants Parsons, Rossiter and Bennett also received Commissions 
in the 26th Co. LY. 

Several of the men of the 26th Co. LY. received Commissions 
in other Corps, including £• W. King, M. C. McKean, and E. K. 
MacEnery. 

J. W. Dunne is now a Lieutenant in the Army.- 

Sergeant Bragge, Trooper Leigh, and Trooper Rawlins were 
offered, but dedin^. Commissions. 
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APPENDIX E. PART II. 

HOME-COMING OF THE DORSET IMPERIAL 
YEOMANRY. 



Extracts from the Dorset dmniy ChronicU^ June, 1901. 



THE COUNTY'S WELCOME. 



The home-coming of the Dorset Imperial Yeomanry has 
raised again the wave of patriotic enthusiasm which swept 
over the county nearly three weeks ago on the return of 
the Dorset Volunteer Service Company. The splendid 
reception which Colonel Percy Browne and his gallant 
band of Yeomen received was no mere pandering to the 
Jingo spirit, but a spontaneous expression of the admiration 
which Dorset folk feel for the company, admiration of their 
pluck, their patriotism, their distinguished prowess on the 
veldt, and last, but not least, of the patience with which 
they have endured great hardships and privations. The 
Dorset Company, just as they were excelled by none and 
equalled by few in physical standard, in horsemanship and 
markmanship, in equipment, in training, and in moraU^ 
have likewise been second to no other company of Imperial 
Yeomanry in the spirit which they have consistently shown 
throughout the campaign, and in the importance of the 
services which they have rendered. But comparisons are 
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odious, especially ** where all have done so well/' as the 
hackneyed phrase runs. What can be said in praise of the 
Imperial Yeomanry as a whole is equally applicable to the 
Dorset Company, and that praise applies to about 11,000 
mounted infantry of the Yeoman stamp, poured out from 
the mother land last year to South Africa, organised in 
24 battalions, each comprising three or four companies. 
One such company, 150 strong in ofificers and men, did 
little Dorset give, besides the later draft of some 50 men 
sent out a few months ago. 

The services of such a body of men, 1 1,000 strong, were 
invaluable and indeed indispensable at a time when mounted 
troops were urgently needed, and the generals of our 
columns were prevented by the want from beginning those 
swift outflanking movements which in both a literal and a 
metaphorical sense turned the flank of the enemy. Indeed, 
one trembles to think what would have been the course of 
the war but for the Imperial Yeomanry and the kindred 
Colonial troops who were so promptly forthcoming in the 
hour of need, and who so promptly responded in their 
country's and Empire's call. The best riders and best 
shots, inured to the saddle in many a long cross-country 
gallop after the wily fox ; the steadiest nerves, the toughest 
muscles, the clearest eyes, the warmest hearts, the bravest 
spirits, these have all been in the Imperial Yeomanry, and 
certainly the Dorset Company have contained some of the 
best sons of its soil that Dorset could give. The Imperial 
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Yeomanry by the record of their work [in South Africa, 
have, as a late writer in the Daily Telegraph says, made 
the name of Yeoman for ever glorious in British military 
annals. There was no part of the forces engaged during 
the war which had harder work to do than the Imperial 
Yeomanry. There was none that suffered more. No troops 
were so frequently under fire, and there were none who, 
either individually or collectively, displayed greater courage 
in the face of danger. For over 14 months they have 
borne the fatigue and dangers of a dreadfully trying 
campaign, with a minimum of garrison duty, and under 
varied conditions and in many districts they have earned 
the commendations of every general officer under whom 
they have served. In many cases they were the only 
mounted troops with a column, and this meant inevitably 
that they were always given the post of honour and of 
danger. They had to scout and reconnoitre ; they came 
first in touch with the enemy, and it has again and again 
happened that while the general body of troops in a 
marching column would, maybe, for weeks, not see or hear 
a shot fired, the Yeomanry would be constantly under fire 
and have a daily list of casualties. People at home cannot 
possibly realise the arduous nature of the work which the 
Imperial Yeomanry had to discharge or the gallant and 
uncomplaining way in which it was undertaken. Only a 
few weeks ago an officer of the Guards, writing in a private 
letter home, with reference to the departure of the Yeomanry 
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with whom he had been marching and fighting for a twelve- 
month, said: ** No words of mine can express my admira- 
tion for their skill and courage. Shot at all day and every 
day, they never lost their dash and pluck, although dis- 
plajdng an extraordinary capacity to take up the most 
effective positions in the shortest possible time with the 
least loss to themselves. This, of course, is only gained 
by being continually exposed to an enemy with bullets in 
their rifles. No amount of training at Aldershot or Salis- 
bury Plain with blank ammunition will ever make a soldier, 
or still less a cavalryman." Equally worth quoting is the 
still more recent testimony of Col. A. G. Lucas, D.A.G., 
Imperial Yeomanry, who, making an earnest appeal to 
former employers of Yeoman to take them back in the 
posts which they vacated with such patriotic spirit to serve 
their country at a critical time, says : ** It should be the 
wish and duty of every one to endeavour to help those who 
have in many cases sacrificed so much and gone through 
such great hardship. No branch of His Majesty's forces 
in South Africa has shown greater gallantry or done more 
valuable service than the Imperial Yeomanry, for, out of 
a force of 10,921 officers and men sent out last year, the 
casualties up to date have amounted to 3,390, of which 703 
have been killed or have died of disease, amounting to 
about 30 per cent., which, I believe, is the highest casualty 
percentage in any branch of the forces that have served in 
South Africa.'' 
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LCX)KING BACKWARD. 

The recruiting of the Imperial Yeomanry in Dorset was 
at the start given a smart stimulus by the influential 
County meeting held in the Com Exchange on New Year's 
Day, 1900, when the leading nobility, gentry, and tenantry 
of Dorset rallied to the support of the Lord Lieutenant 
(the Earl of Ilchester), and the magnificent donations made 
towards the equipment fund showed how high the spirit of 
patriotism was running in Dorset, and how determined its 
wealthy men were that, if guineas are indeed the " sinews 
of war,'* the Dorset Yeomanry should not be stunted for 
want of these sinews. Lord Ilchester and Lord Wimbome 
started the golden stream with donations of ;^ 1,000 each, 
Sir Elliott Lees, M.P., who commanded the company, 
besides giving himself, gave ;^50o, and Mr. A. Capper 
Pass offered the same and a charger. Lord Digby gave 
;^300, Mr. W. Colfox (High Sheriff at the time), £250, and 
Colonel Robert Williams, M.P., ;^2oo. Mr. C. E. A. 
George, of Fleet House, undertook to supply each member 
of the company with a pair of binocular field glasses. 
Many smaller contributions were received, and the fund 
swelled fast until it reached the handsome total of ;^ 10,000 
— an amount far greater than that raised by many a larger 
and more populous and wealthy county. Thanks to this 
splendid fund the company were clothed and equipped in 
first-class condition, contributing materially to their health, 
comfort and efficiency. The head-quarters and recruiting 
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centre of the company was fixed at the Artillery Barracks^ 
Dorchester, which happened opportunely to be vacant at 
the time, and which proved most convenient for the 
purpose, with its stabling and sleeping accommodation, its 
riding and exercising ground. Colonel J. R. P. Goodden, 
who then commanded the D.Q.O.Y., was charged with the 
duty of raising and equipping the company, and right 
well, with the assistance of his second in command. Major 
W. E. Brymer, M.P., and the other officers, did he perform 
the duty. With the utmost despatch the recruits were 
examined by the doctor, and having passed the physical 
test, put through their tests in riding and shooting. The 
horses were selected with care, and the soundness and 
suitability of the mounts was shown by the good proportion 
of them that entered Pretoria. In superintending the 
clothing and equipment of the company Major Brymer 
rendered valuable service, special attention being given to 
the quality of the khaki and the underclothing, in view of 
the approaching South African winter. A pair of Colt 
guns were bought, mounted on Lord Dundonald's galloping 
carriages, and also a transport wagon. Owing to shortness 
of time the saddles and bridles of the D.Q.O.Y. were 
"commandeered," to be replaced afterwards in time for 
the annual training, by which time Colonel Brymer had 
succeeded Colonel Goodden in the command of the 
regiment. The company was combined with the Somerset 
and Devon Companies to form the 7th Battalion, under 
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the command of Colonel Helyar, of Taunton, who was 
later the victim of a cold-blooded murder. Captain Percy 
Browne, who had been at first appointed to the command 
of the Dorset Company, was promoted to Major and second 
in command of the battalion, with Captain E. G. Hardy, 
of Nash Court, Mamhull, as Adjutant Then Sir Elliott 
Lees, M.P., was promoted to captain to command the 
company, and the four sections of the company were 
commanded by Captain Cartwright (of Sixpenny Handley), 
Captain Charles P. W. Kindersley (Puddletown), Lieut, 
the Hon. Ivor Guest, M.P. (Canford), and Lieut. R. C. 
Batley (Crewkerne), commanded the gun section. 
Veterinary-Lieut. J. G. Rowe (Weymouth), went out to 
look after the horses. 

The send-off given to the company by the town of 
Dorchester and the county at large comprised a solemn 
service in Holy Trinity Church, at which, the Bishop 
having addressed the men the day before, Archdeacon 
Sowter gave an eloquent and stimulating sermon. Then 
there was a dinner in the Com Exchange, at which the 
company were entertained in common with their comrades, 
the Volunteer Service Company, and the farewell festivities 
included pleasant, well -arranged smoking concerts at the 
Antelope Hotel. The company left Dorchester on Wed- 
nesday evening, the last day of February ; and those who 
were present at the Great Western Railway station are 
never likely to forget the terrific crush and confusion. 
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Amid the strains of the Volunteer band, the firing of 
detonators, and deafening cheers, the company went off, 
en route for the Albert Docks. Here they were joined by 
the companies from Devon and the two from Somerset, 
forming the complete battalion. Horses and men then 
embarked on the transport ** Manchester Merchant,*' and 
sailed for the Cape. 

The company were not kept idle long on landing in 
South Africa. Our readers will remember the indignation 
that was felt in the county at the rumour that the company 
had had their horses taken from them for the use of the 
regular cavalry. Rumour, once more, happily, was a 
" lying jade.'* There was, certainly, an urgent demand 
for remounts at the time to supply the great wastage con- 
sequent on the prodigious forced marches that had been 
performed; and remount officers looked with covetous 
eyes upon the useful hardy nags brought by the Dorsets. 
But Lord Roberts would not for a moment entertain the 
idea of the horses being appropriated by the regulars, and 
declared that the Yeomanry who had come out so well 
horsed and equipped should come to the very front at once. 
And to the front they went, to be engaged continuously in 
marching and fighting from April 14th to May 8th, when 
they entered Bloemfontein, and then to take part in Lord 
Roberts's great forward movement to Pretoria via Kroon- 
stad and Johannesburg. 
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The following Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and 
Men, are believed to be remaining either temporarily or 
permanently in South Africa : — 

Captain V. L. Gordon; Lieut A. E. Churcher, with loth Derby- 
shire Company Imperial Yeomanry ; Lieut. Bragge ; Lieut. E. McEnery^ 
New Imperial Yeomanry; Lieut, and Quartermaster Parson; Lieut. 
Lovell; Lieut. J. Rossiter; Sergt. Cable, Superintendent Government 
Stock Farm, Pretoria ; Sergt. Bond, Transvaal Constabulary ; Sergt. 
T. R. Young, Johannesburg Constabulary ; CorpL Symonds, going to 
Natal farming ; CorpL J. Lithgow, with Superintendent Farms, Pretoria; 
CorpL Homiblow, South African Constabulary; Lce.-CorpL Coates, 
Sanitary Injector ; Lce.-Corpl, A. H. Whittle, Civil Commissioner's 
Ofiice; Lance-CorpL H. M. White, Mgr. Government Stock Farm, 
Olifantsfontein ; Lce.-CorpL Younghusband, Remount Depot, Krugers- 
dorp ; Trooper W. Everett, New Imperial Yeomanry ; Trooper Hussey, 
Johannesburg Police ; Trooper Lockyer, jun., Transvaal Constabulary, 
Pretoria; Trooper Major, Transvaal Constabulary, Pretoria; Trooper 
Poynter, Mining Right Department, Johannesburg ; Trooper Sammons, 
South African Constabulary ; Trooper Thomas, transferred to Sth New 
Zealand Contingent; Troopers Vickers, Witcher, and C E. Young, 
Johannesburg Police; Trooper S. Norris, Remount Depot, Elands- 
fontein ; Trooper A. C. B. Clarke, Lancaster Remount Depot, Krugers- 
dorp. 

The following Non-Commissioned Officers and Men were 
as stated below on May loth, 1901 : — 

Corporal Bridle, I.Y.H. Johannesburg; Lce.-CpL Pope, Convalescent 
Camp, Elandsf ontein ; Trooper M. Clark, Elandsf ontein ; Trooper W. 
T. Crew, I.Y.H. Dealf ontein ; Trooper D. Dorey, Convalescent, Pretoria ; 
Trooper Hall, Detail Camp, Krugersdorp ; Trooper W. T. Hellyar, Na 
9, General Ho^ital, Bloemfontein ; Trooper Hoddinott, I.Y.H. Deal- 
f ontein ; Trooper R. W. Inkpen, Ebndsfontein ; Trooper Lockyer, sea 
No. I, General Ho^ital, Wynberg; Trooper Norman, I.Y.H. Pretoria; 
Trooper Radcliff e. Hospital, Wynberg ; Trooper H. D. Tozer, Hospital, 
Pretoria; Trooper Thome, I.Y.H. Dealfontein; Trooper A. Walters, 
Detail Camp, Elandsfontein ; Trooper J. Everit, down country. 
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PREPARATIONS FOR RECEIVING THE 
YEOMANRY. 

Since the Mayor stated in the Town Council-chamber 
about three weeks ago that the Dorset Imperial Yeomanry 
who had gone to the war were on their way home, and 
would in all probability arrive at Weymouth, the head- 
quarters of the Dorset Yeomanry, for their discharge, not 
only the town but also the county at large have been look- 
ing forward with considerable interest to the homecoming 
of the Dorset men who have rendered such valuable service 
in South Africa. In order to give them a right hearty 
welcome the task was delegated to a committee, consisting 
of the Mayor, Aldermen Templeman, Lovell and Groves, 
Councillors Morris, Crickmay and Mumford, who were 
appointed to undertake the work, and through their exer- 
tions, so far as the town is concerned, have rendered a good 
account of their stewardship, and the 26th Company of the 
Dorset Imperial Yeomanry will not very quickly forget the 
reception which was accorded to them. In February of 
last year Weymouth gave the officers and men a splendid 
send-off by entertaining them to dinner at the Hotel 
Burdon, under the presidency of the then Mayor (Mr. B. 
Morris, ) followed by a smoking concert, when the prevail- 
ing sentiment was •• Good luck, God speed, and a safe 
return.'* In every respect this wish has been accomplished, 
and now after an absence of nearly 18 months, the gallant 
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Yeomen of Dorset are again in their own county, and 
honour is accorded them on all hands as befitting these 
warriors who have fought so well for King and Empire. 

The arrival of the Hawarden Castle, in which the Im- 
perial Yeomanry voyaged from South Africa, was expected 
at Southampton on Monday, and there were various reports 
respecting the steamer having reached her destination ; but 
nothing definite was known until a couple of telegrams were 
posted in one of the windows of the head -quarters of the 
Yeomanry. The first of these was to Colonel Brymer, 
M.P., who has the honour of commanding the Dorset 
Regiment of Yeomanry, and was as follows : — 

** Hawarden Castle passed Ushant at 2.30 this afternoon. She can- 
not land men now until to-morrow morning." 

A second message was as follows from Southampton : — 

** To Adjutant, Dorset Yeomanry, Weymouth. Hawarden Castle due 
here to-morrow morning. Special trains here 10.30, arriving about 
13.30 Weymouth.— KiNDERSLEY." 

On receipt of this information the Mayor issued the 
following notice for the information of the general 
public : — 

"The Yeomanry will arrive at the railway station, Weymouth, 12.30 
p.m. ; reception by the Mayor and Corporation and inhabitants at the 
King's Statue, i.o p.m. ; thanksgiving service at St Mary's Church, 2.0 
p,m. ; public luncheon at the Sidney Hall, 3.0 p.m." 

The Mayor had issued a notice requesting the inhabitants 
to decorate their houses in honour of the return home of 
the Yeomanry, and early on Tuesday morning they set to 
work in such good earnest that the streets were a mass of 
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flags and other kinds of decorations. The public decora- 
tions consisted of the Esplanade, Pier, and Gardens being 
decorated with flags, shields, and bunting, the lamp-posts 
with small flags and shields, and rows of small flags on 
each side of the streets leading from the railway station to 
the Statue. On entering King Street from the railway 
station there was a string of flags spanning the road, in 
the centre of which were the words ''Welcome," and on 
the other ** Bravo, Dorsets." Outside the Conservative 
Club in white letters on a purple ground was the greeting 
** Welcome, D.I.Y/' At the top of the street turning into 
the front was another line of flags, in the centre of which 
were the words ** For King and Empire." The houses on 
the route to the Statue were very gay and presented a 
charming appearance. At the Statue there was a platform, 
and at the back tiers of carpeted seats, above which was 
the greeting ** A hearty welcome to the Dorset Imperial 
Yeomanry." The principal decoration was to be seen in 
St. Mary Street, this being the route from the reception to 
the thanksgiving service at the Parish Church. Line after 
line of flags spanned the street, householders vieing with 
each other in decorating, and at intervals were the words 
in bold letters across the street, flanked on each side with 
flags, of the actions in which the men of the Dorset con- 
tingent of the Imperial Yeomanry had taken part, such as 
**Wepener," ''Vaal," •' Johannesburg," and "Pretoria." 
From the bottom of St. Mary Street to the Bridge there 
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was an abundant display of flags and bunting. As this 
was the way to the Sidney Hall, where the luncheon was 
provided, there was a great display of flags and banners. 
Stretched across the entrance to the Bridge were the 
words **God Save the King/' and between the lines of 
flags were **V.R., Welcome to our D.I.Y., E.R.'* 
" Diamond Hill," •• Boschfontein," •^Magaliesburg,*' and 
*' Gatsrand.'* **Mafeking Day*' was celebrated for the 
manner in which the inhabitants generally decorated their 
houses, but the return of the Dorset contingent of the 
Imperial Yeomanry was of a far more demonstrative char- 
acter. Husbands and sons were returning after a long 
period of active service, and it was felt that everyone must 
loyally respond to give them such a reception as they 
thoroughly well deserved. The weather was magnificent, 
and every circumstance tended to give klat to the welcom- 
ing home of the brave sons of Dorset ; it was indeed a 
worthy recognition of the services of the **men home from 
the war." And it was fitting, too, that Weymouth, where 
the parent regiment has for so many years held its annual 
training, should be the scene of welcoming home her noble 
daughter, the company of Imperial Yeomanry. 
THE RECEPTION AT WEYMOUTR 
The **Hawarden Castle" came into Southampton 
harbour on Monday night, and the company disembarked 
at 8.30 on Tuesday morning. It had been announced that 
the company would reach Weymouth by the ordinary South 
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Western Railway train, arriving at 12.30; but they came 
by a special consisting of a couple of coaches and a 
guard's van, which steamed into the station amid the 
huzzas of the people just after the hour of noon. 

When the khaki-clad Yeomen alighted on the platform 
they were received and welcomed by Colonel J. R. P. 
Goodden, who was in command of the D.Q.O.Y. when 
they went out and was charged with the duty of forming 
and equipping the company and sending them off. The 
men were looking fairly well; but, when one observed 
closely, one could see, or fancied one saw, beneath 
the veneer of sunburn and robustness bestowed by the 
health-giving voyage home, traces of the hardships and 
sufferings that they had gone through, the legacies of 
many a long march and many a hard fight on the shortest 
of commons or none at all. Captain Batley still limped 
from the effect of the Boer bullet which gave him a crack 
on the knee outside Pretoria. Besides Col. Percy Browne 
and Captain Batley, the third officer returning with the 
company was Veterinary-Lieutenant Rowe. The large 
number of officers and men of the 26th Company Imperial 
Yeomanry who have already returned home, invalided or 
for other reasons, had donned their khaki again, and were 
at the station to welcome their old comrades back and to 
rejoin them for the day. There were Captain Sir Elliott 
Lees, Bart., M.P., of L3rtchett, who for months commanded 
the company, Lieut. -Colonel J. D. Mansel; of Smedmore, 
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who commanded the gun section, Capt Charles Kindersley, 
of Puddletown, Lieut. J. B. H. Goodden (Col. Goodden's 
son), and Lieut. R. Cave, who won his commission during the 
campaign (and who, by the bye, was in mufti, wearing a 
suit of light grey and a round felt " bowler'* hat). It was 
a happy re-union, and the occasion of much congratulation. 
The Queen's Own Yeomanry had been paraded for the 
day to welcome the company back to the ranks from which 
it sprang. Colonel W. E. Brymer, M.P., was in command, 
and the officers present were Colonel J. R. P. Goodden 
(retired). Major J. K. D. Wingfield Digby, M.P. (second 
in command), Major M. Scott Williams, Captains T. A. 
Colfox, Troyte-BuUock, and the Earl of Shaftesbury, Lieut. 
E. S. Drax, Surgeon-Captain W. Rendall, Surgeon-Lieut. 
Daniell, Veterinary-Lieut. GoUedge, and Retired Surgeon- 
Lieut. -Colonel Daniell. Every troop of the D.Q.O.Y. was 
well represented. The fine band of the Manchester 
Regiment from the Verne, Portland, was present, and as 
the company marched round from the arrival platform to 
the station yard they played " The Soldiers of the Queen," 
a tune which is equally applicable to our doughty cam- 
paigners now that they have become ** Soldiers of the 
King.** For some unexplained reason the bands of Nos. 
7 and 8 Companies, ist D.V.A., which had been expected 
to take part in playing the company from the station to 
the King's Statue, did not make their appearance. King 
Street was choked with people ; but the police kept order 
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well, and the Dorset Yeomanry guarded the route through 
which their brethern of the khaki cloth marched. The 
commodious Soldiers' and Sailors' Home, conveniently 
close to the station, had been placed at the disposal of the 
company by the consideration of the management, and 
here, as there was nearly an hour to spare, the men 
refreshed themselves with a **wash and brush up'* before 
the march to the King's Statue for the municipal 
reception. 

About a quarter to one the Mayor and Corporation in 
their State robes walked in procession up St. Mary Street, 
and took their stand on the front of the ample platform. 
They were preceded by Chief Constable Eacock and the 
town sergeants carrying their maces. His Worship the 
Mayor (Councillor John Bagg) walked with the Rector of 
Melcombe Regis (the Rev. J. L. G. Hadow), and was 
supported by the ex-Mayor (Councillor B. Morris), the 
Town Clerk (Sir Richard Howard), Aldermen G. B. Wels- 
ford, T. J. Templeman, J. T. Lovell, and C. Jesty; 
Councillors E. V. de Meric, W. P. de Gex, E. L. Chave, 
T. Honebon, F. Sefton Smith, G. Mumford, E. N. Prid- 
more, W. Rogers, J. Laven H. J. Miller, A. C. Higgs, 
A. Hallett, A. M. Moore, R. C. Watts, W. Gregory, H. A. 
Hurdle, C. A. Colmer, T. Wallis, and S. Froom, with the 
Borough Surveyor (Mr. W. B. Morgan), and the Committee 
Clerk (Mr. W. R. WaUis). 

No better place for an imposing reception could there 
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well be than the broad plaza between the Esplanade and 
the houses in front of the King's Statue. The spacious 
square marked out by the Venetian masts and lines of 
fluttering pennons overhead was kept by solid walls of 
martial humanity. Facing the sea was a party of about 
50 bluejackets from H.M.S. Revenge, the guardship in 
Portland Roads, under the command of Lieut. Loring and 
Gunner Dicks, and a contingent of 55 of the Royal Marine 
Light Infantry from the same vessel, commanded by Lieut. 
Maxwell. Alongside of them stood the Weymouth College 
Cadet Corps, numbering 60, with their officers, Captain 
Falkner and Lieut. Williams. The line was completed by 
a party of the Weymouth Fire Brigade, 14 strong, under 
Captain Courtenay and Lieut. Fooks. On the Esplanade 
side the guard keeping the ground consisted of the ist 
D.V.A. and E Co.. ist V.B.D.R. Nos. 7 and 8 Companies, 
ist D.V.A,, mustered 73, under the command of Captain 
Cowdell Barrett, with the Wyke detachment under Surgeon- 
Major Key. Captain Thompson and Lieut. Eaton com- 
manded the Portland Volunteer Artillery, who numbered 
95. The Volunteer Rifles, under Major H. Tizard George 
and Captain H. J. Groves, also numbered about 90. 
Between the Artillery and Rifle Volunteers the dark uni- 
forms were sharply bisected by the light khaki of half-a- 
dozen members of the Volunteer Service Company lately 
returned. 

Many officers, naval, military, and volunteer, were also 
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present by the platform besides those attached to the 
companies and detachments mentioned. Among them 
were Captain Wake, of H.M.S. Agincourt, Lieut. New- 
come, and the Rev. — Ingles, chaplain of H.M.S. 
Minotaur, Sub-Lieutenant Bidwell, Surgeon Dudding, and 
Midshipman Brooke, of H.M.S. Seaflower, and Midshipman 
Bashford, of H.M.S. Wanderer, Colonel Childers, R.E., 
commanding the district, Major Hodder, R.E., Captain 
Rudyerd, from the Dorset Regimental Dep6t, Colonel 
G. P. Symes, commanding the ist D.V.A., Majors J. E. 
Crickmay and J. Howard Bo wen. and Lieut. Lano, of the 
same corps. Captain H. L. Kitson, who commanded the 
Dorset Volunteer Service Company, and Major H. S. 
Williams, commanding C Company, ist V.B.D.R. 

Thus army, navy, and auxiliary forces were all three 
represented, and almost every branch of them with a 
unanimity of purpose that did well-merited honour to the 
Imperial Yeomanry. 

The Mayor was supported by the chief magistrates of 
the county town and one other Dorset borough which is to 
be closely connected with the Yeomanry, namely. Alderman 
G. Davis (Mayor of Dorchester) and Mr. A. H. Hillyer 
(Mayor of Blandford), the former wearing his chain of office. 

Among the occupants of the platform were many ladies, 
including Mrs. J. R. P. Goodden, also the Rev. J. Miller 
(Head Master of Weymouth College), the Rev. J. H. 
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Douglas (rector of Bradford Peverell), Dr. J. Macpherson 
Lawrie, Messrs. R. D. Thornton, A. Pope, C. Mercer, E. 
Groves, R. R. Talbot, and many prominent townsmen. 

Shortly after one o'clock, the hour appointed for the 
reception, the joyful strains of the Manchester band, mingled 
with the cheering of the surging crowd, proclaiming the 
approach of the company and the Queen's Own. The 
procession was headed by two mounted policemen, whose 
prancing steeds readily cleared a passage for the proces- 
sion. As they drew near, the scene was one of unprece- 
dented vivacity and enthusiasm. The troops of all arms, 
with a framework of civilians, filled the broad road. The 
Esplanade was crowded, and the windows of all the houses 
around were alive with eager faces. Above the music — 
above the strains of the " Swannee River," played by the 
Manchester's bugle band — ^rose the unintermittent cheers 
of the delighted populace, while the whole wide sea of 
seething life flickered with waving handkerchiefs. 

The Imperial Yeomanry, headed by Colonel Browne, 
tall, bronzed, and handsome, marched right up to the front 
of the platform, and there drew up facing the municipal 
dignitaries. At the same time the Queen's Own halted in 
the background and formed the fourth side of the square 
of soldiery. One could not help observing the picturesque 
variety in the uniform of the Yeomanry. Khaki is a colour 
of many tones and shades, and the differences of hue are 
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accentuated by varieties of texture in the cloth. Then the 
headgear, while Colonel Browne and Captain Batley wore 
helmets, Veterinary-Lieut Rowe had a pe«iked cap; and 
the men, with the exception of a few forage caps, affected 
the characteristic slouch hat, smartened with its scarlet 
cockade and ornament of plume of feathers, while several 
added the adornment of a small plume or tuft The non- 
coms/ chevrons, too, were quite varied, and one man at 
least, had his corporal's stripes fastened to his shoulder 
strap. One officer would be wearing a Sam Browne belt, 
while others were free from such trappings, and the differ- 
ence of hue in the leather bandoliers increased the individual 
variety. 

The Mayor, descending from the platform, advanced to 
the company, shook hands with the officers and congratu- 
lated them on their safe return, and then walked down the 
ranks shaking hands with every man. After this he re- 
mounted the platform, and, the bugle having sounded 
** Stand at ease,*' 

" The Mayor said : My Lord, Colonel Brymer, officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, and men of the Imperial forces, ladies and gentlemen, — 
As Mayor of this ancient and loyal borough it is my privilege to-day to 
welcome home to Weymouth our brave defenders who have returned from 
South Africa. It is now 16 months since you left this our county of 
Dorset to serve your Queen and country in South Africa, there to die if 
necessary for the honour and glory of your country. From that day until 
now let me assure you our thoughts and prayers have ever followed you, 
and to-day these prayers have been answered, and you are returned home 
to receive from your fellow-countrymen their sincere thanks and admiration 
for all the grand work you have done and endured for the good of this 
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great Empire. We have heard from day to day and week by week of the 
grand work you have done, and aa one of your brave officers said in 
writing home. *I cannot find words to express my admiration for their 
skill and courage.' With pride we learnt that you were with the advance 
guard to Pretoria, under that noble and great soldier, Lord Roberts. You 
were in many engagements, a few of which I will mention, such as 
Wepener, Johannesburg, Diamond Hill, Pretoria, Boschfontein, and many 
others, and we are glad to know that you fought through these engagements, 
led by your gallant Colonel Browne and Captain Sir Elliott Lees, in a 
manner which will ever give credit to the regiment of this county. Now, 
as Mayor of this ancient and loyal borough — I may say royal borough — 
with which your regiment has been associated for so many years, it is my 
privilege to welcome you to this borough, and we hope in the future as in 
the past, we may be honoured by your regiment's annual visit, headed by 
your gallant Colonel Brymer, for your annual training, and we promise to 
give you such a hearty welcome from year to year as it is possible to give. 
I trust every one of you may be spared in health and strength to enjoy 
the rest which you have so well earned, and that at your next annual 
training we may see you here in health and strength. We will do all we 
can in our power to give you a hearty welcome and make the ten days as 
enjoyable as possible. I will not detain you longer now, but ask you to 
receive the address you are about to receive from me on behalf of the 
inhabitants of Weymouth. I assure you we feel exceedingly proud of you 
and of your regiment to-day, and thank you from our hearts for the grand 
service you have rendered in South Africa on behalf of this county and 
our Empire. (Applause.) I now call for three cheers for the King. 
(These were given, the band of the Manchester Regiment playing ' God 
Save the King,'") 

The Mayor then led off •• Three cheers for the Imperial 

Yeomanry,*' after which he read an address of welcome and 

congratulation, a copy of which was presented to each 

member of the 26th Company Dorset Imperial Yeomanry. 

The text of the address was as follows : — 

" We, the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of the borough of Weymouth 
and Melcombe Regis, desire to offer to you a most cordial welcome home 
and our earnest congratulations on the distinguished services rendered to 
your country. We venture to say that in no part of the county has a 
keener interest been taken in the war in which you were engaged than in 
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this borough. In no place were the despatches relating to you read with 
keener interest, contending as you were against great odds and almost 
insurmountable difficulties ; and when the news came that you, as forming a 
part of Lord Roberts's centre column, were among the first to cross the Vaal 
into the Transvaal, the whole county gave way to rejoicings at the fact 
that her sons had the good fortune to so distinguish themselves. In wish- 
ing you our hearty congratulations on your safe return, through God's 
Providence, we trust that you may be granted health and strength by Him 
to further serve your King and £mpire should the necessity arise. 

"Richard Nicholas Howard, Town CUrk,^^ 

"John Bagg. Mayor. 
"24th June, 1901." 

The Mayor, in continuation, said : — 

" I ask you to receive from me a copy of this address which, although 
small in itself, proves that we as Weymouthians, and on behalf of the 
County of Dorset, value exceedingly your services in South Africa. (Loud 
applause)/' 

The officers stepped forward first to receive their 
addresses, and then the men filed past the Mayor. The 
appearance of Homiblow, the well-known Weymouth foot- 
baller, evoked applause and cries of ** Buck up, Homy.'* 
While his Worship was handing to each Officer and man 
of the 26th Company the address, which was handsomely 
printed on a very stout parchment paper, the band played 
** The Soldiers of the Queen." It was a curious coincidence 
that, although the precise number of the recipients had not 
been known, there were exactly enough copies of the 
address for them, but not a single one over. 

THE THANKSGIVING SERVICE. 
The presentation being ended the Mayor and Corpora- 
tion and their retinue descended from the platform, and, 
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escorted by the police and Fire Brigade, led the way to St. 
Mary's Church for the thanksgiving service. The band 
struck up "Tommy Atkins/' and the military followed, 
making a long, varied, and imposing procession. The 
post of honour was of course given to the Imperial Yeo- 
manry. After them marched the " Handy men " and their 
comrades, the Marines. Then came the Queen's Own, the 
Volunteer Artillery, and the Rifle Volunteers, with the 
Service Company members in the front rank, while the 
College Cadets brought up the rear. St. Mary Street was 
packed with people, and cheering burst out anew as the 
procession proceeded on its way. Almost the whole of the 
body of the church was devoted to the accommodation of 
the representatives of the Army, Navy, and Imperial forces. 
The galleries were thronged, even those above the organ 
being filled. The seating of the Yeomanry, Artillery, and 
Rifles was admirably carried out, thanks to the good offices 
of the gentlemen who undertook that task. The service 
was announced to take place at two o'clock, but as the 
proceedings at the public reception were somewhat shorter 
than was expected the service commenced a little earlier. 
It was a grand sight to see such a congregation at St. 
Mary's, and especially to hear the swelling volume of sound 
in the responses and singing. The officiating clergy were 
the Rev. J. L. G. Hadow (rector and chaplain to the Cor- 
poration), Rev. Dr. Weldon (vicar of Holy Trinity), and 
the Rev. A. S. Cook (curate in charge of Christ Church). 
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The service commenced by singing the well-known hymn 
*'A11 people that on earth do dwell/* The Rev. A. S. 
Cook took the first part of the service, the General Confes- 
sion, Absolution, and Lord's Prayer, after which Psalms 
cxxlv. and cxxv. were chanted. The Rector read the 
Lesson, taken from Joshua xxii., i-6. The Te Deum was 
then sung, after which the Vicar of Holy Trinity conducted 
the remainder of the prayers. The hymn before the sermon 
was ** Praise the Lord ; ye Heavens adore Him.*' 

The Rector, the Rev. J. L. G. Hadow, was the preacher. 

He selected as his text — 

Joshua xxii., 5 and 6 — " Therefore now return ye, and get you into your 
tents and unto the land of your possession which Moses, the Servant of the 
Lord, gave you on the other side of Jordan. But take diligent heed to do 
the commandment and the law, which Moses, the Servant of the Lord, 
charged you, to love the Lord your God, and to walk in all His ways, and 
to keep His commandments, and to cleave unto him, and to serve Him 
with all your heart and with all your souL" 

The Preacher said : — 

" This is a day, brethren, which will long be remembered in Weymouth 
— I may say the whole of Dorset — a day on which we are permitted to give 
a hearty welcome home to the 26th (Dorset) Company of the Impeiial 
Yeomanry. It is right and fitting that after receiving, as you have already 
done, a welcome from the Mayor, Corporation, and inhabitants of the 
borough, you should meet in this parish church, where many of you have 
been wont to meet for the worship of God from year to year at your annual 
training ; and not only do we on such an occasion congratulate you with 
all our hearts on your safe arrival, but we are mindful, too, that there are 
present with us the Weymouth members of the Dorset Volunteer Service 
Company, and your home-coming marks a period in a task which has been 
one of the longest and most difficult any nation has undertaken. We 
cannot fail to recall the fact that 15 or 16 months ago, when you went out 
at the call of your country to South Africa, and nearly 150 from Dorset 



Digitized by 



Google 



246 Records of the Dorset Yeomanry. 

responded to the call at a time when the British anny needed reinforce- 
ments, £ngland summoned the manhood of the country for the reUef of 
her army. The summons was nobly responded to, and from this county 
and every county, yea from every town and village, picked men went out, 
leaving their situations and occupations, and those they loved dearest and 
best, to take their places in Une with the regular forces of the land. This 
is a thing I do not think we shall ever forget. There is nothing hke it in 
the history of our Empire ; and now to-day we welcome home the members 
of our Dorset Yeomanry who have played their part during the past 15 
months so manfully and with so much honour to their country, their 
county, and themselves. And you intend that their welcome shall be 
most hearty. But beyond all this our hearts to-day are full of thankful- 
ness to Almighty God that He has heard our prayers — prayers which have 
been offered up in private, prayers in this church and in this land, for the 
preservation of those valuable lives which have been so freely and nobly 
risked for the honour of their country. We thank God to-day that He in 
His mercy has seen fit to preserve during a long and arduous campaign, 
with the exception of four who fell victims to the climate out of the 150. 
We congratulate you upon your safety, and trust your future life will be 
one of true happiness and prosperity. This is the first time probably, as 
most of you know, that our Volunteers, and you of the Dorset Yeomanry, 
have fought side by side with the Regulars of our Army, and you have 
done nobly and well, as the despatches of our Generals from time to time 
have testified, and whilst our country thanks you for what you have done 
— and especially your own county — we do not forget, and I am sure you 
do not forget, that to God who ruleth above we ascribe all the glory. 

'* In the passage of Scripture which was read from the Lesson to-day we 
heard that the 40,000 waniors who had so nobly fulfilled their early 
promise received the public thanks of the great leader, Joshua. He praises 
them and gives them advice. He bids them * cleave unto the Lord.' He 
says, ' Turn ye and get you into your tents, only take diligent heed to do the 
commandment of the Lord.' He expressed also in the name of the congre- 
gation his fervent desire that they should have much cattle, silver, gold, 
brass, and iron, with very much raiment, words and wishes which they most 
certainly deserved. These are the words and wishes which we repeat to 
you, and you deserve them. The sword is laid aside for the olive branch, 
and we trust that the war in which you have acquitted yourselves so bravely 
will soon be a thing of the past. Only remember one thing ; you have 
fought nobly and successfully against the Boers ; you have now a worse 
enemy to fight against, sin and Satan, which is as real an enemy as the 
Boers are. You know what they are, and surely you know what he is. 
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There is no discharge in that warfare. Only let us be strong and of good 
courage to show ourselves men and fight, and then we shall be able to say 
' Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ' The two remaining hymns were, * O God, our help in ages past ' 
and ' God Save our Gracious King.' " 

LUNCHEON AT THE SIDNEY HALL. 

Leaving Church the soldiery marched across the bridge 
to the Sidney Hall for luncheon, the streets, gay with a 
profusion of flags, resounding with the music of the band. 
The G.W.R. Company's steamboats and those of Messrs. 
Cosens and Co. were brightly dressed with flags, as well as 
other shipping in the harbour. And all along the route 
from the bridge to the hall the Yeomen read familiar names 
writ large on banners stretched overhead across the road — 
the names of the various engagements in which they took 
part. Besides the Imperial Yeomanry and the Queen's 
Own, the Mayor entertained the Weymouth members of 
the Volunteer Service Company and a large number of 
military and civilian guests, and others interested in the 
event were able to join the company on purchasing a ticket. 
The interior of the palatial hall presented a strikingly gay 
and festive appearance. The responsibility of catering for 
a party of 450 was entrusted to Mr. Sefton Smith, of the 
Hotel Burdon, which is the headquarters of the Yeomanry 
during their stay in Weymouth. It is needless to say that 
in Mr. Smith's capable hands everything was carried out 
most satisfactorily, and reflected the utmost credit upon 
his management. The banqueting hall was charmingly 
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decorated. Mr. S. J. Fowler, managing director of Messrs. 
Cosens and Co , had undertaken the adornment of the roof 
with a fine array of flags, and the Deputy-Mayor (Council- 
lor B. Morris), whose reputation for decorative work stands 
so high, had sent a large staff of assistants to carry out the 
adornment of the walls and tables. Festoons of art muslin 
in red, white, and blue were displayed so tastefully as to 
produce a charming effect. At the entrance as well as 
inside the hall the floral decorations were of a most attrac- 
tive character, consisting of banks of palms, ferns, and 
flowers, very tastefully arranged. From the gas standards 
small Union Jacks were suspended. The front of the 
gallery was decorated with art muslin in the three national 
colours. A noticeable feature of the decorations was the 
series of inscriptions affixed to the walls, representing the 
names of the Dorset Imperial Yeomanry Officers and of 
some of the places where the Company distinguished them- 
selves. 

The following list reminded one of the many gallant 

Officers of all ranks, whose names will ever be honourably 

associated with the Imperial Yeomanry of Dorset : — 

Lieut.-Colonel Percy Browne, Lieut.-Colonel Mansel, Captain Sir Elliott 
Lees, Captain Batley, Captain Kindcrsley, Captain Hardy, Captain Cart- 
wright, Captain Gordon, Lieut the Hon. Ivor Guest, Lieut. Cave, Lieut. 
Lovell, and Veterinary Major Rowe. 

The topographical names were : — 

Vaal, Wepener, Johannesburg, Diamond Hill, Pretoria, Boschfontein, 
and Magaliesberg. 
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The head table, at which the Mayor presided, supported 
by the principal guests of the day, ran from end to end of 
the hall on the left side, and at right angles to it a long 
series of tables were ranged. The tables were laid in tip- 
top style. The spotless napery, the sparkling china, cutlery, 
and glass, and the artistic productions of the ^A^ received 
the needful finishing touches of an elegant luncheon board 
in the lovely arrangement of flowers and the bright artistic 
menu cards. These printed in colours by Mr. H. Wheeler, 
were admirable specimens of typographical taste, and 
deserved to be taken away after the luncheon, as indeed 
many of them were, as mementoes of the historic occasion. 
The front page was adorned with crossed Union Jacks 
under the loyal utterance ** God Save the King," and also 
bore the arms of the borough of Weymouth printed in 
gold. On the other side appeared two tablets, contrasting 
most agreeably the past with the present. The one was 
inscribed "Send off, February 3rd, 1900. B. Morris, 
Mayor. Wishing you God speed." The other was in- 
scribed ''Welcome Home, June 25th, 1901, John Bagg, 
Mayor. For our King and country. Well done ! " The 
tables were further graced by the appearance of ladies 
among the guests, gay in light midsummer attire, and with 
gay hearts, too, some of them welcoming relatives home. 
When the Mayor entered the hall, accompanied by the 
officers of the Yeomanry and the other principal guests, the 
company received them with loud applause. The Mayor's 
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position in the middle of the long head table was dignified 
by the glittering maces placed crosswise upon the board, 
and by the presence of his attendant henchmen the town 
sergeants. Colonel Percy Browne sat on his Worship's 
right, and Colonel Brymer, M.P., on his left. 

The other occupants of the head table included the Rev. J. Li G. 
Hadow (Mayor's Chaplain), Colonel J. R. P. Goodden, CapUin Sir Elliott 
Lees, M.P., Captain the Earl of Shaftesbury, Colonel Caledon P. Egerton, 
commanding the 39th Regimental district at Dorchester, Lieut.-Colonel L. 
H. Paget, commanding the Chestnut Troop, R.H.A., at Dorchester, 
Colonel Childors, RE., Colonel Steel, Colonel G. P. Symes, Major Hodder, 
the Deputy Mayor (Councillor B. Morris), the Town Clerk (Sir R. N. 
Howard), Commander Wake, H.M.S. Agincourt, Captain C. Kindersley, 
Captain R. C, Batley, Lieut« Cave, Veterinary- Major Rowe, the Rev. Dr. 
L B. Weldon, the Mayor of Dorchester (Alderman G. Davis), Major 
Wingfield Digby, M.P., Major M. Scott Williams, Major J. E. Crickmay, 
Major J. E. Howard Bowen, Major H. T. George, Major H. S. Williams, 
Captain Hardress Stevenson and Captain Rudyerd, of the Dorchester 
Depdt, CapUin D. Bramwell, Officers of H.M,S. Revenge and Seaflower, 
Captain Skey, R.E., Captain H. L Kitson,who commanded the Volunteer 
Service Company, Lieut. Du Port, A Battery, R.H.A., Lieut. Ruse, R.E., 
Captain H. J. Groves, Mr, C. E. A, George, Lieut J. B. H. Goodden, 
Captain Gordon, Aldermen G. B. Welshford and J. T, Lovell, Mr. J. Lano, 
Lieut. Lano, &c, 

Grace was said by the Rector. The following was the 
menu of the excellent luncheon served under Mr. Sefton 
Smith's supervision : — 

Salmon, ravigotte sauce, cucumber. Roast lamb, mint sauce, roast ribs 
of beef ; galantine of veal, pressed beef, veal and ham pies, chaud froid of 
chicken, York hams, ox tongues, roast chicken and cress, potatoes, salad. 
Fruit tarts, blanc manges, liqueur jellies, compote of fruits. Cheese. Salad, 

An abundance of choice wines accompanied the repast. 
While luncheon was in progress a delightful programme of 
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music was discoursed by a string band of the Season 
Band, stationed in the orchestral balcony and conducted 
by Bandmaster Armstrong. When luncheon was at an 
end 

The Mayor said that the first toast he had to propose was that of " His 
Majesty the King," one which was well received by every body of English- 
men, and to-day he felt it would be received with greater enthusiasm than 
before, seeing that many present would drink it for the first time upon 
English soil, (The toast was most loyally received). The Mayor sub- 
mitted the next toast, *' Queen Alexandra, the Duke and Duchess of 
Cornwall and York, and the rest of the Royal Family." He remarked that 
no words from him were necessary to recall this toast to their notice. 
Everyone knew the good qualities of Queen Alexandra as a Queen, wife, 
and mother. As for the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York, they 
were exceedingly proud that they had been obedient to the call of duty, 
and thought their visit would be the means of uniting that tie of love with 
our colonies, and would be the means of bringing glory to this country. All 
knew it would be a great sacrifice for the Yeomen to leave home and 
children and go to South Africa, but everyone admired the noble way in 
which they had done their duty. 

Mr. C. E. A. George proposed the next toast, " The Navy and Imperial 
Forces," one which he said was of peculiar interest to them all. This was 
a red letter day for the Imperial Forces, Respecting the Navy he said 
that England required a strong Navy to keep command of the seas j not 
only to control the jealousies of foreign nations, but also to keep in touch 
with the Colonies, which had been so well exemplified lately, so that their 
trade and commerce should not suffer. All wished success to the Navy. 
They all remembered the " handy man," who had so well played his part 
at Ladysmith, and the glorious names from Nelson downwards. What was 
wanted, and what the country asked for of any Government, apart from 
politics, was a Minister who should administer the Navy simply for the 
good of the State alone, and provide men to fill their ships and go from 
ocean to ocean throughout the world. As for the Imperial forces, there 
were so many of them that he would not attempt to enumerate all who 
had gone from these shores. If this war had been of no other use, it had 
been the means of cultivating a feeling of brotherhood between the Mother 
Country and the Colonies. He had no doubt the Yeomanry before him 
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had seen colonists from New Zealand and Australia, had found what good 
fellows they were, and that they all more or less belonged to one family. 
It was of enormous advantage to know that the British race was spreading 
throughout the entire world. He had peculiar pleasure in proposing the 
toast of the Army and Navy, because as swallows were habingers of 
summer, so the red coats, blue coats, and khaki costumes, were harbingers 
of freedom and good government Some one might say '* But the Boers 
were free." That was not so ; they were only free for themselves and did 
not consider other people. Theirs was a selfish freedom, and other people 
were downtrodden, but wherever the British flag went, and the IBritish 
soldier and sailor were seen, there people were treated on the same lines as 
themselves. That was the reason why British influence would prosper 
under the Army and Navy at the present time. After a few more remarks 
Mr. George again submitted the toast, which was most heartily received. 

Commander Ware, of H.M.S. Agincourt, a breezy jolly sailor of the 
true British type, responded for the navy in a humorous speech, which, in 
any case brief, was made the briefer by the prolonged laughter and 
applause of the company. He modestly disclaimed the right to respond 
for the navy on that occasion, being only the captain of a training ship, 
whereas surely the duty ought to have fallen to an admiral of the fleet at 
least. However, as showing that the commander of a training ship is a 
man of some importance, he added that twelve or fourteen thousand boys 
had passed through his hands during the last three years. 

Colonel Egerton, commanding the 39th Regimental District, responded 
for the army. He was glad to see the toast worded " The Navy, Army, 
and Imperial Forces," and not ** The Navy, Army, and Auxiliary Forces," 
for the army was a very small thing compared with the Imperial Forces to 
whom they owed so much in this present war. He knew that they were 
all waiting most impatiently for the toast of the afternoon, " The health 
of the 26th Company, Imperial Yeomamry," so he would not detain them 
any longer, but merely thank them for the kind way in which the toast had 
been proposed and received. (Applause.) 

Colonel Brymsr, M.P., who met with a very cordial reception, responded 
for the auxiliary forces. He said : I do not know why I have been received 
with acclamations, because only a few months ago it was laid to my charge 
that I did not go out to the war, and ought to have gone. But some of 
us are too old in the tooth, too cripply, and white headed to go on active 
service abroad. (Laughter.) However, we have tried to do our duty at 
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home. The Dorset Yeomanry had been in existence for more than a 
century, having been raised in 1792 by Dorset men, of Dorset farmers 
simply and solely, to protect their country. It was brought up to the 
strength of nearly 500. Everyone provided his own horse without receiving 
any pay whatever, and they kept the whole country in perfect peace up 
till the time of the Great Peace in 1815. Since that time we have had 
vicissitudes, ups and downs, but I can with truth say that the Yeomanry 
of this county has always been a respectable corps in that they have ever 
tried to do their duty. We have only had Dorset Yeomen in the ranks, 
and Dorset men among the officers. We have kept to ourselves, and have 
found as years have gone on that whoever has come to see us, or wherever 
we have sent men — to Bisley or before Bisley to Wimbledon — our regiment 
has always done honour to the county. But a few years ago, unfortunately, 
the authorities considered the Yeomanry of no use, and therefore reduced 
the number, which I myself remember when I joined 36 years ago at over 
400, down to 200. Now an edict has come forth from the War Offices 
that we are to recruit again and make the number up to 500. This will 
be a difficulty, but it can be overcome if the whole county will work 
together shoulder to shoulder. We require for the Yeomanry men who can 
ride. Men in Dorset can ride, and if they cannot they ought to be taught 
to ride. (Laughter and hear, hear.) I have heard on the best authority 
that the new corps of Yeomanry are to be raised all over the country irre- 
spective of whether they can ride or not. I told my informant, who was the 
most noted man in England at present in the direction of the army, that 
it would be impossible to teach men to ride in 17 days; but he said that 
Lord Kitchener had told him to send out the second lot of Yeomanry, 
and it did not matter whether they could ride or not. (Laughter.) I have 
been told this very morning that that disaster which the second company 
had only the other day was greatly owing to the men not being able to 
ride. When men get into a tight hole they must be able to mount their 
horses smartly and ride away out of danger. You cannot wait twenty 
minutes for one man who has lost his stirrup and for another who cannot 
find his. (Laughter.) The yeomen, therefore, must know how to ride. 
If they are going to make us into mounted infantry that is a different 
thing ; but if we are to remain as the county Imperial Yeomanry we must 
have men who can ride. I hope in the autumn to call a county meeting 
to promote the raising of the regiment which the Government requires. 
I ask those who have just come back from South Africa if they will join, 
either singly or in a body. We want you. England wants everybody at 
present. It is useless to think that because we have had this war we shall 
have no more wars. Europe is full of evil report. There is no actual 
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war, but there are rumours of war, and we require England to be prepared. 
We do not want, we will not have, conscription. And if we do not have 
conscription we must have a voluntary army, and we must call upon the 
youth of England to come forward and help in making a voluntary army. 
There can be no jealousy between the artillery and infantry, cavalry and 
yeomanry. They can all work together independently in perfect harmony 
with one another. There is enough young blood among us to fill up all 
our ranks ; and I hope that, very shortly, if we all put our shoulders to 
the wheel, we shall be able to tell all England and the world that Dorset 
has not fallen back from its old reputation of having the best, or nearly 
the best Yeomanry regiment in England. (Applause.) 

The Mayor : I wish that the next toast had fallen into abler hands, 
for I cannot propose it very well without repeating much that I said this 
morning ; it is " The health of the 26th Company Imperial Yeomanry." 
(Applause.) We all know that r6 months ago our country was in urgent 
need of soldiers, our colonies were sending men forward, and England 
also required volunteers. We were pleased and proud to know that 
Dorsetshire at once came forward and offered its quota of men to go to 
the front and fight her country's battles. We are proud also to remember 
and reecho the stirring words uttered by Sir Elliott Lees, " Come along, 
men, I am ready and will lead you over the veldt if you will follow." 
(Applause.) We also remember the words of gallant Colonel Browne, 
who sits beside me — (loud applause) — and who, speaking at the Hotel 
Burdon at the dinner we gave when the company took dieir departure, 
said, '' Come along, boys, we will saddle our own horses, clean them, and 
do all the work we have to do, and fight for our country in South Africa." 
We shall never forget the splendid spirit that prompted him to go himself 
and to encourage his men to volunteer. He has led them through a series 
of splendid fights, and has brought them safely home in health and strength 
here to enjoy this dinner. (Applause.) I sincerely hope that Colonel 
Percy Browne, Sir Elliott Lees, and every officer and member of the 26th 
Company Imperial Yeomanry will be spared in health and strength to 
enjoy that rest which they so well deserve, that everything they touch may 
prosper, and that they may all be found among the 500 men whom Colonel 
Brymer spoke of just now, and that we shall see that 500 men come to 
Weymouth for their annual training. (Applause.) I feel sure that every 
member of the 26th Company before me, after showing such splendid 
spirit in going to the front, will not shirk the less romantic duty of joining 
the Dorset Yeomanry, and will if necessary be ready at any moment to 
fight for their King and country, and do in the future the brave and noble 
work that they have done in the past. (Applause.) I wish to say how 
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honoured I feel in having the privilege of welcoming you here to-day on 
behalf of Wejrmouth and the county of Dorset. (Applause.) I am delighted 
that you have come to Weymouth, and that Weymouth people have 
responded in the magnificent way they have in decorating their houses 
and showing in this and other ways that they appreciate the grand services 
you have rendered to your country. (Applause.) I couple with the toast 
the names of Colonel Percy Browne and Captain Sir Elliott Lees. (The 
band here played " Soldiers of the Queen," the refrain of which was 
heartily taken up vocally by the company, followed by the lusty singing 
of ** For they are jolly good Fellows.") 

Colonel Percy Browne said : Mr, Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen, — 
It is quite impossible for me to express in anything like adequate terms 
the thanks that we owe to the Mayor and Corporation of Weymouth for 
the splendid reception that they have given us, and also to Colonel Brymer 
and the Imperial Yeomanry, as we must now call them, of Dorset, for the 
kind way in which they have come to welcome us home. We think very 
highly of the welcome, and I think if you look at the reason why, it is very 
clear. I have during my command in South Africa had from time to time 
no less than eight squadrons under me. Five of these squadrons were 
raised with Yeomanry organisation and three without it ; and I have no 
hesitation in saying that those which were raised on a Yeomanry founda- 
tion were superior to those that were raised without it. (Applause.) 
Therefore, I think it clearly shows that we owe a great debt of gratitude 
to those whose hair, as Colonel Brymer has said, was getting too white 
for them to go to South Africa, but who had been in the Yeomanry so 
long and fanned the Yeomanry spirit throughout the country so well. 
I do not know what we should have done without those gallant men who 
said they were too old themselves, but who had equally gallant sons who 
came with us to South Africa, and who bore their part of the burden and 
heat of the day. I take it that I may in all modesty criticise the Dorset 
squadron and what it has done in the field in South Africa, because from 
the first I have had nothing to do with the Dorset squadron. I am proud, 
and prouder than I ever was before, to belong to the Dorset Yeomanry — 
(applause) — but the officer who heads the list and to whom you owe most 
gratitude for that Dorset squadron is the man whom I am proud to call 
my brother-in-law. Captain Sir Elliott Lees. (Loud applause.) To him 
and the officers under him you owe the success you have achieved in 
South Africa. It would be well just to see how we progressed from the 
first and gradually raised the Dorset squadron, and how it has continued 
to merit the good wishes of the people of Dorset and to fulfil all that was 
expected of it. First of all you know how Colonel Goodden and Colonel 
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Brymer both worked to get that squadron efficient before it was sent out. 
(Applause.) They could not have done better work than they did They 
were at it from morning to night We started with Tery fine horses which 
they had selected, and we were told when we landed at Cape Town that 
the 7 th Battalion horses were better than they had ever seen at Maitland 
Camp before. That was told me by the commandant^ and the condition 
that they arrived in was all that we could possibly have expected. I think 
we owe that in great measure to a very old friend of ours in the Dorset 
Yeomanry — Mr. James Rowe. (Applause.) On more than one occasion 
when I turned out in the morning I met him and asked him what he had 
been doing, and he said, " Oh ! looking at the horses." I think he began 
at five o'clock in the morning, and it was not light much before that 
When we took the field 1 think we upheld the credit of Dorsetshire. We 
have done as much trekking as most squadrons, if not more. I fancy we 
have done about 3,000 miles since we started. Then I want, before I sit 
down, to tell you something of the new organisation of yeomanry and 
compare it with the old. I was asked to compare it after the regiment 
had been three months in the field. These new men joined at Krugers- 
dorp, and not more than 30 per cent, of them knew how to ride. One 
man actually put the saddle on facing the horse's tail. (Laughter.) We 
thought at first that he was possibly an extra good equestrian, and used 
to circus tricks^laughter) — but we soon found out that that was not the 
case. On consulting the ledgers we discovered that the draft had about 
70 per cent of tradesmen in their ranks. Now, those are not the yeomen 
of the soil ; and I take it that it is the yeomen of the soil we want to 
encourage and keep in our ranks in the 500 which Colonel Brymer wishes 
to get to join us to-morrow or next day. (Laughter.) I hope that may 
be so. (Applause.) I do not wish to say anything specially about the 
other officers who have supported Sir Elliott Lees. I know they all did 
their very best, and that the credit of the squadron is in a great measure 
due to them. There is only one officer whom I would like to mention 
because he has not continued with us in the field through no fault of his 
own. He got a wound in the knee at Pretoria and was made civil com- 
missioner. I know, and every man of the Dorset squadron knows and 
fully recognises, what he has done for him. (Applause.) If any man was 
sick and went into Pretoria, Captaip Batley was the first to look after him, 
and, when he got convalescent, to take him out for drives and make his 
life generally as agreeable and as pleasant as he could In fact, I know 
that all the men who went into Pretoria sick felt that as long as Captain 
Batley was there there was a home for them in Pretoria. (Hear, hear.) 
We have suffered one great loss since we took ship from Cape Town, and 
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that is poor Captain Weliford, who, we hear, was killed at Vlakfontein. 
I have never seen a medical officer do better work than he did. It is easy to 
know what men think, for they are good judges of what officers do for 
them, especially on active service. There could only be one sentiment 
about Captain Weliford, that of the most profound regret, and I am glad 
to hear that they propose getting up a subscription to erect a suitable 
memorial in his honour. (Hear, hear.) Colonel Brymer has told you 
that we want recruits, and do not want conscription. I think it is the 
duty of all the men who have returned from South Africa to forego 
the pleasurable sensation which they might indulge in of telling the young 
members of their families blood-curdling stories about the war, and of 
making their hair stand on end with fright, thereby perhaps losing good 
future recruits. I would ask them to speak the truth, and having been an 
observer of their actions during 16 months in South Africa I can tell you 
what the truth is. It is that the harder the work was the more they were 
. smiling. (Applause). Therefore don't let them go and say they have had 
a fearfully hard time. They have had a hard time ; they have been fairly 
well fed, and they have done their duty to the uttermost farthing. (Loud 
applause.) 

Captain Sir Elliott Less rose to address the company, and the men 
sprang to their feet. •' If I retain any authority over my old squadron,' 
said Sir Elliott, ' I will command them to sit down,' which the men did 
obediently amid loud laughter. Proceeding the gallant Captain said : It is 
very difficult to make an adequate response to the toast which has been so 
kindly proposed and so very cordially received, especially after the fatherly 
benediction which my brother-in-law and commanding officer has bestowed 
upon us, and the far too high praise which as commanding officer he has 
accorded to the Dorset squadron. It is difficult to do so, because we 
speak to you to-day with full insides owing to your hospitality, and with 
fuller hearts owing to the occasion upon which we are present. It is a day 
of days — a day which has been looked forward to during many weary 
months by the members of the Dorset squadron. We are home again after 
all the weary veldt wanderings ; no more midnight revet'/Hs (laughter) — no 
more trek ox — (laughter) — ^no more dog biscuits, no more Mackonochie's 
rations — (renewed laughter)— and no more dead horse to flavour our meals. 
(Loud laughter.) We have been coming to-day through the pleasant green 
country of an English June, and we are all right glad to see it after the 
dreary veldt You are all heartily glad to be home again amongst friends — 
friends who have followed your doings and who were ready to give you the 
magnificent welcome which they have accorded you this morning. No 
man is prouder of what have been done by the men of the Dorset squadron 



Digitized by 



Google 



258 Records of the Dorset Yeomanry, 

than he who has had the honour — an honour which he will never forget 
all his life long — of commanding them for 14 months I should like to 
tell the people of Dorset that the men whom they sent to soldier in South 
Africa have a record which I think the county may well be proud. Among 
the men of the s6th Dorset squadron of Yeomanry not a single man 
surrendered or was taken a prisoner by the enemy — (applause) — not a single 
man was ever convicted by court-martial— (applause)— and not a man, as 
far as I know — and I have a very intimate acquaintance with them for 
14 months — was what you might call a real bad ' growser.' (Laughter 
and applause.) Whatever their lot they faced it cheerfully, and I felt all 
along, as all their officers felt, that every member of the Dorset squadron 
could be absolutely relied upon. (Applause.) We all started with a belief 
in our men — the men who had come forward at such a black time of crisis 
as that in which they had volunteered — the month after Colenso, Magers- 
fontein, and Stormberg — leaving, many of them, good and valuable 
positions and good prospects to serve on cavalry pay. We believed that 
the men who were ready to do that could be trusted to do their duty in all 
emergencies. I am very proud indeed to think that belief was amply justified, 
and I cannot sufficiently thank every member of the squadron and my 
officers for the magnificent way in which they backed me up. I see two 
of them here on my left — Captain Kindersley and Captain Batley, and on 
my right at the end of the table I see Lieut. Cave. (Applause and cries of 
' Come along.') I dare not venture to include among my subaltern officers 
lieut-colonels in the Army. As a matter of fact, Lieut. -Colonel Mansel 
was never actually under my command ; but I cannot help mentioning 
that a lieut.-colonel in the Army did serve as a subaltern in the Dorset 
Imperial Yeomanry, descending from his pride of rank to soldier as 
commander of the gun section, (Applause.) Speaking for all of us, I may 
say we are right glad to have had the experience. We would not have 
missed it for anything; but we are heartily glad to be home now. 
(Applause.) For all of us there will ever be the feeling that we have been 
into a far country and have seen strange sights. We have undergone unusual 
experiences and difficulties all of which have knit us together with a certain 
bond of friendship that I hope we shall never forget all our lives. I hope we 
shall always feel this, and that every officer and man in the 26th Company 
will have something in common, something which will bind us one to 
the other as comrades. (Applause.) But we cannot forget how many 
good comrades we have left behind us still soldiering in South Africa, 
men who went out before we did, and who have still to go on because 
they belong to the regular forces of His Majesty. We soldiered side by 
side with them, and between us and them a great feeling of comrade 
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ship has grown up. And to those who have not been in South Africa 
may I say that this war may not come to an end very speedily. But 
things are going on well. The crisis is over, and there is no fear that 
the Dutch will turn us out of South Africa. It may be that the nation 
will have to continue her exertions for some time to come, and that 
you may have to send out more men, and continue to find money to 
carry this war to a successful issue. I am quite sure that, delighted, 
entranced, as we are to come home again, there is not one of us who 
would not rather go out again than see the war brought to an 
inconclusive issue. (Applause.) When the call comes — if it ever does 
come — remember that it is only fair to those who are still soldiering 
out there that, if necessary, you should send reliefs. Men improve 
vastly with campaigning. Look what men it has made of the 26th 
Company. (Laughter and applause.) But there does come a time 
when the best of soldiers get a little stale and need a rest. Lord 
Roberts said as long ago as October that probably never had an army 
been asked to do such continuous work without going into winter 
quarters. And it is continuous work — sometimes 10 or 12 hours a 
day for three or four weeks at a time without any Saturday or 
Sunday off. The Dorset Yeomanry will be right glad to get their 
Saturday and Sunday off. (Laughter and hear, hear.) But do not let 
that deter us from volunteering again^ if necesssary, to serve our 
country. (Applause.) It has done us all a great deal of good and we 
are all the better for it. But if that kind of thing continues for 18 
months it is absolutely necessary that stale troops should be relieved 
by fresh troops ; so it may be necessary to pour reinforcements contin- 
ually into South Africa. Let us then ask the nation to be patient, 
and not expect things to come to an end at once; let them not be 
impatient if they are called upon to undergo further sacrifices. By the 
way, I omitted to mention another officer who is present, namely, 
Lieut. Goodden, the son of our dear old Colonel of the Dorset 
Yeomanry of so many years — Colonel Gooddea (Loud applause.) I 
should not like to conclude without saying how delighted we were to 
have the son of our old commanding officer soldiering with us in South 
Africa. (Applause.) On behalf of the 26th Company, I thank you 
most sincerely and earnestly for the cordial reception you have given 
us and for the kindly way in which you have followed our doings in 
South Africa. We know from our correspondence, from the maib, and 
from the local press, how close that interest has been : and we thank 
you most heartily for it. From the bottom of my heart I thank my 
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old comrades — the men whom I have commanded so long — ^for their 
splendid devotion to duty, for their gallant conduct in the fteld, and for 
their behaviour in camp, and whom at all times it gave me the greatest 
pride as well as pleasure to command (Loud applause.) 

Captain Batley thanked Colonel Browne and Captain Sir Elliott 
Lees for the kind words they had spoken of him. They were quite 
undeserved, but he appreciated them none the less. He took up the 
paiable of Colonel Brymer in connection with the new Yeomanry. He 
would answer for his own troop and say that it did not want an order 
to join. They had simply to ask for volunteers and every man would 
be there — (hear, hear) — and if there was any trembh'ng in the balance 
he might call a good friend of his present, who had again and again 
lured the men out of their blankets on cold mornings to saddle their 
horses, and who would say ** Come along ! come along ! " (Loud 
applause.) 

There were cries for Lieut. Cave and he also briefly replied. He 
could say that every member of the troop had done his^duty, and he 
had had as good an opportunity of saying this as anyone, for he had 
been with them from morning till night. Taking the whole campaign 
right through, they had had great success, and that success he attributed 
to the excellent manner in which the company was led (Applause.) 
In their Colonel they had one of the very best Yeomanry Coloneb in 
South Africa — (hear, hear)— and every word of praise that could be 
said of Colonel Browne they could say with equal truth of their Captain, 
Sir Elliott Lees. (Applause.) The men of the 26th Company would 
bear him out when he said that Sir Elliott Lees had always set them 
an excellent example. He had shown any amount of pluck, and with 
that had exercised very great judgment indeed. (Applause.) He might 
say that the work of the 26th Company had always been as well done, 
if not better done, than that of any other company with which they had 
been working. (Applause.) 

Captain Kindbrslev, who was also called upon to respond, declared 
that the time he spent with the 26th Company in South Africa was the 
best time he had ever had in his life, and most of the company he had no 
doubt would say the same, though perhaps he had an easier time 
than most of them because the doctors sent him home when half- 
way through. Nobody could have been a better commanding officer than 
Colonel Percy Browne, and he spoke as one who had served twenty years 
in what he called the best regiment in the world (the Coldstream Guards). 
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And nobody could have been more considerate than Captain Sir Elliott 
Lees. All the officers were like brothers to him, and the time he spent 
out there he regretted because it was past. And all the men he looked 
upon as his personal comrades and friends, and always should. Recount- 
ing some reminiscences of the campaign Captain Kindersley continued : 
' We all remember that our captain was very careful about our horses and 
their feelings ; and who will forget the time when we were stopped up the 
railway and a well known voice that we followed to the veldt, as he called 
us to follow, cried out 'Stand to your carriages,' and some voice added, 
* Make much of your carriages ' ? (Laughter.) Who will forget the cheery 
ring with which the Yeomanry first, then the Mounted Infantry, and after 
that the Worcesters and the poor ' Fighting Fifth/ the Northumberland 
Fusiliers, took up the cry in the evening * Dorey L.R.' (Laughter from 
the Yeomanry. * Dorey L.R.' it seems was the man in charge of the water 
cart.) Then you remember the time when our General said that he had 
relieved Wepener. Next day we marched away from it and, unfortunately 
for us, ate our General's breakfast. And for a day and a night after that 
he returned the compliment and we lost our dinner and our sleep. You 
will remember our wandering a night or two after that at Thaba N'Chu. I 
am afraid that to a great many people here I am talking riddles ; but it is 
most interesting to me. I must apoligise to those people who do not 
know our anecdotes. They are most interesting to all of us who were 
there. I have heard many from my part of the county complain that 
people cannot nowadays ride across country. Well I have never seen 
anything that would stop Robert Cave and some others. I should advise 
the M.F.H. of the South Dorset Hunt or any other hunt, where they find 
barbed wire here and there, to encourage the 26th Company of Imperial 
Yeomanry to ride across country. (Laughter.) You must have cut 
hundreds of miles of barbed wire. (As an aside.) I would cut every bit 
of barbed wire that I could get at. But I would advise farmers everywhere 
to look to their poultry yards. (Laughter.) I have entered a good many 
of these yards myself, so I do not blame you. And I would counsel 
masters of hounds to beware of increased poultry claims (Laughter.) 

Colonel J. R. P. GOODDEN said he was glad to have been asked to 
propose the last toast, and he did so with great pleasure, because it 
was "The Health of the Mayor of Weymouth." (Applause.) He 
approached the toast with a feeling of personal gratitude to the Mayor 
for having invited him to take part in that reception of the 26th 
Company. He had the honour of being associated with other ofiicers 
in the raising and formation of the company, but since then he had 
retired from the active command of the Dorset Yeomanry, and might 
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therefore have had no locus standi that day. He was therefore indebted 
to the Mayor for having brought him into contact with the company 
and enabled him to have the pleasure of welcoming the company 
back. He was one of the antiquities, the cripples, who would have 
been no good in South Africa — (oh, no) — ^but it gave him great 
pleasure to take part in the raising of the 36th Company. He had 
had the honour of being associated with the Dorset Yeomanry for a 
great many years, and had attended some 30 annual trainings at 
Weymouth, where he had always experienced the greatest hospitality 
from the Mayor in office at the time. But no Mayor had exercised 
his hospitality in a more splendid manner than the present Mayor, and 
certainly none had ever had a more fortunate occasion on which to 
exercise it. (Hear, hear.) He hoped that in years to come future 
Mayors of Weymouth would be able to welcome the Yeomanry there 
again in the increased numbers, he trusted, of which he had heard 
Colonel Biymer speak. It fell to his lot to command the reduced 
number to which a parsimonious Government thought it necessary at 
the time to reduce the regiment ; and he hoped that Colonel Brymer, 
in whose capable hands the command of the Dorset Yeomanry now 
was, wouM speedily see the numbers increased to what they would all 
like to see, and that he might have the pleasure of commanding four 
whole squadrons in the field, an honour which never fell to his lot. 
They all felt very grateful to the Mayor for his handsome reception 
that day, and he was sure that the returned members of the 26th 
Company appreciated the hospitality which he had extended to them 
and to the Dorset Yeomanry that day. (The toast was received with 
much acclamation, and the great company heartily sang ' For he's a 
a jolly good fellow.*) 

The Mayor, responding, said he was delighted to hear that what 
they had endeavoured to do that day had given pleasure to the 26th 
Company. The credit was not due to him alone, for the whole town 
of Weymouth had come forward heartily to give them a worthy 
receptioa Every member of the Corporation and every inhabitant of 
the town had done his utmost to make it a success, and to give 
pleasure to the guests whom they had the honour to receive. He 
sincerely hoped that what had been foreshadowed that day would be 
fulfilled, and that the establishment of the Yeomanry would be 
increased to 500, and he hoped further, on behalf of the town, that 
they would have the privilege of welcoming the Yeomanry there year 
by year for many years to come. (Hear, hear.) The people of 
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Weymouth were much attached to the Yeomanry, and if they would 
come to Weymouth for their annual training the inhabitants would do 
all in their power to give them a welcome that no other town could 
better. (Hear, hear.) He thanked Messrs, Cosens and Co. for their 
share in the decoration of that hall, a task over which Mr. Fowler, the 
Managing Director, had spent much time. He also thanked Messrs. 
Devenish and Co., Messrs. Groves and Sons, and Messrs. Eldridge, 
Pope, and Co., for what they had done towards the reception, and 
Messrs. Mills, Hayward, and Christopher for the loan of plants and 
flowers. They would very much have liked to see present that day 
one officer whom they claimed as a townsman — Lieutenant LovelL 
They hoped that he might be spared in South Africa still to fight the 
battles of his cotmtry, and be brought safely home in due time to his 
parents in Weymouth. And they would feel proud of him when he 
did come. (Applause.) ' God Save the King' was then played and 
sung, and the company dispersed. 
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APPENDIX. PART III. 

• COPY OF AN OLD ORDER BY LIEUT.-COLONEL LIONEL DAMER, 
COMMANDING THE DORSET YEOMANRY CAVALRY. 



(Dated.) " Came, May loM, 1804, 

'*0n the corps of Dorset Yeomanry Cavalry going into quarters it 
becomes absolutely necessary to explain shortly the different duties that 
will be required of each person, as it would be impossible for any body 
of men to act with regularity unless they have a fixed system and method 
of proceeding — thus, by a strict adherence to the regulations laid down, 
great trouble will be saved and all difficulty and confusion avoided. 

" Before he proceeds to the Regulations alluded to above the Lieut.- 
Colonel takes this opportunity of saying that he trusts that a corps com- 
posed as the Dorset Yeomanry is of the most respectable class of 
inhabitants of the County, will set an example of good conduct to all other 
Regiments during its stay in quarters. 

" The Lieut.Colonel also most strongly recommends to the whole corps 
the strictest economy, and cannot help suggesting to the more wealthy 
members of the different troops how creditable it would be to them to 
lower their expenses to the level of their less opulent (though equally 
zealous) companions. 

"As the benefit to be derived from the instructions of the Dorset 
Yeomanry with respect to their duty when in quarters will be impeded by 
the absence of any member of the corps, the only excuse that can be 
allowed for the non-attendance of any Volunteer during that time is sick- 
ness sufficient to make it improper for the person to go from home, which 
must be certified by the hand of some medical man. 

"The utmost endeavours will be used to accommodate every Volunteer 
with good quarters for himself and his horse, but as the corps is so 
numerous that the town will be nearly full, it is hoped that every individual 
will cheerfully submit to any unavoidable inconvenience or deprivation 
that may arise from that cause during the few days of his being in 
quarters. 

* This was copied from a framed order in one of the houses on the front at Weymouth. 
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" The greatest punctuality as to time will be expected from every officer, 
non-commissioned officer and private; for this purpose great attention 
must be paid to the Trumpet Soundings, for which orders are given below, 
under the head of * Trumpeter's duty.' 

" To prevent any mistakes the Lieut.-Colonel takes this opportunity of 
stating the way each man shall be dressed and equipped, according to the 
different orders. 

" REVIEW OR FIELD DAY ORDER. 

" The men are to be dressed in white leather breeches, the cloaks must 
be rolled up neatly and earned on the pad behind, and the collar is to be 
worn without the chain, which is to be taken off on that occasion. 

Order here ends 

(Signed) "LIONEL DAMER, 

' ' Lieut'Coionei, D. K C." 
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